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   The Medicine Packet Recycling Scheme
Riverside Stores & Post Office have a drop off

point for your EMPTY medicine blister packs. Any

brand but no cardboard packaging, bottles,

inhalers or sprays. 

For Riverside Stores delivery customers, you can

put these out for the drivers to collect.

Working with TerraCycles, they will be converted

into reusable raw materials rather than going into

landfill.

Schools and charities will benefit financially from this recycling programme as well.

Okehampton Friends of FORCE
invite you to their

PLANT SALE
Bedding, vegetable plants, shrubs and perennials 

on 

Saturday 15th May
at

 Bratton Clovelly Playing Field
12 noon - 3pm

All proceeds to FORCE Cancer Charity 

Covid 19 regulations apply and
entry is a your own risk



The Vicar writes...
Most people find walking on Dartmoor a

relaxing experience, an escape from day to

day busy-ness and a peace of mind that

comes from being close to nature. For some it

is a spiritual experience. There are places we

come across from time to time that the

ancient Celts called ‘thin places’, where the veil

between heaven and earth seems much

thinner.

A friend recently gave me these poems about

Dartmoor, I don’t know who wrote them but

for religious types like me they had a spiritual

feel. The first one has a particularly Easter feel

to it. The veil that was rent, refers to the veil in

the Temple of Jerusalem that separated the

people from the ‘Holy of Holys’ which

symbolically was the presence of God. In the

gospels it says this veil was torn in two at the

crucifixion of Jesus (the dread Sacrament) The

golden grain and wine deep red refer to the

bread and wine received in Holy Communion. 

They say we are what we eat in which case I

am mostly pasties, scones and Hula Hoops but

in Holy Communion we eat the Body of Christ

represented in the bread and wine so we

become one with God. The thin place is not so

much thin as non-existent as heaven and

earth, God and man (persons / humans for

you PC types) become one. God became man

that man might be divine. 

RED AND GOLD

So far away

That lone hillside

The stranger trod

With garments dyed.

So long ago

The Blood was shed

The price was paid,

The veil was rent

For us that dread Sacrament

Of golden grain

And wine deep red.

Yet day by day,

And year by year

The Sacrament is with us here

In golden gorse

And rowan red.

THE BEAUTIFUL GATE

Where giant tors look out to sea,

And sunshine and shadow wander free,

And the wind in the sedges sighs plaintively,

There stands the beautiful gate.

Mists of the morning pearly gray,

Rise golden there at the dawn of day,

On the wings of the wind to be borne away

Far over the granite tors.

When great grey clouds drift lazily,

And golden gorse is golden sea,

And the heather is sweet to the noontide bee

All over the purple moor.

And cotton grass is gleaming white,

And stars look down on the silent night

Where the road is a ribbon of silver light

Mid shadows of sleeping hills

There, where of old the stonemen trod,

Stands the beautiful gate of the city of God.

Adrian Brook
 

Contents
Sourton Parish Council news page 4

Peat pages 7-8

Bridestowe Parish Council news page 10

Riverside Stores page 11

Sourton Round Up page 12

June’s jewellery workshop page 13

Friends of St Bridget’s page 15

Howard Barkell pages 16-17

Bridestowe Churches Partnership page 18

Open Garden to visit..

Andrew’s Corner,

Belstone, EX20 1RD

*Sunday 23rd May  in aid

of the National Garden

Scheme 2.00-5.00pm

* Sunday 30th May in aid of the NGS

2.00-5.00pm

*Monday 31st May in aid of the NGS

2.00-5.00pm

Tickets must be booked in advance via the

NGS website: ngs.org.uk 
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BRIDESTOWE IN BLOOM

June 26th - July 10th

It would be lovely if as many
households as possible could take part

Why not decorate your house with a

hanging basket ,

 a planted pot, or maybe  a windowbox. 
If you are not green-fingered then

something floral themed in your

window or on your gate, whatever you

want!
Stuck for inspiration? Then please ring

 Jenny Thirtle 861256

or Georgina Hodgson 861183

Let’s make Bridestowe bloom

Bridestowe Village Hall Management

Committee

AGM

The Annual General Meeting which is

normally open to the public,

 is scheduled for 26th May 2021. 

As it will be a Zoom meeting,

 it will be restricted to  trustees and

committee members only.  

We are required legally to submit our

Chairperson’s Report and Financial Report

to the Charity Commission. 

 Anyone is welcome to to see these

reports. The Chair’s report will appear in

BaSE  and copies of the financial report

can be obtained from Esther Winter 

01837 861111

St. Bridget’s Easter Draw
Thank you to everyone who supported the draw

by buying tickets or donating items.
The lucky winners were:

1st Prize        Jenny Body
 2nd Prize       Angela Elkins

 3rd Prize        Jack Southcott
With your help and generosity, we raised £97.00.

Chocolate Easter Chicks
A big thank you to everyone who donated crème

eggs or helped to knit the chicks and to all the
kind people who bought them.

Despite knitting nearly 60 chicks, Riverside
Stores and Post Office had sold out by Maundy
Thursday; we will have to start earlier next year!

The total raised was £118.00, which will be split

between FORCE Cancer Charity, Exeter, and St.
Bridget’s Church, Bridestowe.

Many thanks for all your support
Georgina Hodgson
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News from Sourton Parish Council

First of all - a very warm welcome to our 3 new

councillors - Sam Firth, Mel Leonard and

Jo Stone. Welcome aboard.

Since the last issue we had the very sad death

of Prince Philip. We set up a link to the

national Book of Condolence on our website,

alongside our own message of condolence.

Our flag on the green flew at half mast. The

process of putting up the flag resulted in us

having a new volunteer to be in charge of

raising and lowering the flag - Danielle

Humphrey, so thank you Danielle for that.

Have your Say on the future of

Okehampton Hospital

Healthwatch Devon has been asked to assist

North Dartmoor Primary Care Network(PCN)

Advisory Group, to find out from the local

community about their health and wellbeing

needs, together with ideas for how to use the

community space at Okehampton Hospital

The hospital is very important to the

Okehampton area and we don’t want to lose it.

