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BRIDESTOWE IN BLOOM

June 26th - July 3rd

It would be lovely if as many
households as possible could take part

Why not decorate your house with a

hanging basket ,

 a planted pot, or maybe  a
windowbox. 

If you are not green-fingered then

something floral themed in your

window or on your gate, whatever you
want!

Stuck for inspiration? Then please ring

 Jenny Thirtle 861256
or Georgina Hodgson 861183

Let’s make Bridestowe bloom

Our family walked round ‘The Christmas walk’,

up past Trescote Way, round back past Bidlake

and back down the old A30. 

After doing this over the Christmas holidays

and noticing all the rubbish, we wanted to go

back with bin bags. So we did! 

We picked up as much as we (and mum) could

carry home and sorted it for recycling and we

were stunned at how much there was.

This was about a month ago so we shall be

doing it again and we really hope there won’t

be as much.  We will go round ‘The Block/Two

Rivers’ walk soon too.

Please don’t litter!
Kate, Ruby, Lara & Cliffy 

Sourton PC vacancies page 5

Movie Watch pages 6-7



The Vicar writes...
Now that the grass is beginning to grow a bit I

decided to restrict the horses grazing with an

electric fence. In the process I managed to get

a shock off of the fencer, I hate electric shocks.

Some people can hold onto electric fences as

a way of testing them and it doesn’t seem to

bother them, not me, I’d rather look for the

little flashing light. I was never quite as brave

as some of my friends. On one farm we had to

lift a grain auger up into the rafters of a barn

every year before harvest, a task that involved

carrying a cwt auger on your shoulder and

climbing a fully extended almost vertical

ladder up into the roof of a medieval barn and

attaching it to one of the beams. This was

normally carried out by Richard who would

climb the ladder as confidently as he would

climb the stairs at home. One year Richard

wasn’t there, Nigel flatly refused to do it, the

boss wasn’t going to do it – that’s what he paid

us for- “Adrian you’ll have to do it” I was plenty

strong enough but the height and

precariousness terrified me. I did it, but I

made sure I was well out of the way the

following year.

Looking back to when we were growing up, we

took risks all the time. We would make Tarzan

ropes over the river, climb trees, ride home

made ‘go-carts’ down the steepest road in the

village at breakneck speed. The council built a

playground but none of us kids ever used it

because it was ‘boring’, by which we meant it

was too safe.

At the bottom of our play was a desire to

triumph over danger, we wanted to prove our

skill at go-carting, our agility at tree climbing

or strength on a Tarzan rope. We were trying

to be competent not safe, so that when

something dangerous, unexpected and full of

opportunity comes along as it inevitably will,

we wouldn’t fail.

Some of my mates were braver than me

almost to the point of recklessness; these boys

were the more aggressive ones, got into more

fights, got into trouble with the teachers at

school and were more willing to take risks. I

don’t think aggression is a bad thing when it is

channelled correctly. My mates were driven

and unstoppable when they put their minds to

a task. They stood up for themselves properly

and didn’t get taken advantage of; they were

good to have around when the boys from the

next village came over.

It’s funny how so many young men, who seem

to have a problem with authority, join the

Forces and then thrive in a strict authoritarian

environment. Like the boys getting into

trouble at school they were pushing against

authority to see if there was any real authority

there, the kind that could be relied on in a

crisis.

Compassion is a virtue but overprotection can

stunt maturity. Compassion can be as

destructive as aggression if it leads to

overprotection. We were playing football up

the ‘rec’ when Paul was hurt in a particularly

‘competitive’ tackle. Some of the girls watching

immediately rushed over gushing care and

sympathy and asked if he wanted them to

fetch his Mum. It’s not that the boys were

without sympathy, they asked him if he

wanted to play in goal for a while instead.

Anyway the girls took Paul home to his Mum

who stopped him playing football again. After

that Paul became a resentful young man.

Of course we have known about the

overprotective mother for thousands of years,

it’s a theme that occurs in Fairy Tales and

Greek Myth. The Oedipal mother that says

‘Never leave me, in return I will do everything

for you. As you age without maturing, you will

become worthless and bitter but you will

never have to take responsibility and

everything you do that’s wrong will always be

someone else’s fault.’

Michelangelo’s statue ‘Pieta’ depicts Mary the

Mother of Jesus as the opposite of the Oedipal

mother, selflessly giving her son to the world.

Sometimes the right thing to do is to take a

risk.

Adrian Brook
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Bridestowe - Becoming a Wildlife Friendly

Village

A silver birch tree donated by Devon Wildlife

Trust as part of their ‘Saving Devon’s

Treescapes’  project, was planted just within

the entrance to Bridestowe Village Hall (photo).

DWT ’s project aims to support and assist

communities to plant and nurture 250,000

trees in the next five years.

This landmark tree heralds a larger tree

planting project within communities. 

 A BIG  thank you to Lisa and Paul Peace for

planting the tree.

This seems a good way to launch Bridestowe’s

initiative to make the village more wildlife

friendly. Also brash created by the removal of

diseased ash trees in the Sporting Green was

used to create brash piles. 

Lisa Butt                   (LButt@live.co.uk )    

Silver Birch  Betula Pendula

The silver birch is a symbol of purity, favoured

by gardeners who want to renew and purify

their land for the coming year. Tall, slender

and pale, it is known in folklore as the Lady of

the Wood. A medium-sized deciduous tree

when mature they can reach 30m in height,

forming a light canopy with elegant, drooping

branches. The white bark sheds layers like

tissue paper and becomes black and rugged at

the base. As the tree matures, the bark

develops dark, diamond-shaped fissures. Twigs

are smooth, and have small dark warts. Birch

has a light, open canopy, providing the perfect

conditions for grasses, mosses, wood

anemones, bluebells, wood sorrel and violets

to grow underneath. 

Silver birch provides food and habitat for more

than 300 insect species – the leaves attracting

aphids which provide food for ladybirds and

other species further up the food chain. The

leaves are also a food plant for the caterpillars

of many moths, including the angle-shades,

buff tip, pebble hook-tip, and Kentish glory.

Woodpeckers and other hole-nesting birds

often nest in the trunk, while the seeds are

eaten by siskins, greenfinches and redpolls.

Birch trees are particularly associated with

specific fungi, including fly agaric, woolly milk

cap, birch milk cap, birch brittlegill, birch

knight, chanterelle and the birch polypore

(razor strop). It’s used in traditional medicine

as a diuretic and is reputed to be useful in

treatment of high blood pressure, high

cholesterol, obesity, gout, kidney stones,

nephritis, cystitis, digestive disturbances and

respiratory diseases.
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I am looking for someone who can help
my lovely mum either regularly or
occasionally with some light care work
in the heart of Bridestowe. Interested?
Give me a ring for an informal chat.
Debbie Pritchard 
07837 859 706

Free to good home
Children’s garden slide. 
Approx 4 ft high
 01837 861551



 Richard Leonard

When my younger brother Richard died on the

19th of February Alex, his daughter, and I were

faced with organising a LOCKDOWN funeral.

