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Autumn Woodfest 
9th -10th October

 at RHS Garden Rosemoor.

Saturday, 10am–4pm 

and Sunday, 10am–3pm

 A fun-filled weekend of activities, wood crafts,

plus much more for all the family. See artisans

at work on traditional crafts, including

woodturning, carving and whittling, basket

weaving and spinning in The Garden Room.

There will also be a chance to purchase some

stunning wood crafts from some of the best

wood traders in the region.

Ben May will be back with his stunning heavy

horses demonstrating traditional logging in our

lower woodland. Learn more about ancient

trees with walks and talks hosted by the

Ancient Tree Forum, or get involved with

forestry schools skills or survival skills. You can

also have a go at archery or even tree climbing,

which can all be discovered in the Stream Field.

Plus...

 An Exhibition: Wild Mushroom Art by Peter

Thwaites. 9th October - 7th November

 Peter is a skilled watercolour artist, self-taught,

and encouraged by a founding member of the

Society of Wildlife Artists. He was

commissioned by the British Mycological

Society to illustrate a pocket guide and poster

of common fungi (around 60 species). This

exhibition of original paintings will have a

selection of these illustrations on display. 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING
St Thomas à Becket Church, Sourton

on 

    Monday October 4th  6.30 p.m.

Light refreshments will be served in the Hall

after the service.

If you would like to bring gifts of produce 

to the Church, they will be auctioned

afterwards.
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Village Fun Day

Well..... what an absolutely fabulous

afternoon, it was perfect, the sun was

shining and everyone enjoyed themselves.

It was truly lovely to see so many faces,

families, younger children, older school

children, extended families, grandparents,

visiting relatives and many local residents.

Captain Jack Sparrow was a massive hit

with everyone and proves that not all

pirates are bad!

The church bell was a hit also, being able to

have a go at bell ringing was great fun.

The Wren Trust junk band and Ali Oops

circus skills as always entertained everyone

and allowed everyone to have a go at

something new.

We have lots of photos to feed back to

Comic Relief and all that’s to be said is

‘thank you, thank you, thank you!’ to those

that came along, those that helped in any

way, set up early in the morning, stayed

with us and packed away afterwards ,

Treetops’ families for always supporting us,

staff and staff partners and husbands for

being around with us all day, BVH

committee and community groups who

donated time today manning different

stalls, running fun activities and cooking the

BBQ, Rachel for the PA and music, without

you things would have been a lot harder.

Everyone’s help is so so appreciated.

Will we do it all again in 2022??. mmmmm...

watch this space! ????

Lilian would like to thank everyone for

the cards, flowers, presents and prayers
she received to mark her 91st birthday.

A very sincere thank you to all her kind

friends and especially to dear Mark

whom everyone knows gives her
excellent care.

SKIERS WANTED

The European season

is less than 12 weeks

away, The Skiing will

happen. Group

bookings get

discounts, why pay

full price?  

Fully Organised, all inclusive travel package

using an English, independent, family run

business owning their own small chalets in

quiet resorts.

No hidden extras with Full ATOL protection

of your booking. 

For further information, options and ideas,

contact : Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk  

Under a bushel  - September 2022 

After the success of 2017’s local arts

and crafts exhibition, Bridestowe village

hall will once again host and display our

local artists’ work. 

The official date is to be confirmed

however this gives everyone plenty of

time to start creating, painting,

sculpting and everything in between. 

If you wish to get in touch please

contact rosejpritchard@gmail.com 



Post Cards on Parade
Howard Barkell

As I sit here in mid-September the sun is

shining, the air is still, the windows are open

and I can hear the distinct chatter of small

arms fire coming across the valley from the

Willsworthy range. Some would see the

presence of the military in a National Park as

an anachronism, others might use much

stronger language to describe it, but it is a fact

which we shall have to live with for a while

longer I suspect.

When Dartmoor Prison received its first

French prisoners of war in 1809 and

Americans in 1813 they were guarded by

British troops. At the cessation of hostilities

both sets of prisoners were repatriated by

1816 and the facility closed. It is thought that

the long disused rifle range at Hart Tor was

used by troops stationed at the prison. This

must be one of the first incursions of the

military on the moor. It is an easy walk close to

the Princetown – Yelverton road to try and find

the remaining granite distance markers from

the target position. 

Other areas used were on Trendlebere Down

near Haytor and as the size of the Plymouth

garrison increased, Roborough Down. The first

local area used was at Okehampton where

artillery practice started in 1875 on Halstock

Down. It replaced the previous live firing area

out to sea from Shoeburyness which became

unsuitable as guns became rifled and more

powerful. Incidentally I was posted there to

Horseshoe Barracks for a month in 1956 while

awaiting embarkation. As the facility at

Okehampton became more developed and

used more frequently a dedicated military

siding was built at Okehampton Station where

men, horses and their equipment could be

unloaded close to the road which leads to the

camp. My grandfather who was a gun team

driver made at least one visit with the

Chestnut Troop from Aldershot before the

First World War.

The first really local area to be utilised by the

military was High Down where the initial camp

took place in 1892. It was used for the

fortnight’s annual camp by the Plymouth

Infantry Volunteer Brigade and others from

various parts of Devon and Cornwall, a total of

over 2000 men. They thought it suitable

because it was close to road and rail links, was

a large enough reasonably level area to pitch

tents on and provided plenty of healthy fresh

air. The following year it was used as a staging

post for the artillery on its way from Plymouth

to the range at Okehampton.

In 1894 the volunteers were woken by Reveille

at 4 a.m., left Roborough Down at 6 o’clock to

march the 15 miles to High Down which they

reached at one o’clock. During their fortnight

they took part in various manoeuvres, no live

firing, of course. Any spare time was passed by

rambling, swimming or visiting Lydford or

Bridestowe. Perhaps that was when the

photograph, later published as a post card,

was taken. It shows two small groups of

soldiers walking along the road towards

Lydford near what is now Field Cottage. In the

distance the whole of High Down appears to

be covered with tents.

The camp returned to High Down in 1904

‘after several years.’ Special trains from Exeter

brought troops to Bridestowe Station, those

from Plymouth and Cornwall via the Great

Western Railway ended at Lydford. In both

cases they had to complete the journey to

camp on foot. My father always maintained

that the railway company made a special exit

on the down platform at Bridestowe specially

for the army. At last I have found evidence

which supports this information. The camp

was commanded by Lord Clifford and he

caused local controversy by paying the Parish

Council £10 for allowing the camp to take

place plus a smaller amount to repair damage

to the lane. The Commoners disputed the

Council’s authority to make such a decision

and demanded the money be handed over to

them, while the Ratepayers thought it really

belonged to them!