Local Residents are asked to complete a

survey. Its important that as many people

respond to the survey as possible to show our

support for the hospital. So if you can

possibly find the time please complete the

survey at:

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NorthDart

moorPCN

The Great British Spring Clean - Litter

clearance

The Keep Britain Tidy Group is promoting a

campaign, between 28th May and 13th June,

to encourage local residents to have a ‘Spring

Clean’ in the their local area. Your local

Sourton councillors will be asking within their

own hamlets if there any willing volunteers to

have a litter pick around their own hamlets.

Bags, litterpicking sticks, viz-jackets will be

supplied. It is not essential that the spring

clean happens within the time frame stated,

any time would be great!

We would also like to say a big thank you to

the two unidentified ladies seen litter picking

up Cowsen Lane last week.

Sourton Annual Parish Meeting

Don’t forget the Annual meeting on

Wednesday 5th May. Please contact the parish

clerk if you would like to join the Zoom

meeting.

QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to keep you

toasty when the temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly and

reliable delivery available locally

Call Roger for further information on 

07886 185281
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Bridestowe’s Village Fun Day

What about having a village fun day once

restrictions are lifted? A coming together not

to raise money or promote a particular

activity or cause, just to meet up after a long

time apart. 

No one individual will be tasked with running

the event, instead interested parties will  pool

ideas and sort things out between them.

Hopefully there will be refreshments, games,

entertainment - anything that appeals.

It will be held at the end of July, on Saturday

31st at Bridestowe Village Hall so that the hall

facilities can be used. Please give it some

thought and if you want to play a part  in such

an event, please email

ali.young53@btinternet.com or tel 861157.

More in next month’s BaSE.

Bacon Baps will be making a comeback in

June although we might have a dry run on

Saturday 29th May just to keep the volunteer

group happy. Watch for

a post on Facebook.

Full details in next

month’s BaSE



MOVIE WATCH – April 2021

These ever-lengthening evenings, coupled with

unexpectedly glorious Springtime weather, will

have led to a widespread reduction in TV

viewing and long may that continue. Until

September would be good, but let’s not get

carried away. There was a dusting of snow on

the Moor as recently as two weeks ago.

April’s major broadcast event was, of course,

the live coverage of Prince Philip’s funeral,

which attracted an average in excess of 13m

viewers, despite being held on a sunny

Saturday afternoon. As a point of comparison,

the much-hyped Meghan interview with Oprah

Winfrey was viewed by less than 11m, despite

being broadcast at a peak viewing time on a

midweek evening.

Incidentally, Line of Duty, which averages

around 12m on BBC1, is currently the most

heavily viewed regular programme. I was

persuaded to give that one a try but found the

combination of incomprehensible police

acronyms, delivered in broad Scottish accents

by actors swathed in face masks, too much for

my untrained ear. It seems terribly popular

though, so the loss will be mine.

In terms of cinemas reopening, all we know

with any certainty is that it won’t be before

17th May. Whether that proves the date on

which audiences can return, or whether it’s

pushed back, alongside the widespread easing

of restrictions, scheduled for 21st June,

remains to be seen. But for the time being we

all have to derive our viewing pleasure from

the small screen.

Last month, before the clocks relented and

allowed daylight into our early evenings, we

watched a whole series of feature films,

delivered via Netflix, Amazon Prime or the

traditional broadcasters. In April that number

fell sharply though, to just three. Fargo is a

typically black Coen Brothers production,

starring the excellent Frances McDormand,

tipped for Oscars recognition for her role in

Nomadland. 

Fargo is set during bleak mid-winter in North

Dakota and Minnesota. Having watched this,

you won’t be rushing to book holidays in either

location. Jerry Lundegaard (William H. Macy) is

a car salesman in Minneapolis who has fallen

heavily into debt and become so desperate for

money that he hires two thugs to kidnap his

own wife. Jerry will collect the ransom from her

wealthy father before paying the thugs off and

keeping the rest to settle his debts.

Unsurprisingly the scheme collapses when the

bungling thugs shoot a state trooper.

As with all Coen Brothers productions, if you

like their work, you’ll love this. If you don’t,

you’ll find it impenetrably strange.

The next film we watched sounds an odd

choice. Operation Varsity Blues: The College

Admissions Scandal (Netflix) is not exactly

mainstream viewing. However it does exactly

what the title suggests, lifting the lid on the

2019 revelation which saw dozens of wealthy

Americans jailed, for attempting to fast track

their children into the top colleges. The film

was recommended by a friend who lives in the

US. Should you choose to watch this

extraordinary piece of work, you’ll understand

why she’s looking to send her two children to

study in Australia and the UK. Terrifying from a

parental perspective, but very watchable.

And then, just as the BaSE shutters dropped,

we watched the highly regarded Promising

Young Woman (Sky Movies, Amazon Prime).

Carey Mulligan, terrific as wealthy landowner

Edith Pretty in The Dig (which you should catch

if you haven’t) stars in a painfully dark satire

based around what I believe these days we

should term ‘gender politics.’

Mulligan plays Cassie, an extremely smart

Medical School dropout who chooses to live at

home with her parents. She spends her

evenings in grim clubs, pretending to be

helplessly drunk, in order to lure men to take

her back to their homes where she exacts

increasingly imaginative revenge. I’ll go no

further in case you’re tempted to watch this

one, but suffice to say that the twists keep on

coming to the very end.

Promising Young Woman was written and

directed by Emerald Fennell, responsible for

the acclaimed Killing Eve. By the time BaSE

drops onto your doormat I
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suspect she, Carey Mulligan or the film itself,

will have been recognised by the Academy. Not

an easy watch but recommended.

We also dipped our toes into two short series,

The One (Netflix) and Your Honor (Sky

Atlantic). Both are worthy of consideration.

The One features eight episodes of watchable

nonsense. This is a British sci-fi series set at

some point (probably not very far) into a future

where computers can run DNA through a

database and predict your perfect romantic

match. A strand of hair is all that’s needed to

find your ideal life partner. It’s painfully stylish,

in a cutting-edge Docklands loft sort of way,

but won’t win any awards. A reasonable option

though if you’re looking for some far-fetched

mindless entertainment.