Under Government rules a  ‘normal ‘ type

country funeral  - make a death announcement

in the local press and hope that as many

friends as possible see it and turn up on the

day at the Church or Crematorium, - is not

possible.

Numbers are limited and in a small church

such as Sourton , social distancing and no

singing rather reduces the options. We

therefore decided on a graveside service in

which the coffin is carried to the open grave

rested on two wooden stays and the Vicar

Adrian Brook starts the proceedings. 

Richard’s granddaughter Pamela and I read

our eulogies in appreciation of Richard’s life,

his contribution to family and community.

Adrian started the committal as we all said the

Lord’s Prayer and the wooden stays were

removed and the coffin lowered into the

grave.

This was a simple goodbye to a much

loved father, grandfather, great

grandfather brother and uncle as well as a

good friend to many.

Earlier the hearse had left his home at

Menfreya Thorndon Cross to a very

heartfelt goodbye from all his neighbours

and travelled to Sourton via Cowsen Lane

where others stood as the cortege passed

by. At the church it was greeted by  family,

close friends and representatives of

Richard’s many interests. The walk up to

the grave through an amazing display of

daffodils - so beautiful.

Numbers were never more than allowed

at any one time but still many were able

to say goodbye.

We were blessed with a dry day, if a little

cold.

 Thank you so much to Jonathan and Mark

Spry and Rev Adrian for their help in us

saying goodbye.

JL
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Bridestowe Village Hall Management

Committee

AGM

The Annual General Meeting which is

normally open to the 

public, is scheduled for 26th May 2021. 

As it will be a Zoom meeting,

 it will be restricted to  trustees and

committee members only.  

We are required legally to submit our

Chairperson’s Report and Financial

Report to the Charity Commission. 

 Anyone is welcome to to see these

reports. The Chair’s report will appear in

BaSE  and copies of the financial report

can be obtained from Esther Winter 

01837 861111



News from Sourton Parish Council

Personal circumstances mean that as of this

month we have 3 vacancies for the post of

Sourton Parish Councillors.  We would like to

say a huge thank you to John Hockridge,

Geraldine Jury and Andrew Horn.  Between

them they have represented Sourton

parishioners as parish councillors for almost

90 years!!   We would like to say a very big

thank you  to them all  for their dedication,

good humour and  commitment over all these

years.  You will all be very much missed.

If you have ever fancied getting involved more

with your local community, now is the time to

have a go.  Details about how to become a

parish councillor will be advertised elsewhere

in this month’s BASE and are on our website

sourtonpc.org.uk 

Every year we hold an Annual Parish Meeting.

The purpose of the meeting is for parishioners

to come along to discuss any matter that they

would like to share.  This year it will be on line

via Zoom.  We have invited Terry Southcott to

talk about Speed Watch.  Terry is one of 2 local

WDBC councillors for this area and is very

much involved with the Speed Watch

campaign. We are hoping that what he tells us

will inspire us to find willing volunteers to

monitor cars speeds through Sourton village.

The Parish Meeting is on 5th May starting at

6.30pm.  If you would like to join the meeting

or contribute, please get in touch with our

clerk by email parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk

or on 01837 871308.

As a follow-on from our note last month

asking if there are parishioners who still have

poor broadband connection,   WDBC have

teamed up with another local parish

(Sydenham Dameral) to provide fibre

broadband to the parish. There was a financial

cost, but this was provided using government

vouchers to broadband provider Openreach.

This successful project is a  pilot project that

WDBC intend to use for other rural

communities in the Borough. So if this

encourages you to let us know if you are

disappointed with the broadband connection

you have, it may be that there are enough of

us, to make it a possible future project!

QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to keep you

toasty when the temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly and

reliable delivery available locally

Call Roger for further information on 

07886 185281

Sourton Parish Council 

Councillor Vacancies

Sourton PC currently have 3 vacancies for the

position of councillor.  The time has passed

for an election to be called. Therefore we are

able to co-opt to the council.

The full compliment for Sourton Parish

Council is seven. To be eligible you must be a

British National or qualifying citizen of the

Commonwealth or the European Community,

be over eighteen years old and be an elector.

In addition you will qualify if

    •  you are on the electoral roll,

    •   or for the last 12 months:

   °  you either have lived in the parish 

or lived within 3 miles of the parish 

boundary,

              °  had your main place of work 

within the parish,

              °   you have been the owner or 

tenant of land in the parish.

Please contact the clerk for further

infomation or an application form on

parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk 

or call     01837 871308.

Problems with dog poo continue: by the

cemetery where the children walk up to

Treetops, in the churchyard and along the

path to Trescote Way. PLEASE  clear up

after your dog and don’t be one of the

small minority who choose not to .

 Thank you
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MOVIE WATCH – March 2021

 I keep reading about a condition they’ve

christened Lockdown Brain. One recent

magazine feature began, ‘It was after returning

from the corner shop without milk for the third

time, I began to wonder if lockdown was

affecting my memory.’

That opening paragraph represents a lame

attempt to justify the fact that despite only

having two films to review last month, I still

managed to forget one of them. 

I was sufficiently disappointed by the tedious

News of the World that The Dig, an

altogether more significant and enjoyable

piece of work, slipped through the Movie

Watch net. I shall address that omission.

Like so much recent output, The Dig (Netflix,

Amazon Prime) is based on a true story. In the

late 1930s, wealthy landowner Edith Pretty

(Carey Mulligan) hired self-taught local

archaeologist Basil Brown (Ralph Fiennes) to

investigate a series of odd-looking grassy

mounds on her property in Suffolk. Edith and

Basil, at opposite ends of the social spectrum,

were intrigued by the possibilities of what the

mounds might contain. 

Once excavations got underway, Basil and his

team uncovered an astonishing Anglo-Saxon

burial ship, at a site near Woodbridge, now

referred to as Sutton Hoo. The ship had been

sailed up the nearby River Deben and

somehow dragged uphill to the final resting

place. It is described as the most significant

medieval grave in Europe. The artefacts

uncovered remain on display in the British

Museum, while the site is run by the National

Trust.

The Dig is lovely to look at, with mellow Suffolk

landscapes familiar to those who enjoyed the

BBC series, Detectorists. If I had a problem

with The Dig it was that the makers felt the

need to embellish what was already a terrific

story with unnecessary elements of love

interest adding little to the story. Nevertheless

the film carries a confident and strong

recommendation.

Of course the biggest broadcast event of the

month, by some distance, was Oprah with

Meghan and Harry. This was an unusual

programme in that by the time people actually

sat down to watch it (if they bothered at all),

most had already decided how they felt about

the outcome. You’ll have views regarding the

subjects of the programme, onto which I

wouldn’t dream of imposing my own, but

goodness me isn’t Oprah a lame investigative

interviewer? 

She may be a highly skilled chat show host, but

this simpering, sycophantic performance

doesn’t bear comparison with that epic

skewering administered to Prince Andrew by

Emily Maitlis. At one stage Meghan, ‘speaking

her truth’ of course, somehow managed to

deliver the ludicrous statement, “Oh, I wasn’t

planning to say anything shocking.” But let’s

leave it there, shall we?