The War Office had previously realised that a

more suitable site was needed to make a live

firing range and at the beginning of the

twentieth century agreed to buy the

Willsworthy Manor Estate, which included Tavy

Cleave, from the Calmady Hamlyn family. This

meant that three farms on the Peter Tavy side

had to be evacuated as they would be in the

danger area. By 1904 meetings were taking

place with those entitled to Commonable

Rights on Willsworthy to agree compensation

for the extinction of those
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rights. There were few Lydford farmers

affected so none sat on the negotiating

committee. The price for the manor sale went

to arbitration. The asked for price was £25000,

the price paid was £5000.

In 1906 the grandly named Royal 1st Devon

Imperial Yeomanry, a part-time mounted unit,

where you had to provide your own horse,

was in camp on High Down. A comparatively

small affair compared with the Infantry camps

it was reported that the men lived in 4 rows of

eighteen bell tents with their horses tethered

nearby. The officers, of course, had their own

separate area. After serving in the Boer War

the Yeomanry was now more of a mounted

infantry than a cavalry unit. The four

squadrons were based at Thorverton, Ottery

St. Mary, Totnes and Bodmin. Another

undated post card taken from above the lower

ford on High Down and looking towards Doe

Tor shows a line of horses at a long feeding or

watering trough beside the river. Several seem

to be rugged. This was probably the last time

High Down was used.

The following year a hiker reported crossing

the recently acquired War Office property

where he stopped and chatted with a

Company of Royal Engineers who were

erecting the butts and firing points ready for

rifle practice using live ammunition.

By 1912 the camp was busy. At the end of July

three Battalions of the Devonshire Regiment

(by now Territorials) plus support staff were in

residence after arriving by rail and marching

to the camp. A few timber framed corrugated

iron huts holding washing places, cold

showers, toilet facilities, a drying room for

each battalion and new kitchens had been

built. A large open air bath like a small

swimming pool had also been provided, but

accommodation was still under canvas. A

postal marquee with a daily delivery and

collection service was opened, manned by

soldiers. Post cards showing my uncle Bert

with his pony and wagonette loaded with mail

bags were provided for the family at least.

Another card looking towards Hare Tor shows

marksmen at the firing points facing the butts.

There are two butts each with eight targets.

The only snag was the weather. Heavy rain

and wind flooded and damaged the tents and

turned the camp into a quagmire. Questions

were asked in Parliament about the suitability

of the site and the Secretary of War made an

evasive reply about the possibility of providing

an alternative place for accommodation. 

However, the camp remained open and

became increasingly used by the regular army

until in 1937 it was proposed that the size of

the range be increased. That move was bitterly

opposed by Lydford Commoners and those in

the hospitality industry who feared loss of

grazing rights and tourist income. The

situation rumbled on until the outbreak of war

when virtually all the moor was requisitioned

for military training anyway. 

During hostilities a small part of Willsworthy

was used by the RAF as a Y Station or listening

post which forwarded information mainly

about U Boat positions in the Atlantic to

Bletchley Park. The heavily guarded

compound near the top of the hill was

dominated by four ten metre high aerial poles.

It was manned by skilled direction finding

operators who were billeted with locals such

as at Bearwalls.

After the war the military gradually returned

parts of the moor to its various owners, but

the range at Willsworthy more or less retained

the proposed new boundaries fought over so

fiercely before the war. The camp eventually

received a make over in 1983 when the hulks

of two tanks used for target practice were

removed, one of the butts was also removed

and an electronic target range and a

mechanical moving target trainer were

installed. The ancient buildings were no longer

fit for purpose and were demolished. A camp

on a new site as half promised in 1912 was

actually built in 1995! While the range is in

almost daily use these days the marksmen

seem to arrive in comfortable coaches or mini-

buses rather than sampling the pleasures of

life under canvas. Good luck to them as there

must still be times when they end up freezing

cold and soaking wet. Dartmoor weather still

has a mind of its own.

The Over 60’s Lunch will be held on

Tuesday 12th October.

Meet at 12 noon for lunch

at 12.30pm. Please ring

Jennifer Thorne 861592

to cancel. If you came last

month you will be on the

list.
BaSE  Page  4



Bridestowe Parish Council News

Below is the PC’s response to WDBC for the

Town Farm development application:

2957/21/ ARM.

It reflects feedback from parishioners and the

views of councillors.

“The comments have been categorised as

follows:

    1. Density of the development

    2. Parking and turning within the shared 

surface

    3. Housing mix

    4. Landscaping

    5. Flood risk

    6. Surface water drainage

    7. Construction Management Plan

    1. Density of the Development

The PC believes it is very important that the

proposals for the development should provide

a high standard of layout and design, that

includes respecting the character and

appearance of the surroundings and the

treatment of spaces between and around the

proposed dwellings. 

National planning guidance requires

developments to be visually attractive as a

result of good architecture, layout and

appropriate and effective landscaping. (NPPF

12/130).

Whilst houses should not be crammed in

together, “....residential development will be at

the highest density compatible with the

creation of an attractive living environment, in

scale with its surroundings and safeguarding

the amenities enjoyed by nearby residents.”

(WDBC Core Strategy 2011 and Bridestowe

and Sourton Neighbourhood Plan (BSNP)

5.1.19).

Good design can overcome problems of

density. Developments should be able to

demonstrate that the positioning of houses

within the development and adjacent to

existing properties has been carefully thought

through and provided so that no one feels

overlooked or cramped by neighbouring

properties. 

(BSNP 5.1.20).

These guidelines have not been achieved. The

minimum distance between plots 3 and 4 as

well as between plot 10 and 11 is as little as 1

metre.  As a consequence and given the

relative positions of plots 10 and 11, it is likely

that the occupiers will feel cramped and

overlooked by their neighbours. The proximity

of the adjacent properties will not give the

impression of an attractive and well thought

out development.

2. Parking and Turning within the Shared

Surface

The proposed development does not provide

sufficient vehicle parking and turning space to

meet the requirements of all users. There will

be intense on-street parking pressure on

roads within the Town Meadow estate,

resulting in a safety risk and poor residential

amenity.

The adoption of a restrictive shared surface

with no apparent provision for street lighting

will affect residents’ ability to enjoy a quiet

and safe residential environment for

pedestrians, children, cyclists, those with

disabilities, the elderly and the vulnerable.

Safe and accessible developments, with well-

defined pedestrian routes and public space

will improve the perception of safety and may

discourage antisocial behaviour. (BSNP 5.1.21).

The proposed shared surface is unadoptable

and it is unrealistic to expect residents to be

financially responsible for its maintenance,

particularly when a third of the housing is

designated as affordable. 

