
Bridestowe & Sourton
  Extra

The Christmas

Tree Festival

All being well, the
Christmas Tree

Festival will be

taking place at St.
Bridget’s Parish

Church

 between  12th- 20th December.

There will be a lovely display of

seasonal trees decorated by local
businesses and organisations, each

with a collection box beneath, for their

nominated charity. Charities have

suffered greatly this year with reduced

contributions, just when the demand
for their services has been so needed.

Please come along and support this

event and enjoy some quiet time to

reflect on what has been an

extraordinary year.
Keep an eye open for posters around

the village, giving further details and

opening times.

Uptodate government coronavirus
guidelines  will be adhered to.

We look forward to welcoming you to

the Christmas Tree Festival

If you have any queries, please do not
hesitate to contact Georgina Hodgson

(861183) or Jenny Thirtle (861256).

VACANCY – Sourton Parish Council

A vacancy has arisen for the role of Parish

Councillor on Sourton Parish Council.  The

time has passed for an election to be called

therefore the Parish Council now wish to co-

opt someone to the council. 

Are you interested in serving your local

community?

Do you have time or expertise which could

benefit your community?

Are you concerned about your local area and

want to make a difference?

If you would like to get involved and want to

know more, including the eligibility

requirements, please contact the Clerk:

Angela Braidwood, on 01837 871308 or

email to parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk

Wishing you all a

very happy Christmas

and New Year

The Vicar writes...
    So the end of the year beckons and what we

thought was going to be a two week

interruption to our lives back in March, is still

with us. Whatever we think of Covid it has

changed a lot of things for most of us. My

vocabulary for one;  ‘furlough’ isn’t something

to do with ploughing , I no longer associate

‘zoom’ with ice lollies or ‘lockdown’ as

something you do to rioting prisoners.

 I never thought there would be a time in my

life when I would put more alcohol on my

hands than I drink but these are

unprecedented times. It seems increasingly

difficult to distinguish normal pre-covid life
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from covid life. Do you get thicker as you get

older or are the lockdowns causing my brain

to addle? There are some things I just can’t

seem to understand, for example, if one of

the diagnostic symptoms of the covid virus

is loss of taste and smell why do you have to

go to a test centre for a test? why not do it at

home? pour a glass of wine and if you can

smell it and taste it you are OK, not only will

it save the NHS money but you can test

yourself as often as you like, several times a

day if need be.  Also, if the virus is so

contagious that we have to wear masks to

stop it spreading, why do they have to ram a

stick so far down your throat it makes you

gag in order to test you? Why not just cough

on it?

On the other hand there’s no point in

getting older if we don’t get any wiser, we do

get to know ourselves better with age. This

is definitely an area where lockdowns have

helped. After years of wanting to tidy my

study but lacked the time, I’ve discovered

that wasn’t the reason. It is quite possible to

have an empty diary and by the end of the

week realise you haven’t really done

anything. I did steel myself to contact my

phone provider to update my contract,

apparently the GPO don’t do it anymore. I

picked up the phone and braced myself. ‘It

doesn’t matter how long it takes’ I told

myself ‘you’ve got all day’ Yes I know they

will be experiencing a high volume of calls

and I could try online, Yes I know my call is

important to them and it will eventually be

answered by a student reading from a script

and asking me how I am today? clearly they

are not concerned about my wellbeing as

they are completely indifferent to the fact

that I have just had to listen to Jingle Bells

for two hours in the middle of November. I

put the phone down and decide to do it

tomorrow.

The day is punctuated by meal times which

have now taken on a huge significance. They

are not just refuelling stops to stave off

hunger but have become major life events.

After breakfast I can plan lunch over

elevensies. My offer to prepare supper gets

a muted response from the rest of the

family. We rarely have enough ingredients

for the Jamie Oliver cookbook recipes and

they always seem to require using every

available pot, pan and utensil in the kitchen.

The strange spice I’ve never heard of that is

an essential ingredient is only available

through Amazon and will never reach here

by lunchtime so I choose something that

looks similar from the spice rack. My lightly

sea salted, white chocolate and wild fruit

cheesecake ends up tasting like a Blackberry

curry.  I haven’t volunteered to do the

washing up yet although I mean to at some

point (see above, telephoning phone coy.)

Life can be a mystery at times. At least we’ve

got Christmas to look forward to and who

knows, covid might help us see it in a new

light.

Adrian Brook
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 PETER PONSFORD

Mollie and family would like to thank

everyone for all the many cards, messages of

sympathy and heartfelt support received on

the passing of Peter. Thank you. 

NANCY CLEARY

Janet and I would like to thank everyone for

their extremely kind donations to ELF (Exeter

Leukaemia Fund), in memory of Mum.

An amazing total of £882.50 was raised.

DAVID PORTER.

Our sympathies go to Diane and the family

following the death of David Porter at the

age of 94. Next month’s newsletter will

include a piece on a man who was a very

active member of the community 
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Okehampton Library update

Coronavirus: Tier 2 Announcement

We remain open under Tier 2 restrictions

Okehampton Library opening hours from 2 December:

10:00-12:00 Monday - Saturday  and

14:00-16:00 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday

    •  2 metre social distancing measures are in place.

    •  you will be required to wear a face covering unless you are exempt.

    •  we are open for you to browse, borrow and return items.

    •  public computers are available for 1-hour use, please book in advance. 

    •  We are conducting Test & Trace as required by the government.  

      Download the NHS Test & Trace App or fill out your contact details in the library lobby.



Bridestowe’s

Queen Bees hope

to restart meeting

again in April 2021.

Hopefully  by then
we will be able to

get together safely although

presumably there will be some Covid

restrictions still. So fingers crossed! 

POTATOES FOR SALE 

Marfona 25 kg £8 a bag 

Call Graeme Horn on 07703 729 306

Blackabroom Farm 

Delivery free in Bridestowe area

(Saturday)
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 Sourton Parish Council Update

 December 2020

During a very difficult year for many, Sourton

Parish Council have managed to continue to

work throughout the Covid-19 pandemic using

the Zoom conferencing facility. This has

enabled the council to continue with their

business uninterrupted.  

In March Sourton PC joined with the

Bridestowe support hub which coordinates

support for the two parishes during the

pandemic.  Full details are still available on the

websites.  Anyone who requires assistance

should contact the Sourton Clerk.

