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 Village Fun Day
Here’s an opportunity to come
together, meeting up outside
with friends and neighbours and

those from further afield to enjoy
the following  : refreshments  -

barbeque and tea and cake and

ice creams, entertainment,

games including bowling and
children’s races, face painting, a

bar provided by the White Hart,

live music (and background
music with DJ), a local police

officer with car and a trainee

police dog if we’re lucky and a
special pirate visitor from the

Caribbean who has become

shipwrecked in Bridestowe after

the Black Pearl was lost at sea!
 As this is a mainly grant funded

event, there will be no cost for

those attending - even the raffle
is free! No such luck at the bar

though.

Fingers crossed for good
weather which will be the icing

on the cake.

The Book Swap table at the Fun Day

There will be a table at the event where you can swap

books. Please bring along a couple on the day and

see if anything takes your fancy and take it away. This

would be a very good opportunity to swap children’s

books.

Any books remaining at the end of the day will go to a

charity. 



ACE Archaeology Club

We are still cataloguing all our finds; loads of

pottery and metal, or as I prefer to call it, rust.

However, we now have a dig to look forward

to. Although by the time you read this we will

probably have finished! 

We couldn’t get back to our excavating last

year because of Covid but we are going to

have a go this year.  We will be digging for a

shorter time and with fewer people as we feel

that we still want to abide by social distancing

and need to keep tools etc sanitised which is

going to be difficult.  The diggers will also have

to provide their own biscuits as we are not

having the communal biscuit tin.  The

sacrifices we make!  The Health and Safety

Risk Assessment will have a few more

paragraphs this year!  Unfortunately, we are

not having an Open Day this year, but we look

forward to things being better next summer.

You will be able to watch our progress on our

website or Facebook page.

Meanwhile we are still finding more little

sherds of children’s mugs with improving

mottos on that I have mentioned before in

these articles.  We hope that once we can sort

the pottery into types we will identify more

and may even be able to construct a complete

one. We can dream.  The two pieces in the

picture below may come from the same pot as

the design colour is very similar but the piece

with “pra” on it is part of a very small base,

about 4cm diameter, so not sure that the

other piece would fit.   These pieces are

roughly Victorian in date.

The second photo shows a sherd we

catalogued this week and that intrigued us.

First tentative identification is that it is fairly

local and possibly medieval in date, 13th –

14th century.  So, we are rather pleased with

that.

Do have a look on our Facebook page,

whenever you get to read this, as we would

love to see you.

Thumbs up for the the Neighbourhood Plan

Smiles all round after the referendum count

on 12th August. Working group members Ray

Rattenbury, Peter Fleming, Sue Eberle, Alison

Young and John Westlake were all present

when the count took place. A 24% turnout is

very respectable commented the Electoral

Officer, Clare Chapman. Turnouts are higher

when a referendum is combined with general

elections or by elections so a big thank you to

all who voted. More details of the result on

page 13.
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How long will it take me to find it?
Howard Barkell

Are you the type of walker who just loves to

walk so much that you get up and go, or do

you prefer a bit more structure with a

planned route perhaps, or a purpose for

going to a particular place? For several years I
was a keen letterboxer which took me to

dozens of places on the moor that I would

never have otherwise visited. It was addictive

to some, can I be the first one to find a new

box, can I be the first to collect 100, 1000,

10000 stamps.  I daresay that geocaching has

now got the same appeal. You might be

surprised at how long ‘cachers spend in

Lydford churchyard looking for particular

gravestones which only seems to lead them

to another one. When they get frustrated and

ask you where such and such a gravestone is

the whole problem can be solved in minutes!

A comparatively easy walk, with a harder bit

tagged on the end if you need it, might

appeal to some. Animals have been grazed

on the moor at least since the Bronze Age,

certainly during the summer. The moorland

pastures were once essential to most local

farmers who had no spare land so that they

could lay up fields to cut for hay. No hay

meant no winter feed, which meant few

animals could be kept until the following

spring. The parish common rights of pasture

were jealously guarded from other parishes,

hence the ritual of Beating the Bounds. It is

fortunate that farm animals are used to living

in groups and that given the wide open

spaces of Dartmoor tend to graze the same

area every year, known by the dialect word as

a leer (lair?), so stock owners know roughly

where their animals are to be found.

Although quad bikes are now the preferred

means of transport for most, visits to stock

grazing on the moor would once have been

made on horseback. For the times when they

needed to be dismounted among their

animals their horse was sometimes tethered

to a ring, so this walk is a challenge to find at

least one of those tethering rings or ring

rocks as they are sometimes known. The

fixing of these rings must have been a

laborious business. Once the large,

prominent boulder had been selected it had

to be drilled before the eye bolt could be

inserted. Usually iron gate hangings, etc.

were firmly kept in place by being bedded in

lead, sometimes tethering posts just had

other nails hammered in around the bolt as

well. Usually, an iron ring big enough to

tether a horse to was fixed to the bolt.