3. Housing Mix

The development proposes that the

affordable housing will comprise two-

bedroom dwellings. The Housing Needs

Survey (HNS) on which this proposal might be

based was carried out in 2016 and is now no

longer valid. The size, type, and tenure of

housing needed for different groups including

those with  growing families, older residents,

disabled residents and those requiring

affordable housing should have been re-

assessed and reflected in the planning of this

development (NPPF4/63). The PC is committed

to encouraging young families
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to remain in the village, rather than looking

for a larger dwelling elsewhere, as their

children become older.

The affordable housing is to be confined to

one area within the development.  An

integrated solution would be a far better

outcome, creating a more acceptably

balanced social mix across the whole

development. (BSNP p34. 1(a) and 1(b)).

4.  Landscaping

The proposed development will destroy

habitat for a number of species as detailed in

the ecology reports.  The measures aimed at

mitigating the effects of this destruction do

not appear to provide an ecological net gain

for the environment.  The preliminary

ecological report suggested that a 175m

hedgerow could be created on the north side

of the development in the “dark” area of the

development. This suggestion has not been

adopted within the proposals and as such an

opportunity to demonstrate a commitment to

net gain has been lost.

The area concerned does support wildlife for

a number of creatures and it is important that

sensitive and necessary planning control

ensures that the cumulative effects of

development do not damage the character

and amenity for close by established

residential areas. (NPPF15/174) (BSNP 4.1.1.).

 5. Flood Risk

There is local knowledge regarding the poor

drainage of the development site which

suffers from localised flooding. The proposal

acknowledges this risk and provides for

individual drains outside each property.

However, the area benefiting from the drains

is small and the greater part of each garden

area is likely to suffer from waterlogging

rendering them unusable. 

The proposal does not take a long term

approach to mitigating and adapting to

climate change, taking into account the long-

term implications for increased flood risk

(NPPF14/153) (BSNP p34. 1(d)).

6. Surface Water Drainage

The site of the attenuation pool is not the

lowest point within the development.  The NW

corner encompassing, but not limited to plots

10 and 11 is lower. Consequently, the

developers propose to raise an, as yet

unspecified area of the NW in order to

facilitate the planned disposal of surface

water.  There are no details of how this is to

be achieved, with what materials and how the

boundary of the raised area is to be

integrated with existing levels.  Drawings do

not appear to show how affected trees will be

protected from build up around their trunks.

Without such protection it is likely they will not

survive.

The proposed fencing around the pool is

insufficient to provide adequate security

particularly along the northern boundary

where access attempts, out of sight of

residents, could be successful. 

The maintenance plan details the not

inconsiderable work involved in keeping the

pool functioning efficiently.  The cost is likely

to be considerable and will be borne by

residents.  It could be an unreasonable

burden on all residents, but more so on those

living in the affordable homes and might

impact their suitability for such a role.

In addition, the attenuation pool is far too

close to the dwellings.

Access to the pool for maintenance appears

to require right of way through land owned by

a third party.  There is no mention of how this

is to be achieved and maintained in perpetuity.

7. Construction Management Plan 

A construction management plan has not

been published.  It is essential that the

community is able to be reassured as to the

conduct of the construction so that its

concerns can be addressed. 

Bridestowe Parish Council would be grateful if

WDBC council would take their comments into

consideration as well as the views expressed

in the local Neighbourhood Plan, when

deciding this application. We would welcome

the opportunity to meet with a representative

of the planning department on site to

illustrate our points at first hand. “
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Bridestowe Parish Council

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 20th October at 7.30p.m. in the

Methodist Church hall and members of the public are very welcome to attend.

Agendas and also minutes from previous council meetings are displayed on the noticeboards

in the parish, or on the Bridestowe web site at www.bridestowe.org.uk  

 Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council: Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 



Bridestowe Methodist Church

Come and Celebrate Harvest with us at

Bridestowe Methodist Church

Sunday 3rd October 11am

We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on

the land. But it is fed and watered by God’s

almighty hand! 

Worship in October

   3rd    11am Harvest festival Angela Banfield

 10th    11am Rev Martin Goord

 17th    11am Cafe Church 

  24th   11am Rev Chris Jackson

   31st   11am Rev Jerry Cook (sacrament)

 The Ark is open Tuesday & Thursday 10-12 /

2.30-4.30 

St Bridget’s Church (inc. St Thomas à Becket)

Church Services in October

3rd  Holy Communion           9.30       Sourton

  4th  Harvest Thanksgiving  6.30pm Sourton

 10th  Holy Communion       9.30am  Bridestowe

 17th  Morning Prayer       9.30am     Bridestowe

       Civic Service                 3.00pm     Bridestowe

 24th  Morning Prayer       9.30am     Sourton

 31st  Benefice Service     11.00am    Lydford 

      Polish your halo at a   

Clean-up Day

        Saturday 23rd October, 

10 to 12 

at St Bridget’s Church   

Bring garden tools to tackle the jobs in

hand

     Any garden collection containers

would also be welcome

    The usual bribe of cakes will be offered!!

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

Soft Plastic Recycling
You can now recycle soft plastics like crisp

packets and bread bags at a Co-op or Tesco

near you. It doesn’t matter where you bought

them. Just pop your soft plastics into our

recycling units and we’ll do the rest. 

Soft plastics recycling is easy. Just follow these

steps:

 Clean it – First, rinse your packaging out.

 Scrunch it – Now, scrunch it up tight - if it

pings back, it’s a useful indicator it’s soft plastic.

    See what you can and can’t recycle

YES PLEASE TO...

General: Thin plastic lids of all types

    Kitchen towel, toilet roll, nappy bag, cotton 

wool wrappers

    Pouches – microwave rice, pre-cooked

mussels, petfood, etc

    Fruit & veg nets, bags and wrappers

    Plastic sauce sachets

Bags: ordinary carrier bags,bread bags,crisps,

nuts, snacks bags Bags from: cereal and

porridge,dried goods – dried fruit, pasta, rice,

sugar, pulses, etc

  Wrappers & Film Chocolate and sweets bags

and wrappers, biscuit wrappers, cling film pizza

wrapping film, bread product wrappers:

croissants, pancakes, naan bread, pitta bread,

garlic bread . Wrappers from: cheese, pastry,

cakes, Yorkshire puddings,baby wipes, etc

Meat, poultry and joints, tea and teabags,

ground coffee, etc. Pies, pastries, sausage rolls,

household textiles, scourers, rubber gloves,

etc. Giftwrap, greetings cards, etc. Flower

wrappers, petfood wrappers

NO THANKS TO..