Having finished the excellent Tin Star

(reviewed last month) and with no immediate

prospect of the cinema re-opening, we were in

the market for a new evening viewing project.

And so during March we watched all sorts of

things, some of which can be recommended.

We tried two short series - ZeroZeroZero (Sky

Atlantic and Amazon Prime) and Behind Her

Eyes (Netflix). The former is a violent, shouty

affair following the movement of a

consignment of cocaine out of Mexico and,

ultimately, into Europe. Neither of us

developed the merest shred of empathy for

the characters, so we gave up after three of the

eight episodes. Maybe you’ll love it. We didn’t.

Behind Her Eyes, set in North London and

Scotland, proved a much more rewarding

proposition. Six episodes of a stylish

psychological thriller that we polished off

inside a week. A single mother begins an affair

with her boss, while simultaneously

befriending his distinctly odd, and increasingly

scary, wife. Very watchable, with an ending that

will keep you guessing. 

We also watched some good feature films.

I’ve been a fan of Nick Hornby’s work since he

wrote Fever Pitch 30 years ago.
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About A Boy, High Fidelity and A Long Way

Down have all been successfully adapted for

cinema and Juliet, Naked (Netflix) is another

thoroughly enjoyable film.  

Annoyed over her boyfriend’s obsession with a

reclusive musician (Ethan Hawke), Annie (Rose

Byrne) writes a negative comment on a blog.

But their relationship is turned upside down

when the musician contacts her. Chris O’Dowd

also stars in a classic family film. No violence,

sex or bad language - you could safely watch

this one with your parents……..or your

children!

Margin Call was a nice surprise. I stumbled

across it on BBC1, although it’s also on

Amazon Prime. If you enjoyed The Big Short,

you’ll love this one. The story unfolds over a

24-hour period at a large Wall Street

investment bank, during the initial stages of

the 2007 financial crisis. Kevin Spacey and

Jeremy Irons star in this tense, entertaining

financial thriller.

If you’re looking for a couple of hours of

mindless entertainment, I Care A Lot (Amazon

Prime) will fit the bill nicely. The ubiquitous

Rosamund Pike plays a crooked, court-

appointed legal guardian who tries to swindle

one of her clients, before realising she’s bitten

off more than she can chew. Initially horrifying

but soon descending into high comedy, this is

entertaining, knockabout fun.

A United Kingdom (a BBC film also available

on Netflix) tells the true story of Prince Seretse

Khama who came to England from Africa to

study, prior to taking the throne in his native

country. However he fell in love with Ruth

Williams (Rosamund Pike), a white woman

from South London. Their subsequent

marriage caused uproar in Government circles

and threatened political stability within

Southern Africa. Jack Davenport and Nicholas

Lyndhurst also star.

On the other side of the viewing coin, I should

give the widest possible berth to the feature

film, To Olivia. Hugh Bonneville and Keeley

Hawes do their best to breathe life into this

sorry tale of the tempestuous marriage of

Roald Dahl and Patricia Neal, but it proved

beyond salvation.

To Olivia proved the final film made by the

consistently excellent Geoffrey Palmer who

died in November at the age of 93.

He deserved a far more fitting epitaph than

this tedious affair.

David Harrison

March 2021

POTATOES FOR SALE 

Marfona 25 kg £8 a bag 

Call Graeme Horn on
07703 729 306
Blackabroom Farm 
Delivery free in Bridestowe area
(Saturday)
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Lunar cycle for 

April

New moon     12th

First quarter   20th

Full moon       27th

Last quarter    4th

The full Moon in March is known as the Worm

Moon, and it is usually considered the last full

Moon of winter. It is also called Lenten Moon,

Crow Moon, Crust Moon, Chaste Moon, Sugar

Moon, and Sap Moon.

Why Is It Called Worm Moon?

The Worm Moon got its name from the

earthworms that emerge at this time of year in

the Northern Hemisphere.

In most years, the Worm Moon is the last full

Moon before the March equinox, which  took

place on March 20 this year. (The equinox is

defined as the moment in the year when the

Sun is exactly above the Equator and day and

night are of equal length). In some years,

however, when the winter season comprises

four full Moons instead of the usual three, the

last full Moon before the equinox is a Blue

Moon and the Worm Moon falls after the

equinox.  

When the full Moon or new Moon occurs

during the Moon’s closest approach to Earth,

its perigee, it is often called a supermoon.

2021 will see two supermoons - on April 26/27

and May 26.

Here is one of our up-coming events,

an accredited Outdoor First Aid

course! Delivered by our highly-

trained, friendly, and supportive team

here at Salamander Outdoors.

16hr First Aid in Arduous Terrain

(FAAT) course (Sat 24 - Sun 25 April,

Sourton, Dartmoor) - £160.00 p.p.

1 day ‘top-up’ course for fully certified

HSE First Aid at Work (FAAW)

Qualification (Mon 26 April, Sourton,

Dartmoor) - £80.00 p.p.… 

Book on

to this course by going to our

website: salamanderoutdoors.co.uk

We look forward to seeing you soon

Avril Wonnacott

Ian would like to thank everyone for

their kind messages of support, after

the sudden death of Avril. The funeral

is going to be on the 31st March at

2pm at Bridestowe Cemetery, but

owing to Covid restrictions numbers

are regulated. On the day, Avril will

start her last journey from Trescote

Way at 1.30pm and drive to Sourton

along to the Fox and Hounds, turn

down into Bridestowe Village and

then to Bridestowe Cemetery: this is

for those who are unable to be invited

to the Cemetery.
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Bridestowe Volunteer Group 

 Volunteers went out on Saturday 27th

February and managed to fill 4 bags with litter.

It was such a warm, sunny day that it didn’t feel

arduous at all.

On Saturday 27th March we joined forces with

the Friends of St Bridgets to spruce up the

graveyard area. Over 15 people turned up to

trim, snip,rake and eat buns made by Lucy

Mott. We only found one dollop of dog poo but

that was one too many.

We will meet again on Saturday 24th April at

9.30am for  another litter pick, focussing on the

old A30. Anyone wishing to join the sessions

will be made very welcome. We meet at the

cemetery gates and  maintain social distancing

throughout.

For Sale
•  Flymo Electric Lawnmower

with grass collection box. 32cm

cut. 2 years old.

£45

 • Qualcast cordless battery strimmer.

Good condition.

£25                                    01837 861298.

On sale at Riverside Stores
 & Post Office

Chocolate Filled Easter Chicks
£2.00

Proceeds to: St Bridget’s Church,
Bridestowe

FORCE (Cancer charity)
Thank you for your support.

 Happy Easter!

Many thanks to

everyone who offered

and gave me plant pots

and trays following my

appeal in Feb.   I had no

idea how many of them

there would be!   They are

all being a great help and

my greenhouse is now bursting with young

plants ready to put out on my roadside plant

stall from around the end of April.    I shall

have a variety of flowers, veg. and shrubs.

Do look out for it on the left, 1 1/2 miles west

of the village on the old A30.   It is on the

brow of the hill going down to Combebow.