Cllr Horn has remained Chair and Cllr Eberle

has taken the role of Vice Chair this year. Cllr

Fogerty volunteered as Crime Commissioner

Advocate. The police and crime commissioner’s

councillor advocate scheme aims to improve

communication between local councillors, the

police and the police and crime commissioner. 

Councillor Jury, Cllr Jewell and Cllr Hockridge

remain as members. The clerk of 6 years,

Melanie Leonard, retired and Angela

Braidwood took over in November 2019.

Cllr Eberle continues to work with the

Neighbourhood Plan Group. Recent updates

on progress can be viewed on the council

website. 

Throughout the year we have considered all

planning applications in the parish, in

accordance with the Joint Local Plan, also

arranging site visits where possible.

We continue to report highway problems to

Devon County Council.  The council have also

reported on litter, fly-tipping, abandoned

vehicles to West Devon and continue to work

with Dartmoor National Park and the Devon

County Council if any problems occur with

rights of way. 

The Sourton Community Website.

(http://www.sourtonpc.co.uk) is regularly

updated with dates of meetings, agendas,

minutes, policy documents, finance and audit

documents and local updates and news.  There

are also links to WDBC public consultations.

Please contact the clerk if you have anything

you think would be useful to the community to

have on the website. There is also a link to the

Bridestowe and Sourton Extra newsletter.

The Council have taken on the role of

maintaining the closed graveyard at St Thomas

a Becket.  The grass cutting and maintenance

of the closed graveyard and also village green

are put out for tender annually and have been

well maintained. Unfortunately one Ash tree

needed to be felled this year. 

Earlier in the year grants were given to

Dartmoor Rescue, Okehampton & District

Community Transport Group & Sourton Hall

and CAB.  The Council have now established a

new grant application process and details are

available on the website or from the Clerk.

Additionally, if anyone would like to become a

member of the council, there is a current

councillor vacancy.  For further details and an

application form please contact the Clerk.

Finally, the Council would like to wish everyone

a merry Christmas and best wishes for the new

year. 

QUALITY
SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE
Shed stored and ready to
burn to keep you toasty

this winter!
Competitively priced with friendly and

reliable delivery available locally
Call Roger for further information on 

07886 185281
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    Les Sorts It           
I am an experienced gardener and no

job is turned down.

During the winter times I also offer

cleaning services with experience also.

WEEDING, GRASS CUTTING, HEDGE

TRIMMING, PLANTING, PRUNING &

GENERAL OUTSIDE JOBS

If you would like a quote or have any

questions please call,

Les  - 07591 761 096



Pannage in the New Forest

During the autumn months, it’s not an

uncommon sight to see pigs roaming the

forest floor. The reason for this is  pannage

Pannage is the practice of releasing domestic

pigs into a forest (also known as ‘Common of

mast’), and goes all the way back to the time of

William the Conqueror, who founded The New

Forest in 1079.

The pigs are released onto the forest to eat

fallen acorns, beechmast, chestnuts and other

nuts; green acorns in particular are poisonous

to the New Forest ponies and cattle which

roam the forest the majority of the year.

Up to 600 pigs and piglets will work their way

through the forest eating the acorns and nuts

from the forest floor. It is the only time of year

that the pigs are allowed to ‘roam’ the open

forest, the rest of the time they are kept in

their smallholdings by the commoners. In the

19th century the number of pigs released for

pannage was as high as 6,000.

Pannage is no longer carried out in many

areas of the country but can still be observed

every year here in the New Forest National

Park. Pannage lasts for a minimum of 60 days

and is vital because acorns are poisonous in

large quantities to cattle and ponies and can

lead to colic. Pigs however are believed to spit

out the toxic skins and enjoy eating the acorns.

You can usually find the pigs roaming the

forest floors from around the third week in

September, or whenever the acorns begin to

drop from the beautiful oak and beech trees.

The exact Pannage dates are decided by the

New Forest Verderers and the Forestry

Commission based on seasonal variations.

During times of exceptional acorn falls, the

pannage season is usually extended by the

Verderers. This year Pannage starts on

Monday 14 September 2020 and has been

extended to 21 December 2020.

New Forest pigs must also be fitted with a ring

through their nose which still enables them to

forage through leaf litter and surface

vegetation but stops them from rooting into

the ground with their snouts causing damage

to the Forest. Some of the different breeds of

pig that you can find out on the New Forest

include: Tamworth, Gloucestershire Old Spot,

the British Saddleback and the Wessex

Saddleback. There isn’t a specific breed of New

Forest pig.

During the pannage season the local artisan

bakeries, farm shops and shops sell piggy-

shaped biscuits to celebrate this most ancient

of New Forest practices.
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The 59 Club - supporting Bridestowe’s

village hall

October

31st  35  Mary Warren

November

7th 44 unallocated

14th 13 unallocated

21st 47    Angela Elkins

28th 32    unallocated

Christmas prizes of £50, £35 and £25 will be

awarded when 3 members’ numbers are

picked randomly, so there will be winners in

December.

Alison Young  01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet .com



For those requiring ANY form of assistance, please don’t hesitate to ask.

Bridestowe Email: bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk Telephone: Pete Daniels -

Clerk to the Council: 01837 861244

Sourton Email: parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk Telephone: 01837 871308 or 0799071248

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

We little thought when we met at Glebe Town in February that it would be our last meeting for

a year or more. This is what has (and mainly hasn’t) happened since.

As we agreed, I gave £100 from our funds to Bridestowe Village Hall. This was gratefully

received and put toward the cost of tree planting.

I have more recently sent a similar donation to the Friends of Okehampton Library.

Adele sent her best wishes to you all before she moved to start a new venture in north Devon.

I very much hope that, thanks to the scientists who have been working tirelessly on our behalf,

we shall be able to meet again at some point in 2021. 

Finally I would like to thank members very much for their thoughtful gift of garden vouchers

which I have spent on Spring bulbs.

I hope everyone is keeping well and wish you as Merry a Christmas as possible.

Ann Allan on 861551

National Tree Week 

National Tree Week is the UK’s largest annual tree celebration, marking the

start of the winter tree planting season (November to March each year).

This year, it’s taking place  between 28 November – 6 December. 

Tree Council first established National Tree Week in March 1975 to support national replanting

of trees after the outbreak of Dutch Elm disease. Each year, upward of a quarter of a million

people don their boots and gloves and come together to plant trees.