Your Honor is considerably more impressive,

thought-provoking and well worth checking

out. This ten-part crime drama stars Bryan

Cranston who sprang to prominence, certainly

with us, as Walter White in Breaking Bad. 

When the teenage son of a respected New

Orleans judge (Cranston) accidentally kills a

young motorcyclist in a hit-and-run, the judge

urges him to turn himself in to the police.

However he soon changes his mind when

discovering the victim was the son of a local

mafia supremo. The judge and his son get

dragged progressively deeper into organised

crime.

Cranston is a consistent class act and carries

Your Honor almost single-handedly. Ten one-

hour episodes is a big commitment but we

were hooked early on. Recommended.

By the way, I had a moment of great

excitement last month, when a highly

respected local resident told me that faced

with a spare evening, she and her husband

had opted to watch one of my Movie Watch

recommendations. I chose not to enquire

whether they’d enjoyed it.

 

David Harrison

April 2021

Bridestowe Volunteer Group 

 We met again on Saturday 24th April at 9.30am for more litter picking along Cowsen Lane,

brushing the path by the hall and dead heading the daffodils in the village centre. We left

celandine growing along the path edges because we’re a nature friendly village!

Big thank you to the kind man who treated the volunteers to a ‘Magnum’. So kind. Unfortunately

the 2 volunteers in the village were overlooked and had to listen to the gleeful account from the

others. An empty Magnum wrapper was presented as proof which just served to rub salt in the

wound.

Next session: Saturday 29th May. Anyone wishing to join the sessions will be made very

welcome. We meet at the cemetery gates at 9.30am and  maintain social distancing throughout.
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Peat                           Debbie Pritchard
Around two years ago El Tel and I were walking

on the west side of the moor near Bleak

House. In the distance we saw a slightly surreal

sight, two diggers. Too far to get to we were

perplexed by how they could possibly have got

there and what on earth they were doing.

A year or so on we saw piles of stacked stakes

and other timber, around Hanging Stone Hill.

Around Hanging Stone Hill and White Horse

Hill (the site of the amazing Bronze Age cist) we

saw pools that looked slightly square. We did

not put these thing together until we heard

about the peat recovery scheme.

Go back 45 years or so when I did Ten Tors, I

remember walking through an eerie black

landscape where peat had been cut so deep

that the sides were way above my head and

there were columns left around ten feet high.

Ten years ago on a moorland trek from west to

east Terry came across it too and the memory

is indelible for both of us. This last year we

have had some fabulous walks on the moor

and have been trying to find this again – to no

avail. 

What we have found were numerous peat

cuttings by a Mr Philpotts around 1900 – many

marked by memorial stones – where he had

had cuts made through the peat for the benefit

of hunting men and the movement of cattle. Of

course people have cut peat on the moor for

burning for hundreds if not thousands of

years. In addition, in the nineteenth century

peat was cut commercially with the intention

of using it for many things, including creating

naphtha to light Dartmoor Prison. The area

above Lydford was particularly harvested with

the building of the Rattlebrook Railway to bring

the product down to the station at Bridestowe.

I have read that the then Prince of Wales

visited the project in 1921.

What was not realised for a long time was the

effect of these things on the peat itself and the

water that flows from it. Peat takes thousands

of years to form and is “the most efficient

carbon sink on the planet” according to

Wikipedia. I understand that some of the

effects of the cuttings are that the water

essential to healthy peat was flowing out too

quickly leading to more erosion and more

damage to the peat. Too much peat has

therefore dried out and died, so to speak.

Another effect is that the water flowing

through the peat areas too quickly means

more erosion, greater risk of flooding down

stream and expensive water purification.

Which is why we saw diggers and piles of

wood. This is a project between Dartmoor

National Park and South West Water,

replicated on other moors such as Exmoor,

Bodmin and further afield, to slow the loss of

water so that the peat can hold it. Dams are

being built under the ground – not big ones,

but lots of them to restrain the water. There is

a link on Dartmoor National Park’s website 

The South West Peatland Project |

Dartmoor which explains it. The scheme has

attracted some controversy, Dr. Tom Greeves

recently wrote an article for the Western

Morning News castigating the work but we had

the privilege of seeing the work at close hand.

We were stumbling around (common to our

expeditions) south of Cranmere Pool and kept

seeing faint signs of caterpillar tracks and odd

flags on bamboo sticks – how weird we

thought. We then came across the two diggers

and several people milling about. One came

across and it transpired that she was Morag

Angus and in charge of the project. She

explained all about it including that the diggers

could go virtually anywhere and that because

of the spread of their soft caterpillar tracks, put

less pressure on the ground than we did in our

walking boots. 

A man walking up and down with what looked

like a metal detector had the job of marking

(red flags) areas which must not be touched

because of potential left over military

ordinance. Other coloured flags marked sites

of potential archaeological interest – similarly

not to be touched. Morag kindly explained the

research over several years of the possible

effects of the work and these showed growth

in other types of plant life indigenous to

Dartmoor which might mean a reduction in

that near monoculture of dead white grass

(purple moor grass or Molinia caerulea to you

possibly but the stuff we continually stumble

over which catches light so
BaSE  Page  7



Extracts from Newsletter 69

Date 26/4/21

Trips

We know that you have been missing our

Lifestyle trips so are delighted to announce

dates for them to re-commence.  Please ring

the office to book.

   8th May Homeleigh, Launceston

  15th May Sidmouth

   22nd May Tavistock

   5th JuneIkea, Exeter

  12th June  Dunelm, Barnstaple

  19th June  Topsham

  26th June  Trago Mills

The cost of the trips will again be subsidised,

£10 for Okehampton and along the route.  We

may be able to include pick up from other

areas if there is enough demand for an extra

£2.  We will be adding some weekday trips in

the future.  Please be ready for collection from

9am to ensure the driver is not held up.  Please

let us know if you need to cancel a trip, don’t

wait until we ring you the day before with the

pick up time as we have already worked out

our route and rung other passengers.  Thank

you.  If you have any suggestions of places you

would like us to include then let us know and

we will try and include them.