For safety, please park in our driveway or in

the lay by across the road.

Everything you buy will go to help a family in

Africa work their way out of poverty.    T.V.

gardener, Toby Buckland (one of our

patrons), said recently ““I’ve seen the work of

Send a Cow first-hand in Ethiopia and I’m still

in awe at what they achieve. By sharing

practical advice with farmers and families,

they help some of the poorest people in

Africa grow their way out of poverty. They in

turn share what they’ve learnt with their

neighbours and so on, transforming lives,

unlocking creativity and the potential of

whole communities. I’m proud to support

their work”  And so am I.

Any enquiries to 861678 or

jenneo78@gmail.com             Jenny Reynolds

In support of

 HOUSEKEEPER available for private

residence. Reliable and hard working.

References available. To enquire,

please contact Nicola 

Tel:  01837 861582

STOP PRESS

The Medicine Packet Recycling Scheme

Start collecting your empty medicine blister

packets -DON’T throw them away.They can

be recycled by Terracycle and charities and

schools will benefit. More infornation in

next month’s BaSE but here will be a drop

off pont at Riversde Stores shortly.
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The 59 Lottery Club

Quick recap

The new look 59 Lottery Club has moved away

from weekly prizes and now will offer a single

monthly prize of £100 from April. It’s a money

raising scheme run by  Bridestowe Village Hall

Management Committee  that gives you a

chance to have a flutter and at the same time

support your village hall financially. It’s based

around the National Lottery’s bonus ball.

All profit goes to Hall funds and will help pay

for maintenance projects and new equipment.

 Each member is allocated a number from 1 to

59 and pays £1 a week for the privilege. If your

number corresponds to the bonus ball drawn

in the National Lottery Draw on the final

Saturday of the month, you win a £100 prize.

If an unallocated number comes up then 

there will be a rollover, so £200 in prize

money. Should that in turn fall to an

unallocated number then the prize will be

awarded according to the bonus ball drawn

the previous week. 

You can make one annual payment of £52  or

two half yearly payments of £26. Payment can

be made by cheque or BACS transfer or cash. 

I am contacting existing members hoping they

will renew their membership but if you fancy

joining our merry band, please contact me for

full details and application form . If everyone

renews and with new members coming

forward, 35 numbers are allocated , so 24

remain and one of those could be yours.

Alison Young  01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet .com

Winners under the previous scheme

February and March

 27th  20 unallocated

March

6th 15  Mike Dennis

13th 20  unallocated

20th 21  Malcolm Sargent

27th

MANY THANKS to those who responded to

my appeal for wool to knit little hats ( see

photo below) for Age UK I have been

overwhelmed by your generosity. In fact I

have even been able to share some with

other charity knitters in the village! I hope to

send over 200 little hats by the finish date so

Thankyou

again. 

Cynthia Higbee

Queen Bees

We are hoping to

hold our first

meeting on ,

Thursday 16th

September if all goes to plan.

We will meet at 7.30pm in the Margaret

Moore suite and the place will be buzzing ! 

Safety gate for sale £15       

Tel: 07544  392 590

Of interest to woodworkers..

½ a dozen cherry logs

18” x 8 “ approx

FREE               01837 861551
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News from the Castle

Hi everyone

I don’t know about you,

but it feels like nature is

giving us a glimpse of new beginnings. The

garden is full of daffodils and catkins and

buds are starting to burst in to life on the

trees and plants.

The good news is that it is looking positive

that we can start re-opening our places. As

you know, the countryside sites have

remained open throughout this lockdown for

local people to take their daily exercise. From

the end of this month, we are also re-opening

the garden at Castle Drogo and the waterfall

walk at Lydford Gorge, again with the steer

for people to stay local. Entry is via a pre-

booked ticket so just head to the website to

get booked on. There is a takeaway offer

available from the cafes at both sites too.

We have to wait a little bit longer to open the

indoor places. We hope that the government

guidance will enable us to open the Castle

mid May and the delightful Finch Foundry will

hopefully be open from the beginning of June,

again with pre-booked tickets. As you all

know, this is all depending on how the release

from lockdown goes so please keep washing

those hands, wearing those masks and

keeping the 2metre distance. The website is

always the best place to look for the latest

information.

In the meantime, keep enjoying your local

walks and the joy that spring brings. I will

keep everything crossed that we will see you

very soon. Stay safe all!

Paula 

Community Involvement Manager, Castle

Drogo and Dartmoor

01647 434130,

paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk          

Free

Robust folding Zedbed guest bed for

sale

Solidly built folding bed with mattress.

Quite old but hardly used. With

wooden headboard which can be used

as tabletop when folded.   Also

electric paper shredder. Ideal for

home or office.

James and Penny McInnes, 

01837 861364. 

Youth Cricket  

We are very excited for another, hopefully,

full season of youth cricket 

training sessions at the cricket ground this

year.

Please come and join us!

Friday 14th May from 6pm 

Boys and Girls 5 Yrs+ welcome

(under 8’s to be accompanied by an adult)

£2 per child per session

No experience necessary just come along

and have fun!

6pm - 7pm 5 - 11 Yrs

7pm - 7:45pm 11 Yrs +

We will be running the ECB Allstars

programme for 5-8yrs and the new

Dynamos for 8-12yrs .

 (No weekly fee for those who choose to

sign up for these programmes)

We are expecting some restrictions to still

be in place so please register by 

contacting Jo on 01837 861114  

jcw_101@hotmail.com 

so we can ensure all sessions run safely and

within the rules.   
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Items for sale

• NEW still in box 24 piece stainless steel cutlery set 

with grey plastic handles  £10

• NEW still in box TAMS 18 piece 1970’s tea set  £10

And for FREE

•  UNUSED 2 bags of replacement coals for a gas fire  

Tel : 01837 861275
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SOURTON ROUNDUP   April 2021

Hall

We are hoping that soon the Covid 19

restrictions will be relaxed and that the hall will

be used again.  We are planning to have a

meeting to finalise the arrangements and are

looking forward to welcoming everyone again

when it is deemed safe to do so.

Michael Houghton

We had a special service on Sunday 9th March

to celebrate Eucharist together and give thanks

to God for Michael’s life and all he had meant

to us.  Our love and prayers are with Beth and

all his family.

Richard Leonard

We were saddened to hear that Richard had

been very ill and had died on 19th February.

He lost his wife Avril in April last year after

caring for her for a long time.  A family funeral

service was held in the churchyard on 5th

March with Rev. Adrian Brook officiating.

Richard was laid to rest there with Avril, having

bravely borne his last illness.  Sourton is

indebted to him in many ways having served

the community well. He was a Parish Councillor

for many years and took the lead in helping to

develop a local track for horses, cyclists and

walkers, keeping them away from the main

road.  We shall miss him in church as he

supported us by taking part in the harvest and

carol services clearly reading the lesson.  We

send our condolences to daughter Alex,

brother John, all his family and many friends.