Devon is likely to lose the majority of ash trees (Fraxinus excelsior) due to the spread of ash

dieback disease. The Sporting Green will lose its infected trees in the next few months. There

is no one tree that can replace ash. Aspen, sycamore and elm are the closest match. It is

strongly recommended to plant a rich variety of species of trees as this will better fit the

ecological void that loss of ash will create. It will also provide a far more resilient and viable

landscape in the face of the many tree diseases that threaten our landscape.
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Church Music at Bridestowe by Howard

Barkell

Although three generations of my family were

heavily involved in either bellringing, organ

playing or choral singing, and I was reluctantly

pressed into being a soloist as a boy, I never

managed to show any prowess at music

despite numerous lessons and frequent

cajoling! However, I thought a brief reminder

of an anniversary this month might be worth a

mention.

I have no idea when church music started to

be accompanied, but we do know that most

local churches once had a gallery at the back

where the musicians sat. How they learned

their instruments and what the quality of their

performance was may be open to question.

Was it that more people used to take music

lessons than is now the case? My father only

played his violin once after my sister was born.

She cried so much that it was consigned to the

back of the cupboard for ever. He also liked to

tell the story of how the carol singers from the

village and Combebow met by chance in the

middle of Close Hill and how a young Willie

Simmons, the blacksmith down there, took out

his fiddle and they all sang While Shepherds

Watched to the tune Lyngham. That was over

a hundred years ago, of course.

The harmonium took pride of place towards

the end of the nineteenth century. When a

service to mark the re-opening of the church

after an extensive ‘restoration’ in 1890 was

held it was noted that Mrs. Francis, the wife of

the Rector, was at the harmonium. So it

continued for the next forty years. The music,

some quite sophisticated for a small village,

was led by the Rector’s wife or his daughters. 

In 1930 a decision was made to replace the

harmonium with a pipe organ. The firm

chosen to build it was Geo. Osmond and Co., a

family run business from Taunton. It was

decided to place it in the chancel near the

choir stalls. Some structural changes to the

vestry were necessary to make it fit. It was a

simple single manual instrument with a

footboard, few stops and a manual blower.

The grand opening of its installation was on

18th December 1930. It was dedicated by the

Bishop of Crediton, William Surtees, and

played by Sydenham Janes, the very

experienced organist at Okehampton Parish

Church. Various fund-raising events were

organised before and after the opening to pay

for the work.

When Revd. Davies and his wife, the organist,

left in 1935, my aunt Renie Harris took on the

mantle for the next thirty odd years. A

succession of solitary organ blowers pumped

the bellows in the vestry until an electric

blower was finally fitted. It was always a

challenge to keep alert and know when to

pump and to keep a keen eye on the

pendulum to make sure the organist had

enough air to sound the notes.

My sister was the musician in the family. She

was initially taught on this local organ. The

music master at Marlborough House School,

evacuated to Great Bidlake from Hawkhurst in

Kent during the war, was a professional

organist. When the school returned to Kent he

retired to Exeter and Phyllis was able to

continue her lessons on a much bigger organ

in a church there. She was known for her

rousing voluntaries at the end of the service. A

particular favourite of Sir Robert Hamilton

who lived at Collaven was Finlandia. While

others filed out he would stay in his pew until

the very end of the piece.

Various people have come forward to take on

the responsibility of organist over the past

ninety years. We should be appreciative of

their dedication and time, usually given

voluntarily.

Jeannette Sanders will be 90 years old on

21st December and warm wishes for a very

happy birthday come from friends and all at

Glebe Park.
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 Bridestowe Parish Council News

At the recent Zoom meeting on Wednesday

25th November the parish council  set a

budget and precept for 2020/2021 with no

increase, mindful of  the pressure on

parishioners’ finances caused by the

pandemic. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is one step closer to

completion with the parish council accepting

the recommendations made by the Examiner,

Barbara Maksymiw, during her recent

examination of the plan and its supporting

documents.

As reported last month, there are a few ash

trees in the Sporting Green that are dead or

dying from die-back disease and require

taking down. The parish council, having

received some quotations for the work to

remove them before they become hazardous,

is inviting more, from suitably qualified

persons. If you would like to quote please

contact the council via the clerk. 

The vandalised nest swing in the Sporting

Green is due to be replaced by a local

company, hopefully before Christmas. The

insurance has completely covered the cost of

the vandalism to the play equipment and to

the air ambulance emergency lighting mast.

The parish council has been appraising the

play equipment in the Sporting Green. The

surface under the multiplay has deteriorated

and a decision on the way forward was

discussed. If an ambitious project is embraced

to replace the unit,  it will require detailed

planning and the cost will be significant. In the

interim regular maintenance will help  keep

the climber in good order.

Devon County Council has repaired the

footbridge close to the village shop.Sand for

sandbags is located in a dumpy bag in the

White Hart car park. The council is exploring

options for a permanent storage unit akin to a

grit bin.

Date of next virtual PC Meeting is Wednesday

27th January 2021 at 7.30pm. All parishioners

are welcome to log in. Please contact clerk for

details.

If you or any parishioners, including perhaps

the elderly, those with disabilities and the

vulnerable who may need assistance or are

struggling post lock-down, then please do

make contact and we will try to help, or make

contact with someone who can, on their

behalf.

Agendas and minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed a few days

before parish council meetings, in the bus

shelters and noticeboards in the parish, or on

the Bridestowe web site at

www.bridestowe.org.uk   

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

The Parish Council wishes you all a

merry Christmas and a happy and

healthy 2021. 

Bridestowe Parish Council is grateful for a

recent generous donation in memory of

William Prescott who is buried in the

cemetery .William died tragically at the age

of 33 in 1963. 

The donation met the cost of the new

Exclusive Right of Burial register and an

inscription will be written on the inside

cover to acknowledge  the donation in

memory of William.

New look defibrillator cabinet

Bridestowe’s defibillator is attached to the external wall of Riverside

Stores. The clear plastic cabinet has become brittle as a result of

weathering over the years and the hinge has broken recently. The

parish council has bought a new, more robust, stainless steel

cabinet which has a 10 year warranty. It has a simple twist handle at

the front which will make opening of the door easier (photo).

The new cabinet is to be fitted as a matter of urgency.
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Where Shall We Go Next? Howard Barkell

Hopefully by the time you read this

Lockdown 2 will have ended and you will

be free to go wherever you want. If you are

looking for somewhere different, but fairly

close at hand for exercise why not try the

area roughly described as Blackdown, the

fenced moorland on the A386 between

Lydford and Mary Tavy. 