Ring and Ride

Our Ring and Ride shopping bus has spare

capacity at the moment, particularly on

Wednesday (Bridestowe/Lewdown areas £5)

and Friday (Halwill area £5) so if you know

someone who would like a trip to the

supermarket on these days then put them in

touch with us.  If you live in Okehampton you

can also make use of this service, it is just £3

for the return trip door to door.

Pop up Shop

We have now re-opened the Pop up shop

which is in the Terrys Zimmers shop in East

Street, which  he has kindly allowed us to use

until the shop is sold.  We currently have a

good supply of goods for sale, please pop in

and have a look and say hello
BaSE  Page  8

easily at this time of year) and increases in

wildlife.

We watched the diggers do their work for a

while – it stopped 31 March until the end of

August because of the nesting season – and

then stumbled up towards White Horse Hill

and Hanging Stone Hill. Here we saw more

mature pools that had been formed – and

the famous cist in a peat hill that has reduced

dramatically from when the dig was made

ten years ago. 



The 59 Lottery Club 

There was a winner on Saturday 24th April.

The bonus ball was  1  and the holder of this

number was delighted with their £100 prize.

The next winner will be the person whose

number corresponds to the bonus ball on

Saturday May 29th. It could be you!

A very sincere thank you to existing members

of the 59 Club who renewed their membership

and to new members who have joined the

ranks. 

If you haven’t joined but still wish to, then you

can become a member by paying £38  (52-4)

for the year or £22 (26-4)  for 6 months’

membership. 

Please contact

Alison Young

01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet.com

to our volunteers.  We are also looking for

offers of help to volunteer for a few hours

at a time in the shop so if you are available

or know someone who might be able to

help us, please get in touch.  If you have any

goods you would be willing to donate,

please drop into the office as we are taking

a few things down at a time when we have

space but please ring and make sure one of

us will be here when you plan to come.

Thank you.

Contact

Sue & Liz, ODCTG, Unit 3 Okehampton

Business Park, Higher Stockley Mead,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 1FJ

 01837 55000  

sue.odctg@btinternet.com

www.odctg.co.uk     

 Out of hours emergency mobile no.

07484525577

Office Hours – Monday to Friday 

08.30 – 16.00

Lunar cycle for 

May

New moon     11th

First quarter   19th

Full moon       26th

(supermoon)

Last quarter    3rd



Bridestowe Parish Council News  

    

There was an online Bridestowe Parish Council

planning meeting held on Thursday 22nd

April. 

At the onset of the meeting the council paid

tribute to the Duke of Edinburgh and spoke of

his long devoted service to both Queen and

country. The chair thanked the church and bell

ringers for the tolling of the church bell.

There was just the one planning application

(App. No: 0500/21/FUL).  This was a proposed

extension, alterations and a coach house,

including demolition of existing garage

structure and conservatory, at Belle Vue.

Station Road, Bridestowe.

Following a site meeting and extensive

discussion, the parish council was of the

opinion that they could not support the

application as it stood. Whilst the council were

happy to see the site developed and

improved, they felt the coach house was out of

character with the other dwellings in the

village. However, the proposal to lower the

ground level of the coach house would help to

make it less conspicuous.

During the site visit, further information was

produced that showed drawings etc. of the

coach house that appeared softer in

appearance. However, as this information, has

not been published, the parish council were

unable to support the application at this time.

Next full (Zoom) Bridestowe Parish Council

meeting is on Wednesday 5th May at

7.30pm. This is the Annual meeting, that

includes election of the chair for the coming

12 months. Preceding this will be a Parish

Meeting when parishioners may raise any

matters and the chair delivers the annual

report/review of the year.

All parishioners are very welcome to log in to

the meeting. Please contact the clerk for

access passwords.

Agendas and also minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed on the

noticeboards in the parish, or on the

Bridestowe web site at

www.bridestowe.org.uk  

 If any parishioners know of anyone, including

perhaps the elderly, those with disabilities and

the vulnerable who may need assistance or

are struggling in the lock-down, then please do

make contact and we will try and help, or

make contact with someone who can, on their

behalf.

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Youth Cricket  

We are very excited for another, hopefully,

full season of youth cricket 

training sessions at the cricket ground this

year.

Please come and join us!

Friday 14th May from 6pm 

Boys and Girls 5 Yrs+ welcome

(under 8’s to be accompanied by an adult)

£2 per child per session

No experience necessary just come along

and have fun!

6pm - 7pm 5 - 11 Yrs

7pm - 7:45pm 11 Yrs +

We will be running the ECB Allstars

programme for 5-8yrs and the new

Dynamos for 8-12yrs .

 (No weekly fee for those who choose to

sign up for these programmes)

We are expecting some restrictions to still

be in place so please register by 

contacting Jo on 01837 861114  

jcw_101@hotmail.com 

so we can ensure all sessions run safely and

within the rules.   
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SOURTON ROUNDUP   May 2021

Sourton Village Hall Lottery

April 1st 63 Alison Young

2nd 78 Janet Scutt

3rd 23 Joyce Blake

May 1st 43 Bruce Thomson

2nd 47 Sue Eberle

3rd 113 Alison Horn

Thank you vey much indeed to the many

people who support our hall by being part of

the lottery.  It does raise vital funds for the

running and maintenance of the hall and only

costs £12 per annum.  There are 3 monthly

prizes.  There are still some numbers which are

unallocated, so please contact Alison Horn on

01837 861223 if you would like to join.

The hall will be available for hiring again when

the Covid 19 restrictions are lifted in May.  The

committee would like to encourage people to

consider hiring our hall for parties and

functions complying, of course, to any

restrictions which are still in place.  The hall will

be open as a Polling Station on 6th May.  We

look forward to welcoming you back to our

community hall.

Church

Sourton Church did look lovely for our Easter

Sunday Service and we would like to thank

everyone who came to decorate it and provide

the flowers and foliage.  The churchyard

continues to produce a wonderful display of

spring flowers which certainly helps to raise

our spirits and appreciate the beauty of the

countryside around us.  It was good to be able

to use the new church path and help us, who

are older and finding difficulty in walking, to

safely arrive at the church door.  We did enjoy

our Easter Service with Rev. Adrian Brook

officiating.  It was uplifting, as we welcomed

back after a long time due to the Covid

restrictions, our organist Brenda Harris.  She

was able to play for us during the service and

at the end we went outside to sing together

“Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia”.