Church Path

We are very pleased that, at last, work has

been completed on a new church path in the

old churchyard.  It leads from the main church

entrance to the church door and looks

impressive.  The path has a resin bound gravel

surface which is hard wearing and makes it

easier and safer to walk on for the

congregation, any disabled persons and

visitors.  We are very grateful to the many

people who have helped to make this project

possible, especially those who have worked so

hard on our church fundraising activities to

provide the necessary finance.

Easter is the beginning of April and the

planned Church Services are:

April
2nd Good Friday 12 noonHour before the Cross 

at Sourton
4th Easter Sunday   9.30 am Prayer Book    

Holy Communion 
at Sourton – Rev. Adrian Brook

11th 9.30 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 
at Bridestowe – Rev. Adrian Brook

18th 9.30 am Morning Prayer 
at Bridestowe – Caroline North

25th 9.30 am Morning Prayer 

at Sourton -Caroline North

It is encouraging to see the countryside looking

lovely again with the spring flowers.  Sourton

Churchyard has looked a picture with an

abundance of daffodils, crocuses and

primroses. 

 We wish everyone a happy, healthy and

peaceful Easter.

Rose Dashper

Would you like to book

 Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and

would be suitable for a variety of functions

and meetings.  It offers a large hall, kitchen,

disabled toilet, committee room and large

stage.  It has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. 

To book or for more information contact

Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or

email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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Okehampton Library Update

Story Bags at Okehampton Library 

Friends of Okehampton Library were

successful in receiving a £500 grant from our

County Councillor’s Locality Budget to fund

resources to put together some story bags for

families. Staff have been able to purchase

enough books, puppets and wooden

characters to put together 18 story bags,

which are available for loan to local families in

the community. 

Families have been missing their weekly story

time sessions in the library, a time where staff

read to the children and include props and

story sacks to enhance the experience. 

Unfortunately, due to social distancing

measures this valuable activity is not currently

available.     

Reading together helps to develop many skills

including listening, language, communication,

empathy, and reading, whilst also helping to

build bonds between the adult and

child. Using props with stories brings the story

to life and helps to improve a child’s

imagination and ability to make and tell stories

of their own, in addition to developing social

and emotional skills. For these reasons, staff

at Okehampton Library were keen to find a

way to help local families continue to enjoy

story time at home. Each story bag contains a

picture book and either puppets or wooden

characters, together with some hints and tips

on ‘reading with your child’, so that families

can create their own magical story time

adventures.  Contact Okehampton library for a

full list of story bags available for loan. 

Libraries Unlimited Roadmap for

reintroducing in-person library services at

Okehampton Library  

Step One from 29th March. We will be

expanding our Choose & Collect offering, so

more appointments will be available for those

of you who have been patiently waiting to

collect your reservations. From this date the

government messaging moves from ‘Stay at

Home’ to ‘Stay Local’. We encourage you to

minimise your travel and use only your local

library at this time. 

Step Two from 12th April, We will offer phased

library reopening for book browsing and

computer sessions. We will post an update

nearer the time with our opening hours. All

our Covid-secure working practices will remain

in place at this time and ongoing. 

Step Three from 17th May, the rule of 6 will

apply meaning that we can reopen our

meeting room for small groups of 6. 

Step Four from 21st June, based on the

government’s roadmap we should be able to

expand our in-person offer, start to introduce

events and offer meeting rooms for bigger

groups.  

Please contact us for further details.  Email

okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk

or phone 0183752805. 

 Our timetable is subject to government

guidance and potential change.  For full details

of the Libraries Unlimited Roadmap visit:

librariesunlimited.org.uk/news/libraries-unlimit

ed-announces-their-roadmap-for-

reintroducing-in-person-library-services/ 

librariesunlimited.org.uk 
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Spring is here and Summer is on its way.
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Electric bikes         Debbie Pritchard 
Many people are considering buying electric

bikes and I thought that it might be helpful to

share what I have learnt…

My husband, El Tel, hated cycling - I loved it. I

had bought one new bike in my life and I

thought it was fine (my son borrowed it one

day and pointed out that the brakes hardly

worked and the gears were dodgy). 

We did not cycle a lot. El Tel then started

talking about buying an electric bike and I

thought that it would not get much use. I said

things like, ‘You promise that we will go on

cycling holidays and then I am up for it.’ ‘I don’t

need one.’ Finally I cracked and we got one.

Suddenly El Tel loves cycling! He suggests

cycling routes and holidays. The drudge has

gone out of it - suddenly he is at the top of the

hill waiting for me. I am now holding him up

and so I crack too and we have electric bikes,

as do many of our friends and we used to have

trips out together with picnics and things - we

will again I am sure. Wonderful times pottering

lanes and exploring our byways - loads of off

road cycle tracks as well.

So - wonderful things that can unlock fun and

adventure but, be aware:

1. Money: They cost a lot of money (mine

£2,000, El Tel’s £1700 and the car £1500) and it

does not stop there. 

a. They seem to need much more

maintenance and, because they are electric,

like computers they have to have the stuff

downloaded by people who have the right

programme.

b. Because they are heavy, they get

through brake discs very quickly. It is cheaper

to buy your own and install but.

c. Chains seem to wear out in months

too - I don’t know why.

d. My bike is so complicated that it

needs an expert to mend a puncture on the

back wheel. Not every bike may be as

complicated but be aware. I had about five

punctures in as many months and then bought

really expensive new tyres and it has been fine

since. I also always carry self-sealing gloop in

case of an emergency. The world is your oyster

as you explore fascinating back lanes - a

puncture and getting stuck is not what you

need.

e. I worry about when the battery

needs replacing. They are much much more

expensive than car batteries (see below).

2. Weight: Mine is very heavy - much

heavier than most. If I lift it by the saddle, the

saddle pulls in half. Weight of person and/or

machine means:

a. I have to use the electric assist even

on slight slopes.

b. El Tel uses more battery than a

lighter person so can travel less far. You start

and the battery says you have 40 miles but

after 25 it is flat. Not good to push and not

easy to cycle without support. We should have

got El Tel a bike with a bigger battery,

upgrading it would cost about £600. However,

our light friend has the same bike and can do

the 40 miles. 

 Related to this - I am sure that all the

distances for how far your battery will take you

are based on Norfolk. My bike says it has over

90 miles when fully charged. Do not believe it.

Going up Station Road in Okehampton to the

moor in a fierce wind - possibly one or two

miles - used the equivalent of 15 miles. Around

here it is best to assume half what is says.

c. Not easy to get on and off bike racks

or ferries. As one ferryman said to me, ‘if you

can’t lift it, you can’t go on the ferry.’ I can’t and

didn’t. If I take the battery off then it is much

more manageable but even then I do not lift it

by myself. Other people’s bikes would be much

easier - just think about it.

3. What to buy and where to buy: they are

in short supply at the moment - there might be

a second hand market but I suspect they hold

their value (I hope so!).

a. Performance varies significantly.

One friend went out cycling with his brother

and thought his brother was much fitter than

him - however, when trying out his brother’s

bike he discovered that it was the bike that

made the difference.

b. We tried all the local places - Pump

and Pedal (when it was Bostocks), Yelverton

and Launceston. Everyone was very helpful but

I could not find one that I felt comfortable on.