The car park at the entrance to Willsworthy

Range is a good starting point as long as

the red flag is not flying! A walk along the

metalled road as far as the butts and back

may not be particularly interesting but is

far enough for a gentle stroll. Military

installations like firing points and

telephone connections are placed at 100

yard intervals as one approaches the butts,

that tall bank behind the targets, into which

the small arms bullets are fired. On the way

water from the small leat passes under the

road. The water is taken off the headwaters

of the Wallabrook and is discharged at

Wheal Jewell.

A walk beyond the butts has limitless

possibilities. The track used by the range

wardens leads towards Hare Tor. On the

right is the wall of Hamlyn’s Newtake. This

incomplete enclosure was probably built in

the late eighteenth century and is marked

by a series of short standing stones

marked H. It was part of the Willsworthy

Manor before that was sold by the Hamlyn

family to the War Department (now

Ministry of Defence) in 1905 as a summer

camp and live firing range. A small stone

enclosure marks the site of an early water

intake for the first Willsworthy camp. That

consisted of a few corrugated iron sheds.

The main accommodation was under

canvas!

A short walk to the left leads uphill to the

flagpole on the summit of White Hill. In

Bronze Age times this was an important

burial site, but now is marked by a few

scattered heaps of stone. Butler describes

it as once being one of the most sacred

places on the moor given over entirely to

the burial of the dead. Apparently at least

sixty cairns can be spotted by the expert.

The track from the end of the metalled

road leading towards Hare Tor is part of

the ancient Dartmoor Path. This leads from

Brentor to the peat beds on Amicombe. It

mounts the col between Hare and Sharp

Tors near the cairn known as Hay Tor

Bound (Hare was the cartographer’s

interpretation of the colloquial ‘ayer’ or

Higher Tor). As this pack horse track

descends towards Wallabrook it is stranded

like the one coming between Arms Tor and

Brai Tor. From the boundary cairn the track

runs easterly past the head of Dead Lake

and fords the Rattlebrook near its

confluence with Green Tor Water. The view

from the summit of Hare Tor on a fine day

is well worth the climb to say nothing of the

fresh air encountered.

When the War Department bought

Willsworthy Manor they inherited a

number of farms as part of it. Those like

Doe Tor and Bearwalls remained inhabited,

others because they were in the danger

area, had to be abandoned. The main one

of those was Reddaford. Its site can easily

be reached from the Butts. Tom Greeves

and his wife Elizabeth have done the

definitive research on this site and

discovered that it was in existence as long

ago as 1334 if not earlier. He suggests the

name may stem from a reedy ford on the

Willsworthy Brook. Prior to its sale in 1905

and their having to relocate the Palmer

family had lived there for many years.

Although there is now little to show that it

was once home to a large family and a

thriving business it is easily identifiable

because the mine leat from Tavy Cleave

crosses the brook here and changes course

towards Wheal Jewell. It can be a beautiful,

peaceful, sheltered spot in the right

conditions.

Ellen Palmer was the eldest of eleven

children. She was born at Reddaford in

1882 and died at Millaton, when it was a

nursing home, in 1985. She spent a few

years early in her life after she was

widowed as a cook at Great
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Bidlake and a few years towards the end

with her daughter, Ada Mudge, at

Crossfield in Lydford. In between she re-

married and lived as a farmer’s wife

between Whitchurch and Horrabridge. I

remember her telling me how she and her

siblings walked to school at Lydford from

Reddaford in all but the most exceptional

circumstances. She also told how she was

expected to bring the farm horses from

home to be shod at Harry Bickle’s

blacksmith’s shop in South Gate. Ada did

not quite emulate her mother’s century,

but died at Springfield aged 98.

There is another smaller parking place half

way across the down near Barrett’s Bridge.

It is a level walk from there along the side

of the dry leat bed out to Wheal Jewell

Reservoir. Originally this leat brought

water from Tavy Cleave, which passed

under the A386, flowed along the side of

Gibbet Hill before re-crossing the road and

being used to power waterwheels at

Wheal Betsy and Wheal Friendship mines.

Wheal Jewell was a tin mine on Horndon

and Kingsett Downs. In 1796 forty men

were working underground, but it was

never very productive and worked

intermittently. It was re-opened in 1912

when tin and some arsenic was raised.

This was treated at nearby Wheal

Friendship. The mine finally closed in 1924

and very little evidence remains of its

presence. Among local men who worked

there were Fred Screech of Southerly who

in those days lived on Vale Down before

leaving for the war and Sydney Davey

from Horndon who lived in Fore Street,

Bridestowe in retirement. He left the mine

as a nineteen year old to serve with the

9th Devons in France. On 4th September

1916 he was struck by shrapnel while

‘going over the top’ near Ginchy. The

following day his right leg was amputated

below the knee. After recuperating near

Manchester and having an artificial limb

fitted at Roehampton he returned to Mary

Tavy. Another likely employee was Charles

Brooks. He served with the North Devon

Yeomanry in Gallipoli, but on returning to

England joined a Tunnelling Company in

the Royal Engineers. He was killed

underground in a mining accident while

working in the Gold Coast (now part of

Ghana) in 1930. He is remembered on his

widow’s headstone in Lydford churchyard.

In the early 1930s local entrepreneurs

recognised the possibilities of using the

leat water to produce electricity. A hydro-

electric station was built below the church

at Mary Tavy and the water piped downhill

from the leat at Wheal Jewell to drive the

turbines. In 1937 the present reservoir

was built and the leat terminated there,

the rest of its course then being

redundant was allowed to drain. The

station is still operating and is now owned

by South West Water.

While walking back along the drained

portion of the leat good views of the spoil

heaps and engine house at Wheal Betsy

are visible down the valley of the Cholwich

Brook, but they can wait for another day’s

exploration.

Bridestowe Volunteer Group

There is little to be said about October’s

session as it was a complete washout due to

heavy rain.

 Some members of the volunteer group felt

that  it was possible to carry out tasks whilst

social distancing as it’s all outdoor activity so

they  met on Saturday 28th November and

cleared wheel barrow loads of dead leaves

from along the edge of the road leading up to

the cemetery and around the gates

themselves. It was pleasant to be out  in the

late autumn sunshine for an hour or so.