A.P.C.M.

Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting is to be

held in church on Monday 10th May at 7 pm.

We would welcome everybody to join us.

Church Services in May

2nd 9.30 am Holy Communion at Sourton

9th 9.30 am Holy Communion at Bridestowe

16th 9.30 am Morning Prayer at

Bridestowe

23rd 9.30 am Morning Prayer at Sourton

30th 11 am Benefice Service at

Bridestowe – Holy Communion

Rose Dashper

Would you like to book

 Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and

would be suitable for a variety of functions

and meetings.  It offers a large hall, kitchen,

disabled toilet, committee room and large

stage.  It has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. 

To book or for more information contact

Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or

email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  
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Sourton Village Hall 

AGM
Tuesday 25th May 2021 at 7.30pm

All welcome

We are looking for new committee members

to join our small group.

Please support the hall .

We need help to keep this vital community

link open



BaSE  Page  13



St Vincent Appeal
Last year in Fairtrade

Fortnight two banana farmers

from St Vincent came to

Okehampton. They spoke at a

service in Fairplace church

and they joined us for a community meal at

the Ockment Centre. 

One of the DDE team has kept in touch with

Veronica Browne and when the volcano

erupted on St Vincent earlier this month she

shared photos sent to her of the devastation

to Veronica’s banana crop at a Devon

Fairtrade meeting. 

The Devon group felt that having a personal

connection with Veronica and the fellow

farmers in her co-operative that we wanted to

help in some small way. Devon Development

Education has set up a Virgin Giving page, see

the link below, if you feel you would like to

make a small donation.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/StVincent 

or by sending a cheque to 

DDE,17 St David’s Hill, Exeter, EX4 3RG

Photos of St Vincent as it is today can be seen

on the Okehampton Fairtrade Group

Facebook Page

PLANT STALL

in support of Send a Cow

In spite of the cold wind,

my little plant stall is up

and running outside

Close Hill on the Old A30.

We are on the left 1 1/2 miles west of

Bridestowe, opposite Bidlake Manor and

right on the brow of the hill down to

Coombebow. Please park in the lay-by

opposite.

At the moment there are some of the

tougher flower and veg plants and some

shrubs but, as it warms up there will be lots

more with beans, tomatoes and courgettes

towards the end of the month when you can

plant them out without fear of frost. Dahlias

are sprouting in the greenhouse and will

follow.

Any enquiries to Jenny Reynolds - 01837

861678

 A little bit of Devon folklore - I had never

heard of “Franklin nights” before we came to

Devon 43 years ago, but someone told me

about them then. In case you didn’t know,

they are the 18th, 19th and 20th. of May and,

after that, you can safely plant out tender

things. I’ve done it ever since and it has never

let me down! I wonder who Franklin was?

(See page17)

For Sale
•  Flymo Electric Lawnmower

with grass collection box. 32cm

cut. 2 years old.

£40 o.n.o

 • Qualcast cordless battery strimmer.

Good condition.

£20 o.n.o                                    01837 861298.

HOUSEKEEPER available for private

residence. Reliable and hard working.

References available. To enquire, please

contact Nicola 

Tel:  01837 861582

07710 127 239
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Friends of St Bridget’s 

 AGM will be held on

Wednesday 19th May 2021

7.30pm Via Zoom. 
For all those interested and would like to

attend, please email Bill Thirtle on

btnimbus.333@gmail.com and he will send

access details.

Yearly Report

Sadly, there is little to report after much of a

year in lockdown with the Covid pandemic

preventing both many services and activity on

the fabric of the church. 

The current committee has agreed to tackle

the issue of water warping the screen between

the body of the church and the ringing

chamber. The door into the chamber is so

warped that there are only a few times when it

is openable. Urgent work needs to be done to

stop the deterioration further but before work

can commence the electrics around the screen

need significant redirection and attention and

to this end quotes are being sought. 

The usual Clean-up days have not been held

over the last year with the first of this year

planned for the 27th of March. 

Membership

The membership subscriptions are due in

April. Those that pay by standing order need

do nothing further but those that pay on a

yearly basis can contact Georgina Hodgson or

Bill Thirtle to arrange payment.

We are very keen for new members and if any

of the current committee can provide answers

to any questions then we would be glad to

hear from you. The more members the Friends

has, the more representative of village views it

can be. It can also then lay claim to more ‘clout’

when it comes to searching for grants. The

sense that the village would like the church

building to remain standing and open, and

available for use by the village residents, was

the original reason for the formation of the

Friends of St Bridget’s. The first meeting to

implement the formation of a Friends group

took place in 2012 with the inaugural meeting

on 17th January 2013. Help us to make a

difference as we head to the ten-year

anniversary. Whilst big money is needed for

many projects (which are realistically only

available from successful grant applications)

smaller, DIY type projects can be tackled ‘in

house’ with the help of volunteers and smaller

amounts of money received through

fundraising and membership income are still

therefore extremely important.

The majority of work needing to be done has

to be approved by the diocese with

applications scrutinised by the diocese team.

These applications take time and are also

charged for by the diocese. 

Although funds have been a very limiting

concern the Friends have managed a few

projects over the years, cleaning up the

churchyard, planting bulbs, cleaning up the

tiled floor in the chancel and exposing the floor

plaques, and a successful grant application to

make repairs to some of the roof areas and

guttering.

New committee members are very welcome

and for more information please contact the

current committee. Currently there are only

five on the committee with space for more

within the constitution. 

Useful contacts 

Georgina Hodgson georgina.m@hotmail.co.uk

01837 861183

                      Bill Thirtle

btnimbus.333@gmail.com 07921 540990

                           Jo Fleming (secretary)

jofleming59@gmail.com 07976547412

And finally...

Thank you to all who worked so hard in the

FOSB clean up day - your efforts were very

much appreciated and look forward to seeing

you all at our next event! Hopefully next time

‘elevenses’ will be allowed’
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Just a reminder

about Queen Bees.