We looked at Partridge Cycles near Kennford

and there is a huge range. I fell in love with

one. However, I would not buy from there

again. It is too far away, you lose your free

service if it is not done in six weeks and my

bike was there for two weeks after the service

stopped the battery charging
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properly and stopped the lights working at all.

Actually after two weeks they discovered that

there was not a fault, they had changed the

settings. We now go to the ever helpful Pump

and Pedal for services - but, nice as they are, I

have to do this more than I am used to

needing to and they do not have the computer

gizmos for my bike (so back to Kennford again).

c. One friend bought hers on line, at a

much cheaper price, put it together herself

with no problem and has had no problems.

This may seem obvious, but you do have to

cycle with an electric bike. These are not like

scooters. They take the drudge out of hills but

steep hills can still be hard work. They have

assist - not motors. The assist means that

many of us do more cycling and take more

exercise as a result. There are some who see

them as cheating and I sympathise. But how

else would I have got El Tel ever to even

contemplate a cycling holiday? 

NOTICE OF CLOSURE
17th & 18th April 

We would like to inform you
that Bridestowe Cricket

Ground will be closed to all

members of the public for the weekend of the
17th and 18th of April.

This is to allow for pre-season work to be carried

out on the pavilion and grounds.

Millaton cricket ground is privately owned and

the committee welcome local residents to freely
access and enjoy the beautiful setting. 

We would kindly ask that everyone making use
of the ground continue to show respect by not

walking on the cricket square (the shorter cut bit

in the middle), picking up after their dog (even if
it’s on the very edge) and make contact with a

member of the committee if you come across

any damage or issues at the ground.
We are very much looking forward to a full

season of excellent cricket and welcome

spectators  to come and cheer the teams on!

 THANK YOU from

the Friends of

Bridestowe School

We would like to say a

massive thank you to

Colin and Michaela 

for donating the proceeds of ‘Make your

own bird box’ kits.

We know lots of local kids and adults

enjoyed this and that

many local birds will be busy making

thier nests!

These funds have gone straight to

finishing off the new 

outdoor learning structure in the

environmental area.

We are very much looking forward to

being able to arrange some fundraising

events as restrictions allow but, in the

meantime, initiatives like this mean we

can keep supporting the school to give

the kids the best.
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 Who Lived Here? Howard Barkell

You only need to take a short stroll to the

moor to see how habitation patterns have

changed with the centuries. From the Bronze

Age hut circle homes below Arms Tor to the

comparatively recent ruins of Doe Tor

farmstead people have come, settled and

gone. This pattern can be traced in various

parts of our parishes. Reasons probably vary,

the climate may well have changed over the

centuries, places of employment and patterns

of work certainly have. Add to this the need

and desire for better housing with modern

amenities and there are comparatively few

really old buildings left. In many cases cottages

were rebuilt on top of old, new sites were

developed or buildings which previously had a

different use, particularly in agriculture, have

been redeveloped as homes, while other sites

have been abandoned. I thought we might

think about some of the latter.

For hundreds of years the main area of local

employment was agriculture. The discovery of

minerals and the short lived boom in mining

led to a doubling of the population around

1850 and the quarrying and burning of

limestone kept numbers high during the

period 1700-1900.  The coming of the railway

also had impact on the area, first with the

temporary influx of navvies to build the

infrastructure and then with trained men to

run the stations and maintain the track as well

as labourers to quarry the stone needed for

ballast. It is probably no accident that a

building boom above the school in Lydford and

along Vale Down coincided with the coming of

the railway.

I have no idea how long the Bronze Age sites

were occupied, but judging from the

associated funerary remains it was

considerable. In a previous article it was

thought that the farm at Doe Tor was in use for

at least two hundred years, although the actual

buildings would have been altered and added

to during that time before its abandonment in

the mid nineteen fifties. Unlike the Bronze Age

settlements it is unlikely that many traces of

that will be left after three thousand years.

At Sourton quarry and along through Stone,

Blue Meadow and Combebow the effort to

make use of the limestone outcrops and later

the below ground level deposits left huge piles

of overburden known as Ramps, as well as

deep ponds at Sourton and Stone. The kilns

used to burn the limestone have been unused

for over a hundred years and are rapidly

decaying. The only ones visible are those by

the road below Crosslanes.  The work was

almost entirely manual so several men walked

to work from the villages, but others lived on

site. In 1851 there were 4 cottages at Waterloo

(Sourton Quarry lane) and four at the quarry.

Thirty years later 6 were recorded at Waterloo

and 3 at the quarry. Waterloo disappeared as a

name many years ago, two buildings remain,

one a case of workmen’s cottages made into

one house. All the cottages, including the

substantial quarry owner’s house overlooking

the pond and the later farm buildings, are now

derelict. The quarry’s latest incarnation is as an

important bat haven and as such is private.

Similarly there were 8 dwellings at Stone

Quarry in 1851, but by 1891 all had become

empty and I only remember fragments of walls

still standing. At Woodfordham there were 11

cottages as well as 4 at Woodhead in 1851

mostly occupied by quarrymen. Twenty years

later there were still 9 and 2, but hardly any

inhabited by quarrymen. Near the old A30

beside the lane leading to Woodfordham was a

cottage called Limers Hole or Hall. This was

where the limer, the man in charge of filling

the kiln and supervising the week-long burning

process lived. By 1871 it was occupied by an

agricultural labourer. It has been lived in

during my lifetime, but its remains are now

barely visible close to the bridge. 

At the aptly named Woodhead at the top of the

lane beside Burley Wood a dwelling has

survived by being converted from a cottage

into a hay store, although that is also now

decaying. Where a family named Brook with

ten children lived before moving to a larger

home further down the valley, and then on to a

larger farm at Hewton in Sourton parish the

roof timbers were replaced and the roof re-

slated. What might have been an upstairs

window was converted to a door and the

upper floor made a good store for hay.

Presumably the ground floor
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was used for cattle. It was once the haunt of a

barn owl. There is no doubt that it was once a

home. The open fireplace still survives, capped

by a huge granite lintel. In the side of the

hearth can be seen the empty hole where the

bread oven used to be. The joists and flooring

of the upper floor have long since rotted away

leaving the plastered upstairs walls visible. The

two adjacent doorways may be original, but

one downstairs window has been blocked. The

house lies on the edge of the Iron Age hillfort,

close to the Norman motte and bailey castle.

Thomas Brook came to Bridestowe from

Inwardleigh to work in the limestone quarry,

then moved to farming when that work dried

up. A member of the Brook family was still

living at the ‘new ’Woodhead in 1939. Members

of the family still live in the district.

Possibly dating from when the railway was

built c. 1874 people lived below Lake Viaduct.

By 1881 two families were living there, one

called Roach, the other Wilson. Both had been

itinerant railway workers with children born in

various parishes. Elizabeth Wilson was born

there in 1876, so buildings of some sort were

already in place by then. The Roach family

were there for over 20 years, Abraham Wilson

was promoted to ganger on the permanent

way and moved to one of the two newly built

cottages at Coombe Crossing. You may

remember reading previously that his young

daughter was knocked down by a train on the

crossing. He was pensioned after 39 years of

railway service and went to live at Leawood

Lodge, but only survived a further seven

weeks. He died at the age of sixty two. The

other railway cottage was occupied by another

railway family called Roach. All three men

would have had to walk along the track six

days a week to work from Bridestowe Station.