December’s meeting falls on Boxing Day so we

have decided to put our feet up and postpone

the session until the following week, Saturday

2nd January.

  Anyone wishing to join us will be made very

welcome. We meet at the cemetery gates at

9.30am.
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SOURTON ROUNDUP   December 2020

Sourton Village Hall Lottery

December 1st 50 Fiona Yelland

2nd 76 Rose Dashper

3rd 53 Jenny Crocker

Thank you very much indeed to everyone

who supports our hall by being part of the

lottery.  It does raise vital funds for the

upkeep and maintenance of the hall.  The

subscriptions for 2021 are now due and we

would encourage everyone to support our

hall in this way.  The annual subscription is

only £12 and the 3 prize winners are drawn

monthly.  Alison Horn on 01837 861223 is

our contact for this community venture.

The hall does look great now after the

maintenance work and painting.  The

bookings were starting to come in until the

second lockdown was imposed.  The Hall

Committee are working hard to keep the

hall safe for community use.  Please do

support us and consider hiring the hall

when planning your function.

Church

It is too early to say definitely what services

we will be able to hold in December.  The

Government must soon decide whether

any of the current restrictions can be lifted.

We are hoping that our usual services can

be held and that we are able to meet

together for a special Christmas Service.

Details of these services will be advertised

as soon as they are available.

International Aid Trust

We have sent a cheque for £100 to the

International Aid Trust from Sourton

Church to help with their work overseas

supporting people from very poor

communities.  They are working especially

with the children at New Hope School,

Sierra Leone. Thank you very much to

everyone for their kind donation.

Church Services in December
6th 9.30 am Prayer Book Holy Communion 

(at Sourton) – Rev. Adrian Brook

13th   9.30 am  Prayer Book Holy Communion 

(at Bridestowe) – Rev. Adrian Brook

20th    9.30 am Morning Prayer 

(at Bridestowe)

27th    9.30 am Morning Prayer 

(at Sourton) – Caroline North

Best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a

New Year blessed with good health to all

BaSE readers ….  from Sourton.

 Rose Dashper
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Would you like to book Sourton
Parish Hall?

Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and
would be suitable for a variety of functions
and meetings.  It offers a large hall,
kitchen, disabled toilet, committee room
and large stage.  It has disabled
/wheelchair access with ramped entrances. 
To book or for more information contact
Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or
email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  



SBG Plumbing & Heating Services -

Lydford

Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811490356                              

sigilbert@btinternet.com

Private Tutoring 
Oxford English Literature and

English Graduate

DBS checked

Available for one-to-one or family

group tutoring in humanities

subjects and mathematics up to

GCSE level.

 Online or in person. 

£18 /hour. 

Please email Bella at

bwestlake1732@gmail.com for

more information or with any

queries. 

Find us at: 2 Hole Court, Hatherleigh EX20 3JN

Okehampton
Recycling Centre
Exeter Road Industrial
Estate
Okehampton
EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010
Winter opening times
 (October - March)
 Monday - Friday  9am - 4.30pm
Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4.30pm
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THE WHITE HART INN, 
BRIDESTOWE

                  Tel: 01837 861318

In light of the Government’s announcement and being placed

in Tier 2, we are having to change our opening hours to try to

make the best of a bad situation. Drinks can now only be

served with a substantial meal and we would strongly advise

booking Our new opening times are as follows:

These are strange for the whole of the hospitality industry and we will try to do our best to keep

things as normal until restriction as are reviewed on 16th December. Changes will be posted on

Facebook, the pub sign and in Riverside Stores. We would like to thank everybody who has

supported us through this challenging year. 

All of us at the White Hart would like to wish everybody a happy Christmas and

hopefully a better 2021

 MONDAY, TUESDAY and WEDNESDAY CLOSED

THURSDAY 5-9      Restaurant bookings and takeaway

FRIDAY 5-9              Restaurant bookings and takeaway 

SATURDAY 4.30-9   Restaurant bookings and takeaway

SUNDAY 12 -  5                                 Sunday roast only

 If you would like a takeaway roast on Sunday, please ring and book on

Saturday and please bring your own plate

Kevin Ball, your Devon County Councillor
Contact details.    Address: 74 North Street, Okehampton, EX20 1BD
Mobile: 07870 377879
Email: kevin.ball@devon.gov.uk. 

Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor
Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 
Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor
Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT
Tel: 01837 861212
Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk

BaSE  Page  14

A warm thank you to all BaSE deliverers who trot out each month with copies. If you are

aware of gaps in the distribution network, please let me know and we’ll see what we can do to

improve it. Remember you can always read BaSE on line via Bridestowe’s website and then you

can appreciate the colours. A reminder too that you can advertise your business for no charge

in BaSE. I will be reducing the size of some of the larger adverts in the new year to achieve a

better use of space . Ali Young



 Interim Devon Carbon Plan 

The consultation of the Interim Devon Carbon

Plan will be going live on the 7th of December!

Residents will have the chance to shape the

county’s roadmap to creating a net-zero

Devon, where people and nature thrive.

The consultation, which opens on Monday 7th

December and runs for 10 weeks, allows the

public to offer their thoughts and feedback on

the plan. This is the chance for residents to

have their say on Devon’s collective response

to the global climate emergency and help

create a fairer, healthier and stronger Devon.

The Net-Zero Task Force (a group of fifteen

experts in areas including renewable energy,

transport, planning and the built environment)

has been developing the plan for creating a net-

zero Devon. The consultation follows a series

of hearings chaired by experts and an evidence

gathering stage of more than 893 submissions

of ideas and evidence by the public.

This is the pivotal next step towards producing

the Final Devon Carbon Plan, which will follow

the Citizens’ Assembly, now in 2021 due to

Covid-19. 

The Devon Climate Emergency (DCE)

partnership, which is made up of 25

organisations, wants to hear your views on the

key actions in the plan that are deemed

necessary to create a thriving net-zero Devon.

All the actions are based on the latest evidence

and address the suggestions from the public

call for evidence.

The topics range from active travel, renewable

energy, and improved air quality to better

insulation and warmer homes, reduced fuel

poverty and eating more balanced diets. These

actions will help to create a fairer, healthier

and stronger Devon.

Additionally, they highlight issues that are

more challenging to implement. These will be

prioritised for discussion at the Citizens’

Assembly in 2021 to ensure the

recommendations in the Final Devon Carbon

Plan reflect the views of Devon’s citizens.