Compostable carrier bags, compostable and

biodegradable bags & wrappers

 Plastic bottles  and plastic trays.
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BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

It was good to meet again in September for

the first time since February 2020, even

though only eight members could make it that

day (which did make social distancing more or

less possible!) 

I confirmed that I had sent  the donations

agreed all that time ago and read out thank

you letters from the Village Hall and the

Friends of Okehampton Library. 

We agreed that in future the group will meet

on the third Thursday of each month. New

members are very welcome.

On October 21st we shall be going for coffee

to ‘’Pump and Pedal”, leaving the village at

about 10.15. I’ll get in touch nearer the time to

sort out lifts.

Ann Allan on 861551

Dartmoor 70th Anniversary Exhibition

From September  you can travel back in time

and enjoy the last 70 years of Dartmoor as a

National Park at Princetown Visitor Centre,

from 10:00 - 16:00

This interact commemorative exhibition allows

you  to share the special qualities of Dartmoor

and the significant events of the last seven

decades.

No booking required and free admission

although donations welcomed

Exhibition continues until 15th December 2021

The Vicar writes...
 Last week we had our first skittles match since

the lockdowns began. It was good to see some

familiar faces and enjoy a bit of banter even if

our skittling was a bit rusty. It made me realise

how much I have missed those occasions when

communities come together whether for

organised events like skittles matches or casual

ones like a chat in the street. When we
physically meet together we communicate in

ways you can never do with a computer.
They are important times, we share news and

communicate with one another; talking is

important in community life. I came across this

story about an orange:

A Mum witnessed her two children fighting

over an orange. They were pushing and shoving

each other and trying to wrestle the orange out of

the other’s hands. In heated tones, they were

saying:

“It’s mine!”
“You can’t have it!” 

“I want it!” 
“I saw it first!”

What did she do? She took the orange from the
children, cut it in half, and gave one half of the

orange to each child. Things calmed down. But as
she watched the children go about their business,

she noticed that one child peeled off the rind of

the orange, threw the rind in the bin and ate the

juicy flesh. She noticed that the other child peeled

off the rind, threw the fruit in the bin and sliced

up the rind for a recipe she was creating.

With a bit more communication both

children could have had twice as much orange. 
As we enter the Autumn and Winter the

temptation to stay in is greater as it not only
gets colder and darker but the fear of a winter

lurgy looms. During the pandemic we seem to

have become more divided in many ways. I

have heard of friends and families no longer

talking to each other because they have

different opinions about covid or lockdowns or

vaccines. We musn’t let ourselves become

separated and divided. Separation and

loneliness can be just as damaging as physical

illness. This winter we need to find ways to

keep meeting together and do what our
ancestors did; sit around a warm fire and talk.

It’s how civilised society evolved after all, it’s

what we do as humans – meet together and

talk.                        Adrian Brook

   Bacon Baps 
 will be served on    

Saturday  30th

November

from 10 -12 noon at

Bridestowe Village

Hall. 

Takeaway service available too.

 Seating is in the main hall.    
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Look what’s

back!

Pub Quiz on

Wednesday 13th

October at White

Hart  at 8pm in aid of Treetops.

Booking  a table is advisable



Movie Watch - September 2021

 So finally, we got there. 18 months later than

anticipated, the ‘new’ James Bond film reached

the New Carlton. It opened on 30th

September, around the time this issue of BaSE

landed on your doormat.

Without wanting to be over dramatic, the box

office success of No Time To Die will probably

be critical to the health, well-being and

possibly even the long-term future of the

independent cinema sector.  

We’ve seen so many trailers it almost feels

unnecessary to actually sit through the film,

but advance bookings are said to be through

the roof. The national Vue chain reported as

many bookings in the first 24 hours as they

had taken during the whole first month that

the last Bond film, Spectre, had been open for

business, back in 2015.

The plot? Who knows? More of the same you’d

imagine. ‘Recruited to rescue a kidnapped

scientist, Bond finds himself hot on the trail of a

mysterious villain who’s armed with a dangerous

new technology.’  Or was that the last one? It

really doesn’t matter.

There’ll be spectacular locations, cars, gadgets,

cars with gadgets and all the usual stuff. We do

know two important pieces of information.

This will, categorically, be Daniel Craig’s last

Bond film and, perhaps more practically, this is

the longest Bond film ever made, at 163

minutes. So I should make suitable provision

for that aspect, if you’re likely to be in need of

the facilities.

I suspect the film will be shown in

Okehampton for some time, so there’s no need

to rush, but you will need to book. I hope you

enjoy No Time To Die but mostly, as a big fan

of our local cinema, I just hope you go and see

it.

Last month we were eagerly anticipating the

arrival of two attractive titles. The Courier,

starring Benedict Cumberbatch, and The Last

Bus with Timothy Spall as ailing pensioner Tom

Harper. Well, things didn’t go well on that front.

The Courier got no closer to us than Plymouth

where, I’m reliably assured by one who

travelled, it was excellent and well worth the

drive. The Last Bus, on the other hand, did

eventually stop in Okehampton but was a real

disappointment.

Accurately described in one broadsheet as ‘a

plodding road trip movie’ we were left

bewildered as to why the excellent Timothy

Spall would commit to such a tepid project. As

Tom travelled from John O’Groats to Lands End

(despite the entire film being shot in Scotland),

the racial clichés came thick and fast. He

defended a Muslim woman being racially

abused by locals on a Glasgow bus, before

being befriended by a threatening-looking, but

ultimately charming group of Ukrainians. At

less than half the duration of No Time To Die,

this was a short film that dragged. Not a great

commendation.

The New Carlton looks to be throwing all

available resources at the Bond film, with up to

six daily showings. As a result, there’s not

much else to get excited about during October. 

Between now and Christmas though, they’re

billing the likes of Dune (the screen adaptation

of Frank Herbert’s best-seller), Halloween Kills

(Jamie Lee Curtis but not for me, thanks), Dear

Evan Hansen (Ben Platt and Amy Adams, with

music by the team responsible for La La Land

and The Greatest Showman, if that’s a good

thing), Belfast (directed by Kenneth Branagh

and starring Judi Dench, so you’d be hopeful)

and West Side Story (Spielberg’s remake of

the classic 1957 Broadway show). Mrs H will

almost certainly be singing along, so I’d give us

a wide berth.

The small screen again delivered strongly

during September. The biggest, and certainly

most startling, event was the final of the WTA

US Open Tennis tournament in which Emma

Raducanu hopefully inspired a generation of

children to take up tennis. Hats off to Emma

but also to Channel 4 for negotiating a last-

minute deal that allowed an extraordinary 6

million viewers to devote their Saturday

evening to watching four hours of live tennis.