Although the dwellings below the viaduct were

probably erected as temporary homes one was

occupied until at least the middle of the

twentieth century. The last family to live there

was called Meadows. Sarah Roach from

Coombe Cottage married Jethro Meadows and

they and six children ended up at Lake Down!

All that remains now is the ivy clad chimney

breast to the right of the track on the descent

from the Granite Way.

Standing beside Coombe Crossing today it

seems impossible that there was room for a

double track railway and two semi-detached

cottages in such a narrow gap, but the rear

wall of the cottages on the right by the crossing

as you approach the viaduct is proof. When the

railway closed in 1968 several workmen were

made redundant and the cottages were

demolished. Sid Trewin was probably one of

the last people to have lived there. Although he

never worked on the railway his father and

uncle did. The small ruin on the left just before

the crossing gate was possibly a permanent

way gang’s hut, since replaced by the concrete

one near the viaduct.

Although places, people and events from the

past may seem irrelevant in this day and age I

find them fascinating and hope some of you

may share that interest. While things, including

us, are always evolving, we are what we are

partly because of the history of our forebears

and the world they lived in. It doesn’t do us any

harm to remember how their lives differed

from ours, the difficulties they had to face and

their resilience in doing so. 

Another place which might be worth

investigating is that little settlement down the

lane from Cock’s Heath. The gardens there

were once filled with spent .303 cartridges

from manoeuvres during the war and conkers

from the chestnut trees, heaven for inquisitive

little boys, and nearby the equipment used by

Keeper Johns to rear pheasants for the squire.

Have you come across any others worth

investigating? Remember that abandoned sites

may be potentially dangerous.

Many thanks to June Hewer for delivering

BaSE to the Combebow residents for many

years. Is there anyone willing to take over
this round and deliver the 18 odd copies? If

no one comes forward,  I can leave extra
copies in Riverside Stores for residents to

pick up.

BaSE has received a couple of generous
donations recently  and we are very

grateful; this will fund the purchase of
paper and toner.

Just a reminder that you can advertise in

BaSE for no charge. AY
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Bridestowe Churches Partnership

Bridestowe Methodist church

As things are improving regarding Covid, we

are going to start having services in the

chapel again on Easter Sunday. Our worship

will be led by Alison Morgan. Easter is a great

celebration of the certain hope of new life

that Jesus offers to all people. 

We will still have to adhere to social

distancing restrictions so the number of

people able to attend is reduced. If possible

please contact Dean

(deanmjames0@gmail.com) or Brian

(b.maddaford2@btinternet.com) If you are

hoping to join us. Face masks must be worn. 

The next service at the Chapel will be on the

18th of April.                 Zoom services

continue every Sunday, please contact Dean

for the meeting details. 

On Maundy Thursday we are going to share

in an Agape meal on zoom at 7pm, and on

Good Friday, there will be a time of reflection

at 10am via zoom again.

Easter Poem: Hang It On The Cross

If you have a secret sorrow, a burden or a loss,

An aching need for healing...Hang it on the Cross.

If worry steals your sleep and makes you turn

and toss, If your heart is feeling heavy...Hang it

on the Cross.

Every obstacle to faith or doubt you come

across, Every prayer unanswered ....Hang it on

the Cross.

For Christ has borne our brokenness and dearly

paid the cost.To turn our trials to triumph...

Hanging on the Cross

St Bridget’s Church Services in April

 2nd   Good Friday         Hour at the Cross

Sourton      12.00pm

  3rd    Easter Eve            Exulstet Service

Lydford         7.00pm

  4th    Easter Day            Holy Communion

Sourton        9.30am

 11th                                  Holy Communion

Bridestowe   9.30am

 18th                                 Morning Prayer

Bridestowe    9.30am

25th                                  Morning Prayer

Sourton          9.30am

Creation Station Packs are back for the Easter Holidays

Bags will be distributed to children via the school

Easter Trail

Go to

https://spark.adobe.com/pageMpovEbQqS5Bzh

to find the trail card.

Over the holidays, find all the cards, explore the

Easter story and collect all the words and verses.

Use this to create a piece of art to encourage a friend

or neighbour.

Easter Garden Competition

For a chance to win 1 of 3 £10 amazon gift vouchers, create an Easter Garden and

post your finished creation on Facebook or Instagram and tag @infusion.methodist.

Alternatively, email it to info@infusionwestdevon.org.

Age categories

   1) 6 and under 2) 7-9s 3) 10s+.

                  CLOSING DATE SAT 17th APRIL!
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Bridestowe Parish Council News  

    The chair has thanked several members of

public who have very kindly offered to

undertake the parish footpath inspection.

Devon County Council’s footpath inspector is to

provide maps for each volunteer so they can

mark where there are defects or where way

markers are required and then DCC will carry

out the repairs. 

There were eight diseased ash trees in all, in

the sporting green, that needed felling. The

contractor did a super job and the timber was

cut to manageable lengths and made freely

available to parishioners (for wood burners). He

also provided and delivered to the primary

school, cut to size timber for outdoor seats and

tables for the children. 

A planning application that has been received

from WDBC by the parish council for comment

This is No; 0500/21/FUL at Belle Vue Belle Vue,

Station Road. If you Google WDBC Planning, the

details can be accessed by putting in this

application number. A parish council site

meeting is being arranged and a planning

meeting (date below) has been set, consistent

with closing date for comments to WDBC by

22/04/21. The date and agenda will be

advertised in all the usual places. 

Our contractor is to treat the main church path

because it can be slippery with moss and

weeds, particularly on the edges in wet

weather. This will be carried out at the same

time as the first spraying of the roadside

gutters. 

A new dog wastebin for Launceston Road has

been installed by the council to replace the

damaged vandalised bin. This cost in excess of

£100 and this did not include the installation!

The pothole in the narrow part of Fore Street,

near the church gate, is to be repaired but

there is a backlog  according to DCC. The parish

council will chase this up if required. When it

rains, the resultant puddle is splashed by cars

onto the walls of the cottages and makes a

considerable mess for the householders. They

would be most grateful if you would please

drive slowly through this area.

The council was updated on the wildlife friendly

project for Bridestowe. It is hoped that through

engagement with the community ideas can be

implemented with consequent benefit to the

wildlife environment. The initiative fits in well

with the aims and objectives of  the Devon

Carbon project

It is steps such as planting a tree at the village

hall and creating brash piles in the sporting

green that will benefit the natural environment.

The volunteer group are intending to use the

roadside verges to promote wildflowers.

The chair confirmed that the village hall has

received a trickle of bookings for weddings etc.

post lock down), and it is hoped community

groups will be able to return in September. The

financial grants received by the village hall from

WDBC have been a lifeline.