We are hoping to

hold our first

meeting on ,

Thursday 16th

September if all goes to plan.

We will meet at 7.30pm in the Margaret

Moore suite and the place will be buzzing !



 Blackthorn or Franklin – Country Lore by

Howard Barkell

If you are fortunate enough to have lived long

in the countryside you will be old enough to

remember some of the lore, customs, sayings

and superstitions that previous generations

lived by. No matter the truth, logic or

provenance involved, if it came from older,

possibly wiser folk, it must be true. Maybe in

this more educated, technological age we are

sometimes too sceptical and dismiss our

heritage lightly.

As I write this sitting indoors in the warm the

weather outside is decidedly unspring like. I

am not surprised because although the lambs

over the hedge are frisking about, the hedge

itself is white. The blackthorn blossom is

almost in full bloom, which means, according

to folklore, we are unlikely to see much

improvement in the temperature until the

blossom disappears. The old farmers and

gardeners would say we are experiencing the

“blackthorn winter,” and no new growth thrives

in cold weather.

 Similarly, they would advise against putting

any tender plants into the ground prematurely.

Be prepared for damaging frosts until after the

“Franklin Nights,” 19th – 21st May are over.

Past experience may have taught them and us

that frost can damage or even kill new shoots

or germinating seeds. Whether Franklin the

cider maker ever existed or if he did make a

pact with the devil doesn’t really matter.

Sprouting potatoes are particularly susceptible

to frost and the late evening task of heeling up

rows of potatoes was once common.

Apparently in Ireland sprinkling newly planted

potatoes with holy water to ward off the evil

one was not unknown. Quite how that all fits in

with the old tradition of ‘doing the garden’ on

Good Friday I’m not sure.

Walking under a ladder, especially when

someone is working above, might seem foolish

anyway rather than a means of bringing bad

luck upon oneself, similarly it is difficult to

understand how spitting on the ground when

one sees a single magpie is likely to deter that

bird if it has evil intentions on you. I still know

people who insist on leaving a house by the

same entrance they entered in “otherwise we

shall have bad luck.” I suppose it is a better

way of explaining misfortune rather than

blame oneself.

It may be that being even faintly amused when

someone of mature age enthuses about

having ‘found’ gardening or having ‘found’

poultry keeping is not politically correct in this

day and age, but a couple generations ago it

would have been part of everyday life in many

households. There are even people who can

remember keeping a pig at the end of the

garden, let alone a few fowls. The day when

the local butcher arrived to kill the pig was a

big event and all sorts of pork products would

be a mainstay of the diet for weeks to come.

Even lowly cottages which may not even have

had an inside toilet, at least had a decent sized

garden. Indeed, the contents of the large

bucket provided useful fertiliser for the garden.

Most families were much more reliant on

home grown produce than is now the case.

Most of the garden was planted with

vegetables, although there was usually a space

for a few fruit bushes. Expensive imported

goods were not an option, especially during

wartime when food rationing was quite strict.

Only the American army seemed to have

unlimited supplies of food. I remember the

excitement when a sailor based in Gibraltar

sent home bananas and how my uncle

stationed in Italy sent back boxes of oranges.

Flowers usually had a bed of their own. Seed

potatoes may have been kept from last year’s

produce, most crops were grown from seed.

Mail Order was virtually unheard of except for

a few specialised items.

We were fortunate in having an agricultural

store in the village which sold garden seeds

and artificial fertilisers as well as corn and

maize and meal and cattle cake. It was run by

Frank Maddaford as an agency for G.U.Fulford

who had premises first in Northfield Road and

later Market Street, Okehampton. Fulfords was

a long-established firm at Queen’s Wharf, in

Barnstaple who gradually expanded, and

eventually had contacts as far away as

Scotland. The seeds were provided by Trumps,

another Barnstaple firm based at the Western

Counties Seed Warehouse. Even before the

First World War they were
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advertising bulbs from Holland and seed

potatoes from Scotland as well as a wide

variety of their own vegetable and flower seed.

By the Second World War both firms were part

of the same company until they too were taken

over by a larger enterprise.

Frank Maddaford had to provide his own

premises, a large double galvanised iron shed

beside the chapel at Bridestowe, the site likely

to be soon redeveloped. It was built either side

of the wall of an old cottage or farm building. It

had an entrance big enough for a lorry to back

into. Inside the wooden floor was the same

height as the lorry so sacks could be wheeled

straight off when delivered from the main

depot. It had an upper floor and a hoist to

raise sacks, but I don’t remember either ever

being used. On one side of the doorway was a

small office where orders could be placed and

bills paid. On the other was a set of scales

operated by using weights of various sizes. It

could accommodate the largest sacks of

animal feed or my order of a stone of mixed

grain, poultry pellets or flaked maize for my

hens.

In the days when farms relied on horse power

it was convenient to have a local source for

their needs. At one time Frank used to travel

around the farms to take orders. The

telephone service didn’t arrive in the village

until the thirties. After they had been delivered

to the store from Okehampton farmers had

the option of collecting their order by horse

and cart or having it delivered on a small lorry

driven by Bill Gale. As farmers became more

mechanised and their animal feed needs

became larger, and as manufacturers began to

deliver their own products, it was perhaps

inevitable that the middle man would become

redundant.

My first garden is now the chapel car park, my

second the site of a house. The field beside the

river where I kept my flock of black leghorns is

now the garden of one of the houses in

Cranford Close. Such is progress. I am grateful

for the opportunities a simple village life gave

me to enjoy such pastimes as a schoolboy and

for being able to share the wisdom of those

whose life experience was far greater than

mine.                                              H.B.

Franklin Nights
www.legendarydartmoor.co.uk.

At one time, not too long in the past cider was

as common a beverage as Typhoo tea is today

upon Dartmoor. Not only was it a popular

drink in the pubs and inns but many farms had

their cider orchards whose apples would make

the families yearly supply. During the apple

growing process one of the vital factors in

obtaining a good crop was a healthy blossom

coverage which was very susceptible to

damage from late frosts. In some years these

late frosts would appear around the same

time, namely between the 19th and 21st of

May and became known as ‘Franklin’s Nights’,

‘St. Frankling Nights’ or Francimass. But why

should this be?