The audience peaked in excess of 9 million,

while the next largest C4 audience of the week

was attracted by Celebrity
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Gogglebox, with a modest 3.5m. Winners all

round then, although I doubt the Sports

Personality of the Year Award will be a cliff-

hanger.

A couple of shows took our attention. The

nuclear submarine drama Vigil, shown on

BBC1 in the prime 9pm Sunday slot, was

enjoyable nonsense. ‘The deeper you go, the

darker it gets’ shrieked the trailer. A trawler is

sunk, a sailor dies in suspicious

circumstances, the Police fall out with the

Navy and Security Services, Suranne Jones

demonstrates her extraordinary

eyebrows……it’s all there and worth tracking

down on the iPlayer if you missed it. Six one-

hour episodes.

Even better and a fine, much appreciated

recommendation from a BaSE devotee, was

Nine Perfect Strangers. A fantastic cast and

ludicrous storyline make for absolutely top

telly. Nicole Kidman is compellingly weird,

Melissa McCarthy outstandingly good and we

couldn’t wait for the next episode. Currently

just on Amazon Prime but I suspect it will be

shown elsewhere before long.

One final recommendation before the editor

cuts me off in my prime is yet another

excellent Channel 5 travel series, Coastal

Devon and Cornwall with Michael Portillo.

Six one-hour episodes showcasing some

predictably stunning locations, familiar to

most of us. The surprise is the demeanour of

the presenter. No more of the stilted, rather

wooden train traveller, clutching his

Bradshaw’s Guide, this is an altogether more

relaxed Portillo, given free rein by the

programme makers to chat about pretty

much anything as he clambers around the

Coast Path. Well worth tracking down on the

My5 catch-up service.

But that’s it. My work here is done. Do please

get to the cinema for some 007!

David Harrison 

September 2021

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.   £5
per hour.  Please call Tiggs on
01837 861 144. References
available on request

Your Mobile Library visits

Bridestowe - White Hart

every 4 weeks.

 It will be in Bridestowe on Wednesday 6th

October 14:30 -15:15

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books  so why not make use of

this very convenient supply

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001

devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries
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Bridestowe’s  Queen Bees  

 Solitary bees which emerge in the spring,

such as Tawny mining bees, Ashy mining

bees and Red mason bees will grow from

egg to adult over the summer. During the

winter, the new adults sit tight in their

cocoons in a sleepy state of torpor. In this

way, they are primed and ready to break

out when the temperature rises, so they can

take advantage of spring blossoms. Well...

that’s the plan for Bridestowe’s Queen Bees

- in a sleepy torpor until we resume

meetings from January!



Notice of

Annual General Meeting

Monday 18th October at 7:30pm

The White Hart
Bridestowe Cricket Club will be holding its Annual General Meeting

to which all 

current and  new members are invited.

As a small village cricket club we warmly invite any local residents

who may be interested in supporting the club to come along.  There will be a round-up of this

season, the election of officers and discussions regarding plans for next season. 

You don’t have to play, maybe you have a skill or simply some time to give to help the club with

maintenance, fundraising, scoring or umpiring…..we’d love to hear from you!

Contact: Jo Pritchard, Secretary, jcw_101@hotmail.com / 861114
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SOURTON ROUNDUP October 2021

Cream Teas

We had two very successful cream teas on two

Sundays in August . Fortunately the weather

was sunny and we were able to serve the

many cyclists and walkers outside, so we could

keep the tables spread out in the Hall . We are

very grateful to all the kind people who gave

their time to help with serving and making the

delicious food. Thank you to everyone who

supported us.

Jack Jury

We are very sad to hear that Jack has passed

away and send our love and prayers to

Geraldine in her sad loss. Jack will be missed

by so many friends. We remember him with

affection, driving his tractor or digger, always

willing to do his work with great skill and

lifelong experience. Okehampton Show will

not be the same without him and Geraldine

driving his Field Marshall tractor, towing the

green live-in trailer.

He was laid to rest at Sourton on 24th

September.

Sourton lottery results 

September 

1st Geraldine jury

2nd Alan Jewell

3rd Brandon Horn

October 

1st Charlie Ewen

2nd Tracey Seymour

3rd Jenny Batten 

Harvest Festival Monday October 4th at

 6.30 p.m.Everyone is welcome to our Harvest

Thanksgiving service. We will be decorating

the church at 10 a.m. on Saturday.  Gifts of

produce or flowers are welcome. Light

refreshments will be served in the Hall after

the service and any produce will be auctioned. 

October Rota

October 3rd         9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

October 10th      9.30a.m Holy Communion 

               at Bridestowe

     4.30 p.m Taizé Service

October 17th        9.30 a.m. Morning Prayer at 

Bridestowe

October 24th   9.30 a.m.Morning Prayer

I am glad to report that Rose Dashper is on

the mend , but she has asked me to report

this month while she is gradually recovering.

Jenny Batten

Would you like to book

 Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and

would be suitable for a variety of functions

and meetings.  It offers a large hall, kitchen,

disabled toilet, committee room and large

stage.  It has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. 

To book or for more information contact

Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or

email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  

Bridestowe’s website

 Coming soon .... a new village website that

will promote the village hall and the

community as a whole, local businesses,

events and parish council news.

The current  website has been desperately

in need of a revamp. It’s rather uninspiring,

with limited access and has proved very

difficult to keep up to date.

All that’s going to change in the coming

month so that we have an accessible and

current platform for all parish activities and

life and this should strengthen

communication across the whole

community.
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NEWS FROM SOURTON PARISH

COUNCIL 

Update

We held a successful litter pick around Sourton

village; and 3 more Speedwatch sessions.

So thank you to everyone involved.   We would

welcome some more volunteers to help with

the Speedwatch so we could some more

frequent sessions.  If you are interested please

contact 

tsou123@gmail.com (Terry Southcott)

Rights of Way

We have agreed to take on the task of walking

the rights of way at least once a year on behalf

of DCC as they do not have the time anymore

to regularly check paths.  Are there any

volunteers to ‘adopt’ a path?  Your input would

be to walk any right of way, within the parish

of your choosing at least once a year and

report back to the PC if there are any problems

encountered.  If you are interested please

contact the PC clerk - details below.

Enforcement and Planning

The PC has been frustrated by the apparent

inconsistencies of WDBC planners and

enforcement.

Now that we have a Neighbourhood Plan we

have localised policies.  We can now press our

case with the expectation that WDBC should

work with us to deliver good planning

decisions.  (Can but hope!).