 It had been hoped that the referendum on our

Neighbourhood Plan would have taken place

on May 6th but will instead be carried out  later

in the year.

 

Date of next virtual PC Meetings are

Wednesday 14th April 2021 (Planning

meeting) and Wednesday 5th May 2021 (Full

parish council meeting) both at 7.30 pm on

Zoom.

All parishioners are welcome to log in. Please

contact me for access password.

Agendas and also minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed in the bus

shelters and noticeboards in the parish, or on

the Bridestowe web site at

,www.bridestowe.org.uk   

If any parishioners know of anyone, including

perhaps the elderly, those with disabilities and

the vulnerable who may need assistance or are

struggling in the lock-down, then please do

make contact and we will try and help, or make

contact with someone who can, on their behalf.

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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www.thetoyshopoke.co.uk                             FB:the toyshopokey

Tel: 07854 206 400                                        Email: thetoyshop@outlook.com

*the voucher is only valid in the shop, not online
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THE WHITE HART INN, 
BRIDESTOWE

                  Tel: 01837 861318

RE-OPENING ON MONDAY 12TH APRIL

We  will be opening on the 12th April under the government  guidelines of only outside and

table service. 

We will only be serving  takeaway food until May but this does now include drinks.

We will be running on reduced times and days until Monday 17th May when hopefully the

restrictions  will be lifted and people are allowed inside.

Times as follows: 

MONDAY 12th April - BECAUSE WE CAN!

Drinks -12.00pm - close

Food  - 12.00pm - 3pm,  5.30pm - 8.30pm

After the 12th April

We will be opening every :-

All of the above is very weather dependant. We will do our best to stay open but the weather

will play a big part  and this is why we have made the decision not to do Sunday roasts until

May when people can sit inside.

We are looking forward to seeing you all again and would like to thank everyone who has

supported us during what has been a very testing year. Let’s look forward to a long hot

summer.    

Sarah and Mike

Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 

Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT

Tel: 01837 861212

Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk
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Friday

Drinks - 5.00pm - close

Food - 5.30pm - 8.30pm

Sunday

Drinks -12.00pm - close

Food - 12.00pm - 4.00pm

Saturday

Drinks -12.00pm - close

Food -12.00pm - 3pm,  5.30pm - 8.30pm

Thursday

Drinks - 5.00pm - close

Food-  5.30pm - 8.30pm

Kevin Ball, your Devon County Councillor

Contact details.    Address: 74 North Street, Okehampton, EX20 1BD

Mobile: 07870 377879

Email: kevin.ball@devon.gov.uk. 



For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne

books, please contact:

Jackie Butler
Independent Usborne Organiser

Elsie’s Book Corner

07828323473

elsiesbookcorner@gmail.comFind me on 

Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Paul Sprake
Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages
• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 
PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

  Associates
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SBG Plumbing & Heating Services -

Lydford

Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811490356                              

sigilbert@btinternet.com

Private Tutoring 
Oxford English Literature and

English Graduate

DBS checked

Available for one-to-one or family

group tutoring in humanities

subjects and mathematics up to

GCSE level.

 Online or in person. 

£18 /hour. 

Please email Bella at

bwestlake1732@gmail.com for

more information or with any

queries. 

Okehampton Recycling

Centre
Exeter Road 

Industrial Estate

Okehampton

EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

 



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Carpentry

Complete carpentry service Roofs, dormers and Veluxes

Kitchens supplied and fitted     1st and 2nd FIX

Free quotations

Tel: 07540 956379           www.magnacarpentry.com

MOOR CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic Cleaning Holiday Lets Ironing

Home Support Liability Insured

Tel. - Paula 07885 742 908

Email - moorcleaningservices@gmail.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 
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Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

EDZ

Painting and decorating

service.

 Interior and exterior work .

Reasonable rates

Free quotes

Chimney sweeping

service sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window

cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have

for valeting - collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com



River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park will open on April 12th. Meanwhile we are taking bookings  for

the touring side and holiday vans. Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated, double glazed,

static caravans are available for hire, either for the week or for short breaks.

Details on request  01837 861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 6pm. Hand washing facilities

have been installed and hard surfaces will be

wiped down between customers. Tokens

available from Reception.
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Rob McBain Tree Services
Trained, Certified & Insured

All tree work undertaken 

Hedge laying & pruning 

 Fencing 

07824 980 198
robmcbain@hotmail.com

Traditional standing seam metal roofing

Specialising in zinc, copper, aluminium

and stainless steel

Free quotes

 Mike     07732 756 774

James  07713 193 493

zincnationroofing@gmail.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage

The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment, call 01837 658696

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter



Robert & Nicholas McNamara

01566 783471
Specialists in round the clock

care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services

Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial

Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 

Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!

07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Need a cleaner? Can also offer some personal care
Ring Liz Morton on 07968 444 692
Ask Debbie Pritchard on 07837 859 706 if you want a reference.

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton
Very Competitive Rates
Telephone: 01837 861 509
Mobile: 07748344978
Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent

references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 

Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

• Rotary/ manual sweeping                 

 • Certificates for insurance issued      

       • Chimney CCTV recordings carried out
• Birds nest removal                             

           • Complete dust free service

High reach equipment also available for

gutter cleaning/ external chimney repair
Special rates for BaSE catchment area

Call: 01837 861873         07747419950

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH

BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an

extensive and ever increasing range of

handmade designs........newborns,

expressions of love, family, animals and

many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current

catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com
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Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

Picking up the pace now with lots of hardy plants for sale.
At the end of April, when we’re frost-free, we will have
all your favourites for borders, tubs and baskets - lobelia,
petunias, busy Lizzies, geraniums, bellis and more.
 John and Angie

01837 861866

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the

entrepreneur’s trap? 
I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat



JAMES TENNANT LTD

LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,

Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478

Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all

makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 

Courtesy car available if required, while

we MOT your vehicle.
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Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling, Reductions, Hedge

trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also quality firewood supplied

Fully insured Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel: 07881 288093

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian

Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)

BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to

provide a range of high quality
arboricultural services Services include:

Tree removals, tree pruning, reductions,

thinning, shaping and dead wood removal,

hedge trimming, stump grinding and tree
planting. Call now for advice and a free, no

obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 

Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ products from

Penny McInnes

Zoom and Skype are fine but there is nothing like

receiving a greetings card to raise the spirits.

Thumbprint Art greetings cards and postcards

with local views are available from Bridestowe

Stores. Available from me are cards with pictures

of other locations, and A4 and 7” x 9” prints in

clear sleeves, which are cheap and easy to frame.

Do you have an interesting home/ garden/

business premises which would look good as a

‘thumbprint’? For a chat about a possible

commission, or details of the full range and

prices of products, ring me, Penny McInnes, on

01837 861364 or email pennymcinnes@aol.com  

     Les Sorts It           
I am an experienced gardener and no

job is turned down.
 I also offer cleaning services with

experience and also..
WEEDING, GRASS CUTTING, HEDGE
TRIMMING, PLANTING, PRUNING &

GENERAL OUTSIDE JOBS

If you would like a quote or have any
questions please call,

Les  - 07591 761 096