The more people who take part in the

consultation, the stronger our argument

becomes, the more momentum we create and

the more likely we are to realise our goals.

Together, we can build back better and create

a net-zero Devon where people and nature

thrive. 

From December 7th, have your say at

www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimca

rbonplan or request a paper copy and

consultation questionnaire from your local

library from January 1st. 

 Lunar cycle for 
December

New moon     15th
First quarter   22nd
Full moon       30th
Last quarter    8th



For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne

books, please contact:

Jackie Butler
Independent Usborne Organiser

Elsie’s Book Corner

07828323473

elsiesbookcorner@gmail.comFind me on 

Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Elsie’s Book Corner wishes you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year!

Thank you all for the support over 2020.

The Treetops Elf hunt is back on after having to be postponed due to the

recent lockdown restrictions.
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MOVIE WATCH – NOVEMBER 2020

With the cinema remaining closed until Boris

says otherwise, I was planning to make a few

observations about The Crown, the eagerly

awaited new series of which launched on

Netflix in the middle of November. 

But then it dawned that with internet-delivered

programming, those who choose to view will

all be at different points in the series. I’m

aware of some who binged all ten episodes

within a couple of days, while others are

sedately making their way through the series

at their convenience. So we’ll leave that until

next month.

In the meantime, as an item on my lockdown

to-do list entirely unrelated to the cinema, I

wanted to set down a few thoughts about my

grandfather, a proud Cornishman who left us

in 1983. So I noted down some recollections of

a delightful man who left me, amongst other

things, with a lifetime appreciation of cricket,

bracing seaside walks and, in this particular

example, football. My thanks to the editor for

allowing me to hijack Movie Watch. Normal

service will resume, Boris permitting, next

month.

To my surprise, a full version of the article that

follows was seized upon by both the Cornish &

Devon Post and the Cornish Times, in whose

publications it appeared during November.

The supporting photograph was their idea.

My grandfather set me on the right track,

football-wise. My Dad subsequently did all the

heavy lifting, not to mention motorway driving,

but it was old Alfred who laid the foundations.

You’d have liked him, but then it was

impossible not to like him. He died in 1983, at

the decent age of 96. He died in the same

house in Harrow, just outside London, that

he’d bought himself when returning from the

Great War, 60-odd years earlier.

He was a Williams, of yeoman Cornish farming

stock, meaning that Plymouth Argyle was his

team. This despite the enduring strength of

rugby in the county, coupled with the fact that

Manaccan, the tiny Lizard farming village from

where he hailed, was 80 miles and goodness

knows how many Edwardian travel hours from

Argyle’s base at Home Park. 

As a bit of background, he was probably the

nicest man I’ve ever met. I was 29 when he

died and by then visiting him most days. I

never heard him utter a bad, or negative, word

about anyone. I also never saw him dressed in

anything but a jacket and tie. He was from an

entirely different generation but spending time

in his company remained an unadulterated joy,

right to the very end.

He’d been at the famous ‘White Horse’ FA Cup

Final at Wembley in 1923 and could tell vivid

stories dating back to his childhood. Once,

when the family were harvesting, over towards

Gillan, he fell off a hay-cart and broke his leg.

He remembered every aspect of the event,

right down to the horse and trap they sent to

bring him back. The horse was a chestnut, he

recalled, with a broad white blaze. It was 1893.

The only real downside was that Grandpa was

profoundly deaf, meaning that half an hour in

his company would result in a minor sore

throat, coupled with persistent ringing in the

ears caused by his television operating at

somewhere around 100 decibels. 

I took an old friend to meet him one day, when

the snooker from Sheffield was on the telly.

When we left and had regained the ability to

communicate with one another, my friend

observed that the TV volume had been so loud

he could hear Jimmy White’s leather shoes

squeaking each time he approached the table.

One of Grandpa’s early lessons was that

Argyle, when pronounced correctly, is

effectively a single-syllable word with all

emphasis on the first two letters. This became

invaluable advice many years later, but we’ll

get to that in due course.

Grandpa’s house was a 10-minute walk from

the home of Wealdstone Football Club, FA
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Amateur Cup winners in 1966.  Visits to their

wonderful old Lower Mead ground, long since

lost to developers, are among my earliest

football memories. He was Argyle through and

through but over time had developed

considerable affection for the Stones. 

Some advice he imparted, long ago, remains

with me to this day. As a small boy I must have

enquired whether he would call himself a

Plymouth fan or a Wealdstone fan. He lent

down and patiently explained that it was fine

to support two clubs, as long as there was no

chance they would ever meet. 

At that time Argyle were a decent Division Two

outfit, under the high-profile management of

Malcolm Allison. Wealdstone meanwhile plied

their trade in the Athenian League, thereby

occupying non-overlapping football universes.

By then, thanks to some solid parenting

backed, I must say, by admirable judgment of

my own, I was unshakeably, irrevocably and

forever Watford, our local team. Grandpa’s

permission, to allow another club into my life,

never needed to be taken up. I had eyes only

for the Hornets.

We only got Grandpa to Watford once. It was

February 1975 and Argyle were clearly too

good for Division 3 and heading for promotion.

Watford were also about to depart the league,

but in the opposite direction. “Never mind lad,”

he said as we shuffled home, “They’ll always be

your team.” As usual, he was right.

Watford had become a Division One club when

we lost the old boy and eventually the time

came for us to consider forsaking the delights

of South West Hertfordshire to make a new

home. It was an easy decision to undertake the

same journey Grandpa had made in 1910, only

this time in reverse.

Having settled, and with more time to spare, I

needed involvement with a good football club,

to sit alongside my occasionally used Watford

season ticket. I visited all the grounds within

about a 45-minute drive of our new home but

it was a straightforward choice to throw in my

lot with Launceston, a proper local club run by

good people.

Today I do a few jobs at Pennygillam, while my

wife helps prepare unquestionably the finest

half-time teas in the entire South West

Peninsula League.

It’s fine though. The Clarets don’t have the

remotest chance of ever playing Watford. 

And Grandpa would like that.

David Harrison

November 2020
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For sale
Revitive circulation booster + body

pads to deliver Electrical Muscle

Stimulation(EMS) or Transcutaneous

Electrical Nerve Stimulation (TENS)

Hardly used with user’s instruction
manual  £110 ono    ( £209 new)

ALSO 
Vive pedal exerciser  £25 (£50 new)

Telephone 07510 366 033

I have always thought of Christmas

time... as a good time; a kind,

forgiving, charitable, pleasant time.