If we wander into the realms of folklore there

are several suggestions as to who was Franklin

and what connection he had with late frosts.

One version is that he was an ale brewer

whose sales were in a dramatic decline due to

the ever increasing popularity of cider. After

trying everything imaginable to reverse this

trend he eventually resorted to the final

option, in return for his soul he made a pact

with the Devil to send three severe late frosts

to damage the apple blossom. This meant that

the apple growers would have a seriously

depleted apple crop which in turn would mean

a short supply of their ‘golden nectar’. The

consequence of this was that his ale would

once again be in popular demand and his

business once again back on the track for a

healthy profit. This tale somehow filtered down

through the ages and with it the strong belief

that should late frosts appear between the

19th and 21st of May then they were the result

of Franklin’s demonic pact. This is a prime

example of how there was always a need to

attribute some explanation to a disaster in

times gone by no matter how ludicrous it

seemed.  It is always interesting to note that

many of the explanation of these disasters

involved tales associated with evil involving the

Devil or Witchcraft.

Read the full article at

www.legendarydartmoor.co.uk
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Bridestowe Churches Partnership

Bridestowe Methodist church

 

 

During May we will be worshiping in the

Chapel every Sunday at 11am as well as our

Zoom worship.

For our worship in the Chapel, on the 2nd May

Mr Gary Yates will be leading worship on the

9th there will be a YouTube service shown. On

the 16th, Rev Irving Penberthy will lead

worship and on the 23rd our Pentecost

service will be led by Bridget Down. On the

30th there will be a youtube service shown.

Social distancing and mask wearing

restrictions must be adhered to and no

singing is allowed in the building.

If you would like more information about

services or would like to join in with our zoom

worship please email:

deanmjames0@gmail.com  or

b.maddaford2@btinternet.com 

As we watch, read or listen to the news we can

often despair at what we see. These words

from the Letter to the Corinthians in the Bible

are probably well known to a lot of people.

They are often read at weddings, but they

don’t just relate to married couples:

 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it

does not boast, it is not proud. It does not

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not

easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the

truth. It always protects, always trusts, always

hopes, always perseveres.

1 Corinthians 13:4

If we all have these words in mind, in all our

interaction with others, then we will make a

difference, and most of the things that we

despair of in the news would not be there if

everyone did the same. Let’s do our bit to

make it a better world.

 

St Bridget’s Church Services 

Church APCM

APCM or Annual Parochial Church Meeting is

the church equivalent of an AGM. In the

Church of England there is the traditional

understanding that the Parish Church is what

it says; a church that belongs to the whole

parish. At the APCM anyone who lives in the

parish (not just churchgoers) can attend and

comment / ask questions about the church.

Anyone on the church electoral role is

allowed to vote for the election of church

council members.

The APCM for St Bridget’s will held in the

Church on Sunday 16th May at 10.30am

following the morning service.  The Electoral

Roll is being revised and anyone wishing to

join it should contact Jenny Reynolds before

May 2nd.

St. Bridget’s Church is open daily for visitors

and private prayer.

Services in May

Services are continuing under current covid

guidelines.

  2nd   Holy Communion       9.30am

Sourton

  9th    Holy Communion       9.30am

Bridestowe

16th    Morning Prayer          9.30am

Bridestowe  (Followed by APCM)

23rd    Morning Prayer          9.30am

Sourton

30th    Benefice Service       11.00am
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On Friday 9th April  Bill Thirtle tolled the bell

at St Bridget’s  Church ninety-nine times to

mark each year of the life of HRH Prince

Philip, Duke of Edinburgh who died on that

day. Sometimes a tolling bell can be as

eloquent as any words.



National Trust, News from Lydford Gorge 

Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

I hope you all had a lovely Easter, the sunshine

was very welcome however the easterly wind

was biting, and the occasional showers of

snow and hail were a shock to me. It’s feeling

more spring like every day now though with

spring flowers popping up all over.

In the gorge the bluebells should be at their

peak very soon. The English bluebell is an

ancient woodland indicator species; it’s usually

found in areas that have been continuously

wooded for over 400 years. Our native

species, however, is currently under threat

from the introduced Spanish bluebell. You can

tell them apart as the Spanish form stands

upright with flowers all around the stem. The

native bluebell has a much more drooping

form with flowers only on one side of the

stem. The whole plant, including the

underground bulb, is poisonous and the sap

from the bulb causes skin irritation. In the past

the gummy sap was used as glue for

bookbinding. Being highly toxic it stopped

certain insects from attacking the binding.

Scientists are now researching how the toxic

chemicals in bluebells could one day help treat

cancer.

At the gorge we recently experienced some

vandalism in areas currently closed as part of

our Covid secure measures. A number of

padlocks and gates were damaged and several

of the wires that make up the safety fencing

on the path from the Devil’s Cauldron were

cut. Unfortunately, these wires are not able to

be repaired as they need to be able to stop

someone falling into the gorge, and so will

need replacing. It’s most unusual and sad that

this is happening. As you can imagine, any

damage takes precious time and money to fix.

It’s also worrying that people might be putting

themselves in unsafe situations.

We are currently planning to re-open more of

the gorge walks from mid-June, as long as

government restrictions allow, and we can

ensure all the paths are safe. Now that we

have the whole ranger team back working,

they are busy getting everything back up to

standard. Sadly, there is a risk that any further

vandalism could push that date back and put

further strain on our charitable funds. We’re

working hard to open as much of the gorge as

possible this year and are really looking

forward to being able to welcome you all back.

Opening Times 2021

Waterfall trail

Open all year 10-5* every day

Waterfall Tea-room**

24 March to 31 October 10.30 - 4.30† every day

Lydford Gorge trails

1 July to 31 October 10.30 - 5†

* 1 October to 28 February: close 4.

**  Devil’s Cauldron tearoom open at peak

times

† 1 to 31 October: close 3.30.

These opening times are still subject to change

depending on government restrictions.