If you are starting locally the first aim is to

cross the Lyd at Nodden or High Down. The

second is to follow the Lydford peat track

between Arms Tor and Jubilee Cross out past

the comparatively recent large cairn to Dick’s

Well bond stone. Continue along the now wet

track keeping Lower Dunnagoat to the left. As

you crest the ridge the Dunnagoats are close

left. Chat Tor is away to the right and Green

Tor is across the Rattlebrook beyond Bleak

House. Fur Tor is away in the distance in

front of Cut Hill. When the track passes

through the deep opencast gullies just below

the summit leave it and head straight

downhill towards the Rattlebrook. The rock

you are looking for is on the left hand side of

the old tin workings some distance before

the river. The rock is certainIy too large for a

horse to pull it away. It is just outside the

range. The tip of the range pole nearest the

river can be seen about 150 paces straight

ahead. The bolt is still fixed firmly, but the

ring is showing signs of weathering. On a

recent visit there were signs of cattle lying

there, but the only inhabitants at the time

were Scottish sheep with distinctive purple

markings, which I believe belong to Thomas
Friend. I am sure there used to be a ring

rocks on either side of this area, but have not

found the second one in years, so am

probably mistaken. 

If you want to continue the exploration make

your way to the clapper over the Rattlebrook

below Bleak House. Then head out below

Green Tor, over the headmire of Green Tor

Water onto Amicombe. Follow any track

available roughly towards the summit of

Great Kneeset in the distance. This first part

will be over rough, usually wet ground, but

will lead to the firm pastures where the next

ring rock is to be found. 
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There are few big granite boulders in the

area, so it is a case of searching for the right

one. It is easily recognisable because there

are two rings here and the remains of a third.

A very rough help might be the six figure

reference 573859. It has been suggested that

Gilbert Huggins was the man responsible for

placing them there, which would suggest a

date towards the end of the nineteenth
century. At least three generations of the

Cole family kept both sheep and cattle in the

area. Roger tells me that the cattle wandered

as far as the waste of Cut Hill where horses

couldn’t travel. I believe Thomas has recently

acquired a flock of sheep which lie in that

area, so historically although it is outside the

commons, the Rattlebrook being the

boundary, it has been used by Lydford

farmers probably for centuries. I leave the

return route to your discretion. The

Amicombe ring rock is on the Okehampton

Firing Range, so best choose a day when

there is no firing on that range.

For the enthusiastic there are several more

ring rocks on the north moor to search for!

P.S. Following last month’s article Christine

has contacted me to say that her mother,

Dorothy Pengelly, played for the Lydford

Hockey team and has got a photo to prove it.

The team are all dressed in black gymslips

covering a white blouse. The goalkeeper also

appears to be wearing a large pair of white

cricket pads. Another photo shows them, still

dressed in gymslips, forming an avenue of

hockey sticks at Joyce Radford’s wedding in

1928. Dorothy lived at Moorside and was
able to borrow her Dad’s open topped car to

help transport the team. A newspaper

cutting, dated 1927, tells how in a match

against the Columbines, Dorothy, the inside

right, was knocked out by a ball in the face,

but returned to play the second half!

Lydford’s goalscorer was Joyce Radford.

Another player was Eva (Evelyn) Phillips. She

was born in the United States, but spent

almost her entire life in Lydford after her

parents return home, a good deal of it at

Heatherlands.

Feline

O gracious creature is the cat,

Sleeping so peacefully on the mat,

Dexterity from tip to toe

How you manage it I don’t know.

As you complete each exercise

In washing, really does surprise.

Your earnest attention to furry preening

Leaves your coat so bright and gleaming.

You do not ask a lot from us

Some food, some milk, a bit of fuss

But so much love you do impart

From your furry, pussy heart.

Jeannette Sanders

HALLELUJAH!!!  OKEHAMPTON SINGS

AGAIN !

DON’T FORGET .. OPEN EVENING

OKEHAMPTON CHORAL SOCIETY 

Monday, September 13th 2021, 7.15pm.,

Fairplace United Church, Okehampton

[Pandemic regulations permitting]

Do come and join us and celebrate the new

freedom to sing!   This taster session is open

to all at no charge and we will do some

popular pieces and extracts from Handel’s

‘Messiah’.   Just come and make some music

with us – it’s been a long year! – and if

possible please bring a copy of Messiah with

you. 

On the 20th September normal practice

sessions will resume so if you enjoy a good

sing and like making music with friendly

enthusiastic people, give us a try.   We sing

and rehearse on Monday evenings at

Fairplace Church Okehampton from 7:15 to

9pm.  