Pathway in Sourton

Following a complaint about the overhanging

vegetation on the path alongside the road in

Sourton, Devon Highways have said that they

will cut the vegetation back  this month and

also widen the path itself by taking off some of

the encroaching turf.

 Trescote Way Noticeboard

Residents at Trescote Way have said that they

like to read the minutes on the stand alone

noticeboard, so we have decided to  keep the

noticeboard and we will repair it as it was

beginning to fall apart.

Andrew Wyer, Clerk to the Council

Glencreedy House Mill Street

Crediton EX17 1EZ

Tel: 01837 608412

Email: parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk 

 BRIDESTOWE READING

GROUP

We have restarted our

regular ‘in person’

meetings on the first

Thursday of the month.

October the 7th is the next get together. We

will convene at The Sanctuary, by kind

invitation of Esther and Patrick. We will be

discussing, amongst other books and topics,

Lamentation by C. J. Sansom. Start time is

19:30 and, as always, new members are

always welcome, whether you have read this

book or not; or you would just like to pop

along and see what happens, contact Neil on

neil@neiledgson.com or 01566 783529.

Buy sacks of potatoes -

marfona - £10 a bag.

Ring Graeme Horn

01837 861223 or

07703 729 306.  

Free delivery 

The 59 Lottery Club 
The  August rollover prize of £200 went to

the holder of the first bonus number that

came up in the following  weeks. The lucky

winner was delighted with their prize.  The

September winner on Saturday was a local

resident dear to our hearts.

Alison Young    01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet.com

Lunar cycle for

October
  New moon     6th

  First quarter   13th

  Full moon       20th

  Last quarter    28th 

BaSE  Page  14



Harvest traditions in England
www.cpre.org.uk/discover/harvest-traditio

ns-in-england/

As summer draws to a close and the fields are

cleared of crops, we turn our thoughts to the

many ways that harvest season is marked

across the country.

We take a look at some of the unusual

ways that the change in seasons and the

bringing in of the harvest (from the Anglo-

Saxon word for autumn, ‘haerfest’) are

celebrated in England.

Customs of the cornfield

Many harvest customs are connected with

bringing in corn or other cereal crops. For

example, ‘Hollaing Largesse’ is one of the

traditions of the field. If a stranger passed a

field in East Anglia where people were

harvesting, the reapers would form a circle

and shout ‘Holla Lar! Holla Lar! Holla Lar-Jess!’

The stranger would then be expected to make

a donation to them to help pay for their

harvest supper!

‘In Cornwall, one of the reapers cuts the

last sheaf of corn with a scythe and holds it

aloft, shouting ‘I have ‘un! I have ‘un! I have

‘un!’’

The last sheaf of corn had a particular

significance in the field. In Cornwall, one of the

reapers cuts this with a scythe and holds it

aloft, shouting ‘I have ‘un! I have ‘un! I have

‘un!’ The other farmworkers reply ‘what ‘ave

‘ee? What ‘ave ‘ee? What ‘ave ‘ee?’

The reply is ‘A neck! A neck! A neck!’ Then

everyone joins in shouting ‘Hurrah! Hurrah for

the neck!’ In some other parts of the country,

this differs slightly with the ceremony being

called ‘Crying the Mare’.

That final handful of corn stalks might then

have been woven into a ‘corn dolly’. This

represented the spirit of the corn and was

kept until the following spring to ensure a

good harvest next year. In Hampshire, this is a

Kern Baby and in Devon a Kirn Babby.

But the corn dolly isn’t always in the shape of

a figure. A variety of regional dollies include

the Cambridgeshire Handbell, Durham

Chandelier and Worcester Crown.

‘The corn dolly represented the spirit of

the corn and was kept until the following

spring to ensure a good harvest next year.’

In Carshalton, Surrey, there’s a ‘Straw Jack’.

This is a large figure made from the last straw

harvested from the fields, paraded through

the streets and ceremoniously burned among

music and general revelry.

Orchards and vines

Harvest time involves a whole array of other

crops too, including apples, cherries, hops and

potatoes. For families living in polluted parts

of London in the early half of the 20th century,

an annual September trip to the hop fields of

Kent provided a breath of fresh air.

This was hardly Butlins; these were

working holidays, and accommodation was

cramped and unhygienic. But for many

children, it was a rare chance to see the

countryside, encountering their first cows and

running free around the woods and fields.

Apples are picked a little later in the year,

usually October. Over 2,500 varieties of these

popular fruits were developed in the UK but

nowadays it’s hard to find more than a couple

of types in supermarkets that have been

grown here. That’s why it’s always a treat to go

to an apple day or festival in the countryside

where you can try a whole array of appetising

apples!

Suppers and services

Naturally, a celebration of the harvesting of

food often involves special feasts or dishes.

Bread often featured. 

A loaf might be baked into the shape of a

wheatsheaf, and on Lammas Day, the first of

August, bread baked with freshly picked corn

was taken into the local church to be blessed.

Harvest suppers, or sometimes churn

suppers, named after the big jug of cream

that might be offered, were traditionally

hosted by the farmer.
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They brought together the community of

people who’d helped bring in the crops as a

way of saying thank you and celebrating a

successful growing year.

It’s said that Reverend Robert Hawker, a

vicar in Cornwall, introduced the idea of having

a harvest festival in church in the 1800s, with

hymns giving thanks for the bounty of the

fields and orchards.

St Michael’s Mass, or Michaelmas,

commemorates Archangel Michael who

defeated Satan in the war of Heaven in the

Bible. It’s celebrated on 29 September each

year, and it was customary to eat a roast

goose, fattened on the stubble of the harvest

field, to mark the occasion.

Goose Fairs were held across the country,

including a famous one in Nottingham.

Thousands of geese were walked to the city

from Lincoln, Cambridge and Norfolk, to be

sold.

Today Nottingham’s Goose Fair is over

700 years old, and times have changed. There

are rollercoasters, big wheels, waltzers and

dodgems – but you’re unlikely to see a goose!

A date for your diary...

Dartmoor Peat - A source of fire and water for

our ancestors and a subject much discussed

today.

Hallowed Turf: Perspectives on the

Conservation of Dartmoor Blanket Peat

Friday 12 November Charter Hall

Okehampton

 Increasing awareness of climate change has

turned the international spotlight on peat

uplands. Peat is valued for its ability to store

carbon, and also because water that is

contained within peat is ultimately our drinking

water.

In the past, peat was cut and dried for fuel and

was even made into charcoal for use in the

Dartmoor tin industry. Now many people feel

that, as a result of former peat cutting and also

from climate change, Dartmoor peat is

degrading and its ability to contain water and

store carbon is reducing. Since 2015 the South

West Peatland Partnership has carried out

work on the high moor to ‘restore’ the peat.