Please check our website for up to date

information on opening times.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    Registered Charity

Number 205846

BaSEline

You can’t fail to have noticed the thick

black line that appears near the top of the

pages of half the BaSE copies we print. I’m

afraid that it’s caused by a fault that has

developed in one of the 2 printers we use to

print the  480 copies of BaSE each month.

  Rather than buy a new printer we’re making

do because apart from this defect, it prints

well. It’s just one of those things that are sent

to try us.

I haven’t had a volunteer to deliver the

newsletter around Coombebow so I will put

an extra 20 copies in Riverside Stores and

Post Office, with Colin and Michaela’s

permission of course.  

There are a couple of new advertisers in

this month’s BaSE on pages 20 and 27.         AY
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THE WHITE HART INN, 
BRIDESTOWE

                  Tel: 01837 861318

Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 

Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT

Tel: 01837 861212

Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk

Until Monday 17th May we will continue with our outside table service, running at reduced

times and days and, of course, this is very weather dependant. We will do our best to stay open

but the weather will play a big part and this is why we have made the decision not to do Sunday

roasts until May when people can sit inside. Sometimes if the weather is sunny we open at 3pm

- please check our Facebook page for last minute changes.

Thursday

Drinks - 5.00pm - close

Food - 5.30pm - 8.30pm

Friday

Drinks - 5.00pm - close

Food - 5.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday

Drinks -12.00pm - close

Food -12.00pm - 3pm,  5.30pm - 8.30pm

Sunday

Drinks -12.00pm - close

Food - 12.00pm - 4.00pm

From Monday 17th onwards, people are allowed

inside for drinks and meals. A limited  takeaway food

service will continue but this does now include drinks.

Our opening times will then revert to normal, fingers

crossed.

We are looking forward to seeing you all again and

would like to thank everyone who has supported us

during these testing times. 

Let’s look forward to a long hot summer.    

Sarah and Mike

TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent 

For all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, 

car hire, airport parking, hotel and airport transfers 

and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             

07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                              

Facebook- tors travel                                         

New advertiser..
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For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne

books, please contact:

Jackie Butler
Independent Usborne Organiser

Elsie’s Book Corner

07828323473

elsiesbookcorner@gmail.comFind me on 

Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Paul Sprake
Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages
• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 
PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

  Associates
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SBG Plumbing & Heating Services -

Lydford

Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811490356                              

sigilbert@btinternet.com

Private Tutoring 
Oxford English Literature and

English Graduate

DBS checked

Available for one-to-one or family

group tutoring in humanities

subjects and mathematics up to

GCSE level.

 Online or in person. 

£18 /hour. 

Please email Bella at

bwestlake1732@gmail.com for

more information or with any

queries. 

Okehampton Recycling

Centre
Exeter Road 

Industrial Estate

Okehampton

EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm

 



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Carpentry

Complete carpentry service Roofs, dormers and Veluxes

Kitchens supplied and fitted     1st and 2nd FIX

Free quotations

Tel: 07540 956379           www.magnacarpentry.com

MOOR CLEANING SERVICES

Domestic Cleaning Holiday Lets Ironing

Home Support Liability Insured

Tel. - Paula 07885 742 908

Email - moorcleaningservices@gmail.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 
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Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

EDZ

Painting and decorating

service.

 Interior and exterior work .

Reasonable rates

Free quotes

Chimney sweeping

service sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window

cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have

for valeting - collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com



River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park will open on April 12th. Meanwhile we are taking bookings  for

the touring side and holiday vans. Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated, double glazed,

static caravans are available for hire, either for the week or for short breaks.

Details on request  01837 861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 6pm. Hand washing facilities

have been installed and hard surfaces will be

wiped down between customers. Tokens

available from Reception.
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Rob McBain Tree Services
Trained, Certified & Insured

All tree work undertaken 

Hedge laying & pruning 

 Fencing 

07824 980 198
robmcbain@hotmail.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage

The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment, call 01837 658696

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

New advertiser..



Robert & Nicholas McNamara

01566 783471
Specialists in round the clock

care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services

Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial

Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 

Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!

07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton
Very Competitive Rates
Telephone: 01837 861 509
Mobile: 07748344978
Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent

references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 

Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883

Traditional standing seam metal roofing

Specialising in zinc, copper, aluminium and stainless

steel Free quotes      

  Mike 07732 756 774 zincnationroofing@gmail.com



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

• Rotary/ manual sweeping                 

 • Certificates for insurance issued      

       • Chimney CCTV recordings carried out
• Birds nest removal                             

           • Complete dust free service

High reach equipment also available for

gutter cleaning/ external chimney repair
Special rates for BaSE catchment area

Call: 01837 861873         07747419950

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH

BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an

extensive and ever increasing range of

handmade designs........newborns,

expressions of love, family, animals and

many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current

catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com
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Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

Picking up the pace now with lots of plants for sale. Once
we’re frost-free, you will be able to pick up all your
favourites for borders, tubs and baskets - lobelia, petunias,
busy Lizzies, geraniums and more. Why not drop in and
see what we’ve got.
 John and Angie

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the

entrepreneur’s trap? 
I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.

So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat



JAMES TENNANT LTD

LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,

Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478

Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all

makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 

Courtesy car available if required, while

we MOT your vehicle.
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Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling, Reductions, Hedge

trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also quality firewood supplied

Fully insured Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel: 07881 288093

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian

Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)

BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to

provide a range of high quality
arboricultural services Services include:

Tree removals, tree pruning, reductions,

thinning, shaping and dead wood removal,

hedge trimming, stump grinding and tree
planting. Call now for advice and a free, no

obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 

Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny McInnes

Commissions accepted

Do you have an interesting

home/garden/business premises which would

look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a

possible commission, or details of the full range

and prices of products, ring me, Penny McInnes,

on 01837 861364 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  

     Les Sorts It           

I am an experienced gardener and no
job is turned down.

 I also offer cleaning services with
experience and also..

WEEDING, GRASS CUTTING, HEDGE
TRIMMING, PLANTING, PRUNING &

GENERAL OUTSIDE JOBS

If you would like a quote or have any
questions please call,

Les  - 07591 761 096