We perform a wide variety of choral works in

our local community and would welcome any

voice, young or old.  There are no auditions so

why not come along and decide if you would

like to join us.  

For more information please contact Jenny on

01837 840282 or

enquiries@okechoralsociety.org.uk

BaSE  Page  4



Bridestowe Parish Council News

A parish council planning meeting was held

on Wednesday 25th August. A number of

planning applications were considered at the

meeting. The following is an abridged version

of the minutes of the meeting. Further details

of the applications can be found by entering

the following application numbers in the

search box on the WDBC Planning website:

Planning Application: 3051/21/ARC. (24

dwellings for Town Meadow): Application for

approval of details reserved by conditions)

and 2957/21/ARM. Application for approval of

reserved matters following outline planning

grant of approval by WDBC. 

The meeting was paused for 30 minutes for

the public to comment/ask questions etc. to

be followed by councillor considerations of

their comments to WDBC.

Public comments: 

    • Access to the Town Meadow phase 2. The

roadway is narrow and unsuitable for large

vehicles such as fire appliances, refuse trucks

and the like, particularly when cars are parked

in the road.  

    • There could be 50 to 60 cars generated by

the new dwellings, many of which will pass

through the village. Could a new access be

provided that avoids Bridestowe village?

Could a temporary access be provided that

avoids the village and existing Town Meadow

dwellings during construction because of the

likely substantial disruption? There will be

heavy machines and vehicles coming through

the village. 

    • There are green areas where there could

be unplanned parking. There are no plans for

parking restrictions. Manoeuvring space is

poor. The roadway/parking proposals are

flawed.

    • The nine affordable housing dwellings all

have two bedrooms and are mostly lumped

together. This may have been based on a

2016 Housing Needs Survey. Some three-

bedroom dwellings should be included in the

mix. This would encourage young families to

remain in the village, rather than looking for a

larger dwelling, as their children become

older. The affordable housing should be

spread throughout the development.

    • The route of the main sewer is tortuous

and could be shortened. There are already

problems with the sewer backing up and

blockages. These will only increase.

    • The attenuation pond (a holding pond for

excess rainwater) is not sufficiently fenced (as

indicated in the plans) and could be a safety

hazard to children. There is no detail on the

plans for the attenuation pond. 

    • Two of the proposed dwellings are close

to an existing dwelling and this could result in

a loss of privacy for the latter.

    • Is the existing electrical sub-station going

to be used for the proposed 24 dwellings?

There appears to be no allowance provided

for additions.

    • Work on the development should not start

until a safe working management plan is in

place.

    • Is there sufficient charging points for

electric vehicles?

    • Heat pumps can be noisy with a constant

drone. Is this issue being addressed?

.

Councillor comments:

    • The affordable housing does not meet the

needs of the community.

    • Parking provision is poor.

    • The need for children’s safety, particularly

with regards to the attenuation pond,

requires further consideration.

    • The attenuation pond requires constant

checks to maintain its effectiveness. Who

meets the cost? If it is the residents, then who

manages this? How does the attenuation

pond work?

    • The drainage provision in the north east

corner of the site is not clear and it appears

the ground level will need to be raised to be

raised by 1 to 1.5 metres to allow water to

drain into the attenuation pond. Detail is

lacking regarding the extent of the area over

which the ground level will be raised. What

will be the impact on the appearance of the

site.

    • Access to the development through the

existing estate is not fit for purpose, but

alterations to the road layout/width and

pavement provision will require further

comments from parish councillors. (See

“working party” comment below) 

    • The whole plan for 24
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dwellings and associated infrastructure, as it

stands, is “tight” and inappropriate.

    • The proposed development plan is lacking

in detail. There is a strong feeling that things

that matter to people are being ignored.

    • Are some proposed properties impinging

on the privacy of existing residents? Fencing

for privacy to existing residents must do the

job effectively.

     

It was decided to set up a councillor working

party, to prepare the response to WDBC

based on the comments received form the

public and those of councillors.

Planning application: 3081/21/ARC.

(Dwellings in Rectory Road. Construction

Management Plan). This deals with restrictions

on times of working and the type of vehicles

being utilised in the development and was

approved by the parish council.

Planning application: 3086/21/PDM.

(Conversion of agric. building to dwelling.

Higher Ebsworthy Town. Application to

determine if prior approval required). The

council adopted a neutral view on this. (i .e no

comment).

Planning application: 2671//21/FUL

 ( Demolition of agric. building. Construction of

dwelling, garage, workshop. Standon Farm).

This was supported by the council.

Planning application: 2848//21/TPO

(Removal of 2 branches of sycamore tree

because of split in large limb. Raise crown to

5m from ground to prevent excess shading.

(Crandford Close). This was supported by the

council.

Next Parish Council Meeting to be arranged. 