 How do you restore peat? Does it need

restoring? Farmers, archaeologists, nature

conservationists and water companies have

different priorities and they don’t always agree

on what should be done. This conference

brings together many of those directly

involved, speakers who can contribute to our

understanding of an undertaking on this scale.

 The Dartmoor Society is a charity that is

interested in discussing subjects that are

central to Dartmoor. We organise events for

our members and we also hold public

gatherings such as this conference.  For further

information and to book, please see our

website

https://www.dartmoorsociety.com/events

Caya Edwards   07971 916662

caya@julianandcaya.co.uk

c/o Penvores Farm, Nantithet, Nr Helston.

 TR12 7RB
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Can you help John?...
I am writing a little book about some of the

last steam locomotives that operated the

snowploughs over the Okehampton line

during the Big Freeze of 1962-3. What an

incredible time! My Googling brought me to

the very interesting articles by Howard

Barkell in your magazine which refer to the

battles fought with the elements in Jan/Feb

1963.

My quest is to try and track down some

photos of the trains stuck in the snow drifts

or being rescued. I wonder if Howard, or

indeed any other local residents, would have

any such that I could borrow. I have seen

some published in a book called ‘The

Okehampton Line’ but I am keen to see if any

others exist, or for that matter anyone who

has memories of the heroic efforts made to

clear the tracks.

Any help you could give would be much

appreciated and suitably acknowledged.

John Bird

07739506726

johnbird30120@gmail.com



Do you need help with your

computer, laptop or tablet?

Call Gary on 07388 774 512

I’m Gary, a computer engineer and have

recently moved from Dorset to Thorndon

Cross. I am enjoying the great scenery, calmer

pace of life and welcoming local people.

I bring with me over 25 years of experience

and skills from working in the computer

industry where I worked as a support

technician, installer and trainer, teaching

people to use computers; from complete

beginners to small business users and am now

offering my skills to my new local community.

I pride myself on providing a prompt, friendly

and helpful local service at competitive rates to

the following customers...

Householders

Do you rely on your son or daughter to be free

to help you when you get stuck?

Do you feel you lack the know-how or

confidence to use your device in case

something goes wrong?

Are you being asked to provide an email

address or submit a meter reading on-line but

don’t know where to start?

Do you simply wish you knew more about

computing and the Internet?

 I can help with

• Teaching you to use your computer, 

    tablet or laptop.

 • Setting up email, showing you how to 

    shop and/or pay bills online.

  • Advising on the most suitable 

     equipment and Internet providers for  

     your needs, budget and location 

     including rural locations.

More experienced computer users

I can help with

• Improving the performance of your 

  computer or laptop.

• Problem solving, repairs and upgrades.

 • Upgrades, backups and virus removal / 

   protection.

 • Data recovery.

PC gamers

I can help with

• Optimising your current setup.

 • Problem solving and repairs.

• Upgrades. e.g. graphics cards, RAM, 

power supply and processors.

 • Building your new PC to your dream 

specification.

 Small business users

I can help with

   • Networks. Local area network, Wifi and 

   Internet.

 • Repairs and upgrades.

  • Data and Internet connection backups, 

   security and virus removal / protection.

 • Data recovery.

 Not sure what you need?   Give me a call and

we’ll discuss how I can help.

Call Gary Packwood on 07388 774 512
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New advertiser

The Moor Hair Co 
at 3 St James Street,

Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our

experienced team of stylists is always

pleased to see you. We pride

ourselves on offering a high standard

of hairdressing in a friendly, relaxed

atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an

appointment,

 call 01837 658696

Vacancy

Stylist/helper required. Hours to

suit. Please ring Paula for further

details.



Okehampton Library

Saturday 2nd October ~

Okehampton Fun Palace

09:30-12:00

Fun Palaces is a national campaign to put

culture in the heart of local communities. It is

an annual weekend of action - arts, science,

craft, tech, digital, heritage and sports. We are

offering a creative community morning of free

taster activities. If you would like to take part,

sharing a skill or learning a new one, please

contact Okehampton Library. 

Current activities include ukulele and

patchwork.

For more info about Fun Palaces visit their

website. funpalaces.co.uk

Tuesday 5th October ~ Celebrating

‘Libraries Week’ 08:00-20:00

We’ll be extending our opening hours on this

day. Come and learn more about what your

local library can offer you.      

    • All our usual library services will be

available.

    • A member of staff will be on hand to help

with basic computer skills and digital library

services. Digital - eBooks, eAudio, eMagazine,

eNewspapers, and Online Reference. 

Feel free to bring along your own device.

    • Business & IP Centre - learn more about

assistance available to help you develop or

grow a new or existing business.

    • Ask about our other services:

         Home Library Service or Good Neighbour 

library cards

        Reading Groups

        Regular events 

        Special Reading Well collections 

         DVDs and audiobooks

          plus more..........

08:00-10:00 ~ Join us for a cuppa and a

croissant 

18:00-20:00 ~ Late Night Library

Opening, with light refreshments.

View our local history collections, including

the Wardhayes picture collection, which is

located throughout the library building.

Half Term Event, 25th - 30th October - TBC,

please check our Facebook page or website for

details.

Regular events

Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable project, for a chat with

like-minded crafters.  Tea and coffee available

at 60p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5’s.  Free.  Booking Essential

Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years.  Free.  No booking

necessary

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+.  Free.  No booking

necessary

 Children under 8 must be accompanied to all

events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Devon Libraries is part of Libraries Unlimited

Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity.

Every penny raised goes directly towards

library services that help make a difference to

people’s lives and communities.  To donate,

please visit librariesunlimited.org.uk 

Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00

Tuesday 09:00-18:00

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday 09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00

Don’t forget In the

UK, the clocks always

go back one hour at

2am on the last

Sunday in October, so

that’s on Halloween,

Sunday, October 31 .
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National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 September brought some lovely weather, and

although it was interspersed with some

showers and duller days, that just made the

sunshine all the more welcome. Autumn

started early this year, apparently due to the
soggy but sunny summer, and is quickly

changing the gorge from its deep summer
green to bright golds and oranges.

At the end of October the river trail will be shut,

and just the Waterfall trails will remain open, as

usual, until late March. Although, we may have

to shut sections of these paths for safety and

maintenance work over winter so please check

the website for updates. The rangers are

already gearing up for their heavy load of

winter work, which will include the usual
maintenance of steps, paths and handrails. In

addition, there will be rock face surveys,
structural surveys of all the bridges and

platforms, and work on the trees to keep the
paths safe into the future.

If you saw a decent amount of smoke coming

from the ranger yard back in September, you

may have wondered where it was coming from.