Charles Dickens 



Avian influenza (bird flu)

Poultry and other captive birds

An Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) has

been declared across the whole of England
effective from 5pm on 11 November 2020.

All poultry keepers in England (whether they
have commercial flocks or just a few birds in a

backyard flock) are required by law to take a
range of biosecurity precautions.

If you keep poultry (including gamebirds or pet

birds) or other captive birds, you must act now
to reduce the risk of disease in your flock by

following the relevant biosecurity measures

required within the AIPZ.  Your stock needs to
be feed and watered under cover to prevent

contamination from wild birds.

Good biosecurity improves the overall health
and productivity of your flock by helping keep

out poultry diseases such as avian influenza and
limiting the spread of disease in an outbreak.

For more guidance please visit

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/avian-influenza-bir
d-flu

If you find dead wild waterfowl (swans, geese or

ducks) or other dead wild birds, such as gulls or
birds of prey, you should report them to the

Defra helpline (03459 33 55 77)

 

Public Health England advises that the risk to the
public’s health is very low. Food Standards

Agency (FSA) has said that on the basis of the
current scientific evidence, avian influenzas pose

a very low food safety risk for UK consumers

Avian influenza is unconnected with coronavirus
(COVID-19).

Voluntary registration

You can choose to register fewer than 50 birds,

or birds you keep as pets. The Animal and Plant
Health Agency (APHA) encourages you to

register even if you do not have to by law.

By registering,

  •  APHA will be able to contact you if there’s a

disease outbreak (such as bird flu) in your area
  •  you’ll help prevent the spread of disease and

protect the national poultry flock

Thanks to Victoria who

sent in the following..

On a radio station in

Trinidad every

morning for a month

people were asked to

send in a true story

that ended with an

amusing conclusion that would provoke

laughter.

A young girl called the station and told them

about  her father who was a heavy drinker

and often spent all his wages on alcohol.

One day her mother told him that when he

gets paid, he should put aside the family

allowance and then he could spend the

difference. 

Her husband agreed to the arrangement so

the next week, when he got paid, he put the

family allowance in his shoes and then went

off to the Rum Shop, as it was called in the

olden days!

 He left the shop to make his way home after

having a few drinks and on his homeward

journey was attacked by an assailant who

pushed him to the ground. He struggled to

get up being a little worse for wear. The

assailant demanded he hand over all his

money.  He emptied his pockets but only had

one dollar which enraged the attacker who

pushed him to the ground again. As he

walked away the shouted ‘I thought you were

going to take the money I had in my shoe.’

The assailant walked back, removed his shoes

and ... well you can imagine the outcome !

Royal Mail’s last Christmas

posting dates for 2020

    Friday, December 18 
   for second class mail.

    Monday, December 21

 for first class mail.

    Wednesday, December 23 

for special delivery.
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Bridestowe Churches Partnership

News from the Methodist Church.

There is a hymn that some might know, the first

verse is:

One more step along the world I go,

One more step along the world I go;

From the old things to the new,

Keep me travelling along with you:

And it’s from the old I travel to the new;

Keep me travelling along with you.

We are all getting used to doing things in

different new ways this year! 

We are hoping that we will be able to start

regular Sunday services at the Chapel from the

6th December. 

If this is allowed there will be services at 11am on

the 13th & 20th and a Christmas Day service at

10am.

We are limited to about 20 people depending on

family groups so if you would like to attend

please email the address below.

We continue to have services on zoom every

Sunday morning and everyone is welcome to join

with us in sharing in this time of worship. 

Again please email the address below.

At the moment we don’t know if any carol

services at the chapel are  going to be possible

but we would like to have a zoom carol service

on the 20th of December at 6.30.

It would be great if family groups could join in to

sing one or two verses of a carol and of course

we will have the nativity story.

If you would like to join in please email:

djfarmer@hotmail.co.uk

Give me courage when the world is rough,

Keep me loving though the world is tough;

Leap and sing in all I do,

Keep me travelling along with you:

And it’s from the old I travel to the new;

Keep me travelling along with you.

It might not be possible to always leap and sing,

but we can all keep loving when the world is

tough.

Dean James

St Bridget’s Church 

 Church Services in December (subject to govt.

restrictions)

  6th  9.30am Holy Communion, Sourton.

 13th  9.30am Holy Communion, Bridestowe.

 20th  9.30am Morning Prayer, Bridestowe.

 24th 11.30pm Midnight Mass, Bridestowe.

 25th  9.30am Holy Communion, Sourton.

 27th 11.00am Holy Communion, Lydford.

Any changes will be published on the Church

notice board and our Facebook page:

 @St. Bridget’s, Bridestowe. 

St Bridget’s churchyard

Bridestowe PC has received reports of

dog faeces in St Bridget’s churchyard.

The Council asks that if you do walk

through the churchyard, and there are

plenty of other routes you could take,

then please do not allow your dog to

foul. If your dog does defecate then

please clear it up and show respect for

this very special area. 

Night sky in

December

Don’t miss the Great

Conjunction of Jupiter

and Saturn, on 21

December, the winter

solstice.

Astronomers use the word conjunction to

describe meetings of planets and other

objects on our sky’s dome -in this case mighty

Jupiter and the glorious ringed planet Saturn.

It’ll be the first Jupiter-Saturn conjunction

since the year 2000, and the closest Jupiter-

Saturn conjunction since 1623, only 14 years

after Galileo made his first telescope. 

Sunset will take place at approximately 4pm

and about 45 minutes later observers should

look 10º above the south-southwest horizon

to see Jupiter and Saturn shining almost as

one. 
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The National Trust -  News from

Lydford Gorge
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer
 With a second lockdown in place (as I write

this) and an uncertain Christmas ahead, I hope

you’re all managing to get out for a walk now

and then, even if they turn out a little wet and

windy. The waterfall trail will be open during

daylight hours unless closed for safety due to

forecast high winds. At the moment I’m loving

all the different colours and shapes of the

leaves covering the paths, as well as the views

from the railway line out over Dartmoor; when

it’s not too misty.

There have been some sad times recently with

redundancies and other changes for the

gorge. Some long-time stalwarts will soon be

leaving and will be greatly missed by the team.