The area ranger for West Dartmoor brought

over a charcoal kiln, and did a couple of test

burns of some of the wood taken out of the

gorge. So far, it’s been a success, and it should

mean that going forward we can help supply
Finch Foundry with charcoal to burn in their

forges. If you haven’t visited Finch in a while, I’d
highly recommend booking onto a tour. It’s a

great way to get to know the foundry, numbers

on the tours are kept small and the tour guides

are all very passionate about local history and

how Finch Foundry fits into that.

The second-hand bookshop has surpassed all

our hopes and gone down very well with

visitors over the summer. We’ve now made

over £8000 to help maintain the gorge for

everyone, for ever. From Monday 1 November
the second-hand bookshop will be closed.

However, if you want to make a donation,

please give us a ring on 01822 820320 and

leave a message so we can get back to you.

Thank you.

Opening Times 2021

Waterfall and River trails open 10am-3.30pm.
Tea-room open 10.30am-3.30pm.    Second-

hand bookshop open 10am-3.30pm.

The Devil’s Cauldron trail and platform are

closed while we repair the damage.

From Monday 1 November just the Waterfall

trail will be open for walks and the Waterfall

tea-room will be open Friday to Sunday,

11am-3.30pm, until Sunday 19 December.
Please check our website for up to date

information on opening times.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge
Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt
Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    Registered Charity Number

205846

Bridestowe Volunteer Group 

Volunteers were a bit thin on the ground on

Saturday 25th September, nonetheless

further work was done clearing the footpath

running parallel to the village hall. The weedy

footpath behind the Methodist Church will

be tackled on Saturday 30th October when

more volunteers will be available.  Anyone

wishing to join us will be made very

welcome. We meet at the cemetery gates at

9.30am. 

National Garden Scheme -

Open garden

Trebartha Estate Garden

and Country Garden 

at Lemarne, nr Launceston,

PL15 7PD 

Sunday 10th October, 2pm - 5pm

Historic landscape gardens featuring

streams, cascades, rocks and woodlands, incl

fine trees, ornamental walled garden and

private modern country garden at Lemarne.

Ongoing development of C19 American

garden and C18 fish ponds. Allow at least 1

hour for a circular walk. Some steep and

rough paths, which can be slippery when

wet. Stout footwear advised. 

October opening for autumn colour.
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Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 

Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT

Tel: 01837 861212

Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk
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Lois Samuel, your Devon County Councillor

Contact details: Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton EX20 3AJ

Tel: 01837 851240

Email: Lois.Samuel@devon.gov.uk

Nr Okehampton, Devon                   Tel: 01837 861318

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm       

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open all day
from 12 midday

Home-cooked food served 
between 12 - 2pm and

 6pm - 9pm

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

£5.95

Families and dogs welcome

Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. Booking is advisable
to avoid disappointment. We are part of the Moors Otter Arts Trail 2021.  Please come and
meet our otter, Moortosea. 

Mike, Sarah and the team

Okehampton Recycling Centre

Exeter Road 

Industrial Estate

Okehampton

EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  (Oct to March)

Monday - Friday  9am - 4.30pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 4.30pm     

 

White LPG oven

for sale. In good

condition.  £20

o.n.o

Tel:  01837 861157

Quiz Night
Wednesday 13th
October at 8pm 



QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please contact:Jackie Butler

Independent Usborne Organiser   Elsie’s Book Corner        07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com     Find me on Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

AMAZING NEW SPECIAL OFFER !!!!! 

Recommended age 6 years+

(RRP £5.99 each!) 

Bundle price should be £35.94 - it’s now on SPECIAL OFFER for just £14.94!

The perfect Christmas present! 

Let’s go on a series of rollicking adventures with Billy and the Mini Monsters in this brand-new

sparkling special offer! Wherever the mini monsters go, chaos follows - which means we get to

dive in to adventure after brilliant adventure with them in each story! This vibrant collection of

chapter books feature comic strips, full colour artwork, easy reading text and totally engaging

characters, and are ideal for even the most reluctant of readers. They are also perfect for

helping children overcome their fears - just like Billy in each adventure! 

Included are:

• Billy and the Mini Monsters: 

Monsters go Swimming

• Billy and the Mini Monsters: 

Monsters Move House

• Billy and the Mini Monsters: 

Monsters go to a Party

• Billy and the Mini Monsters:

Monsters on a Plane

• Billy and the Mini Monsters:

Monsters in the Dark

• Billy and the Mini Monsters:

Monsters go to School

Please note that while the books are not

enclosed in a slipcase, they are instead

supplied shrink-wrapped with a wrap-

around sleeve, as shown in the

promotional images. 

(Each book included in this offer is also available individually at RRP.)

Paul Sprake
Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages
• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 
PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates
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TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open space

for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West Devon

Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet whilst in our

care. 

We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are from £10 - £14 per day between 7am to 7pm. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email info@muttleymanorkennels.co.uk

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Maintenance 

  Emergency repairs 

Complete property service 

Tel: 07540 956 379           

info@magnamaintenance.com

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

Magna Carpentry

Malcolm Head

Tel: 07540 956 379           

www.magnacarpentry.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs & parts

Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges

Tel: 07591 655072                      Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park is taking bookings  for 2022 for the touring side and holiday vans.

Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated, double glazed, static caravans are available for

hire, either for the week or for short breaks.  Details on request  01837 861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 8pm. Hand washing facilities

have been installed and hard surfaces can be

wiped down between customers. Tokens

available from Reception.
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Robert & Nicholas McNamara

01566 783471
Specialists in round the clock

care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services

Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial

Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 

Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!

07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton
Very Competitive Rates
Telephone: 01837 861 509
Mobile: 07748344978
Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent

references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 

Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and

Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@Nailzbylottie

@Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

A new section is opening this month giving us more room
for more plants. Plenty of perennials on offer. Why not drop
in and see what we’ve got. John and Angie
01837 861866

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping service at

sensible prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have for valeting -

collection and delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604      Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian

Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery)
Birthday Cakes 
Afternoon Tea Cakes

 Treat Boxes and much more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.
Special offer for October: 10% discount off your purchase if you quote ‘BaSE’ when

ordering
 Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Our Brownies are also on sale in Riverside Stores 
 Fully Qualified and Insured 

Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon

BaSE  Page  31



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)

BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
BaSE  Page  32

Friendly, family run company aiming to

provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood removal, hedge trimming,
stump grinding and tree planting. Call now for advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny McInnes

Commissions accepted

Do you have an interesting

home/garden/business premises which would

look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a

possible commission, or details of the full range

and prices of products, ring me, Penny McInnes,

on 01837 861364 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478                            Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.