Their love and enthusiasm for the gorge will

be a huge loss. For most, it’s not how they

would have chosen to leave, however we wish

them all the best for the future. It’s sometimes

hard to stay positive but you have to believe

that things will improve and try to keep

working towards that in whatever way you can.

Have we stumbled upon a Victorian murder

mystery?

Back in September, Ranger Luke was out

doing essential work in the gorge, assessing

the SSSI (Sites of Special Scientific Interest)

areas. He found an old Camp coffee bottle and

a blue poison bottle, partially buried, in an out

of the way part of the gorge.

The Camp coffee was made by Paterson’s in

Glasgow. The blue poison bottle has ridges on

the front which would have helped to identify

the poisonous contents by touch, for those

that couldn’t read. There is also a line of text

saying ‘Not to be taken’ down the front.

Now of course the most likely explanation is

that they were both just thrown away as

rubbish, however I think it’s much more

exciting to imagine the story of the poisoned

picnic. If anyone feels inspired to write this

mystery, I’d be first in line to read it.

One of the volunteers recently pointed out to

me a group of trooping funnel mushrooms

near the entrance to the old mine adit. I’d

never heard of them before, but they certainly

live up to their name. Their caps grow into a

funnel shape with the gills blending into the

stem, and you’ll often find them growing in a

line, marching (or trooping) across the forest

floor. They can grow quite large, getting up to

20cm high and 20cm across. They are

apparently edible, however there are a couple

of potentially deadly look-alikes so I’ll not be

testing that out any time soon.

Winter Opening Times 2020

There’s no need to book ahead, however we

have limited spaces, so if the car park is busy

please come back another time. We may need

to close if high winds are forecast so please

check before travelling. The waterfall trail will

be open every day during daylight hours. The

Waterfall tea-room will be open 11am-3.30pm

Friday, Saturday and Sunday until Sunday 20

December. Serving a range of takeaway

drinks, snacks and hot food.

Please check our website for up to date

information on opening times. All events are

cancelled until further notice.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH
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Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under firm

reference number 624563. Envoy House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, PL6 8LU.          (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured against it.

New
advertiser
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Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images
from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local
Artist, Fay Johns.
These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can
easily be made into a framed work of art.
Available from Riverside Stores
Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.
Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Carpentry
Complete carpentry service Roofs, dormers and Veluxes

Kitchens supplied and fitted     1st and 2nd FIX

Free quotations

Tel: 07540 956379           www.magnacarpentry.com

MOOR CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic Cleaning Holiday Lets Ironing

Home Support Liability Insured

Tel. - Paula 07885 742 908

Email - moorcleaningservices@gmail.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.
Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418
Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

New advertiser



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 
Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.
Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.
Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).
Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit
www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 
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Heaecology
Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

EDZ

Painting and decorating

service.

 Interior and exterior work .

Reasonable rates

Free quotes

Chimney sweeping

service sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window

cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have

for valeting - collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com



River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 
Over 16 years veterinary experience
Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 
needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park is open, the touring park is taking bookings and luxury 6 berth,

centrally heated, double glazed, static caravans are available for hire, either for the

week or for short breaks.  Details available on request  01837 861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 6pm. Hand washing facilities

have been installed and hard surfaces will be

wiped down between customers. Tokens

available from Reception.
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Rob McBain Tree Services
Trained, Certified & Insured
All tree work undertaken 

Hedge laying & pruning 
 Fencing 

07824 980 198
robmcbain@hotmail.com

Traditional standing seam metal roofing
Specialising in zinc, copper, aluminium
and stainless steel

Free quotes
 Mike     07732 756 774

zincnationroofing@gmail.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London
·   local/long distance
·   secure storage

The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment, call 01837 658696

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402
www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter



Robert & Nicholas McNamara
01566 783471

Specialists in round the clock
care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services
Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial
Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 
Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!
07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.
Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge
Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Need a cleaner? Can also offer some personal care

Ring Liz Morton on 07968 444 692

Ask Debbie Pritchard on 07837 859 706 if you want a reference.

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton

Very Competitive Rates

Telephone: 01837 861 509

Mobile: 07748344978

Woodhead, Bridestowe,

Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent

references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 

Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

• Rotary/ manual sweeping                 

 • Certificates for insurance issued      

       • Chimney CCTV recordings carried out
• Birds nest removal                             

           • Complete dust free service

High reach equipment also available for

gutter cleaning/ external chimney repair
Special rates for BaSE catchment area

Call: 01837 861873         07747419950

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming
Digging and planting Leaf clearing
Power washing Gutters cleared
Car washing Painting and decorating
Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 
mobile 07939574767 
Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices
Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens
Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Abigail’s Babysitting ServiceFun, caring and kind girl who has experience.  I have

completed a babysitting course and first aid run by ‘Teen Angel Babysitting’. I

charge £5 per hour. Tel: 01837 861247 BaSE  Page  30

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....

At the top of Pool Hill

Call in and take a look at the plants we have on offer. 

• hardy heathers

• pansies, violas and cyclamen for winter colour

Bring back your empty plastic flower pots and trays and

we will recycle them. 01837 861866

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the

entrepreneur’s trap? 
I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat



JAMES TENNANT LTD
LAND ROVER SPECIALIST

Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,
Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478

Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all
makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 

Courtesy car available if required, while
we MOT your vehicle.
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Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling, Reductions, Hedge

trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also quality firewood supplied

Fully insured Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel: 07881 288093

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian
Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 
or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a
range of high quality arboricultural services

Services include: Tree removals, tree pruning,
reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood

removal, hedge trimming, stump grinding and tree planting

Call now for advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                  Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ products from Penny

McInnes

Looking for a unique Christmas or birthday

present? What about a water-colour representation

of a loved-one’s thumbprint?  

Zoom and Skype are fine but there is nothing like

receiving a greetings card to raise the spirits.

Thumbprint Art greetings cards and postcards with

local views are available from Bridestowe Stores.

Available from me are cards with pictures of other

locations, and A4 and 7” x 9” prints in clear sleeves,

which are cheap and easy to frame. They make

unusual treats for yourself, or Christmas

presents which are ideal for posting.   

Do you have an interesting home/garden/business

premises which would look good as a ‘thumbprint’?

For a chat about a possible commission, or details

of the full range and prices of products, ring me,

Penny McInnes, on 01837 861364 or email pennymcinnes@aol.com  