Agendas and also minutes from previous

council meetings are displayed on the

noticeboards in the parish, or on the

Bridestowe web site at

www.bridestowe.org.uk  

 Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Devon Air Ambulance needs a community of volunteers to keep its

19 charity shops open and our helicopters flying. The great thing

about volunteering in our retail shops is that we have a role to suit

everyone, whether you are young or older, an outgoing type or

someone who likes to work behind the scenes.  As with all

volunteering roles, you can choose where, when and for how long

you volunteer. To find out more about your nearest shop and how

you can help, please contact our Volunteer Manager Cara Jones on

01392 304343 / c.jones@daat.org 

Shop Locations: Barnstaple, Bideford, Budleigh Salterton,

Dartmouth, Exeter (Cowick St,  Heavitree & Topsham), Exmouth, Honiton, Kingsbridge, Newton

Abbot, Okehampton, Plymouth, Sidmouth, South Molton, Tavistock, Totnes, and Torquay. 

Short Mat Bowls Club

The pandemic has claimed many victims and this

club, the Bridestowe and Short Mat Bowls Club, is

one of them. It is with sadness that we write to

inform you that the club is no longer able to

continue because of very many factors which

make it unviable. Thank you everyone for all your

support throughout its 25 years existence in the

villages, both Sourton and Bridestowe. 

Further information on this can be obtained by

ringing Tricia Alston 01837 861332 or from 

June Hewer         07508  644 845

The first meeting of the THURSDAY
MORNING GROUP will be a coffee

morning on Thursday, September 23rd at

10.30a.m. at 11 Crandford Close. Please

remember to bring a small raffle prize
Meanwhile, don’t forget to go along and

meet old friends at the Fun Day at the

Village Hall on September 4th.

Contact person : Ann Allan on 861551
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MOUNT KELLY CHORAL SOCIETY

We are delighted to announce that we will be

starting our Autumn programme on Thursday

9th September in the main hall of the school

at 7.30 pm.

New members are always welcome so, if you

are interested in joining the choir do come

along and try us out.   No auditions required -

just a love of singing in a friendly choir which is

quite serious about the music but never stuffy!

PLEASE LET US KNOW if you would like to

come or want to find out more by emailing

Chris Caple at quel1@aol.com

 

We are rehearsing for a Christmas Concert to

be held at St Eustachius on Saturday 18th

December.

The programme will include Vivaldi’s Gloria

and a selection of Christmas pieces.

Voices may be a bit rusty after all this time and

some of us may be worried that we won’t be

able to sing as

we used to.   To this end, our first sessions will

comprise warm-ups and gentle exercises with

which to bring our instruments (vocal chords)

back to fitness.This also makes now an ideal

opportunity for prospective new members to

come along and try us out. 

 

Sensible Covid precautions will be in place

including socially distanced seating.  Face

masks can be worn at your discretion, at least

until we start to sing.

Over 60’s Lunch Club will meet on

Tuesday 14th September. Meet at 12 noon

for lunch at 12.30pm.

If you came last month I

will have your name on my

list so no need to ring. If

you missed the August

meal please ring me to

book in. We meet in the

ARK.

Jennifer Thorne      01837 861592 

   Bacon Baps 
 will be served on

Saturday  25th

September 

from 10 -12 noon
at Bridestowe Village Hall. 
Takeaway service available too.

There will be outdoor seating if weather

permits plus tables in the main hall. 

No running out of supplies this time!

Extra pair of hands  always welcome.

01837 861157

 The Great Big Green Week

Okehampton will be taking part in this

national event. Eco stalls at the Red

Lion Yard Market on Saturday 18th

September and Eco Fair Saturday

25th September a.m. in the Charter

Hall. 

Come and add your voice on the

climate emergency.

Dartmoor 70th Anniversary Exhibition

Friday, 17 September from 10:00 - 16:00

 at Princetown Visitor Centre

From September 17 you can travel back in

time and enjoy the last 70 years of Dartmoor

as a National Park. Celebrate with us during

this interact commemorative exhibition as

we share the special qualities of Dartmoor

and the significant events of the last seven

decades.

No booking required and free admission

although donations welcomed

Exhibition continues until 15th December

2021
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The Vicar writes...

My faithful, comfortable old dealer boots

finally gave up last week, the soles wore right

through and I started getting wet feet. I would

liked to have had them resoled but no-one

seems to do that anymore. What’s happened

to all the old cobbler shops that used to do

shoe repairs? The key cutting type places that

claim to do shoe repairs just seem to send

them off somewhere else and they come back

with a flimsy bit of sole glued to the old one

which lasts about week before it falls off,

what’s more they charge nearly as much as a

new pair of shoes would cost.

Reluctantly I bought a new pair, nice leather

uppers and reasonably priced. They seemed to

fit OK in the shop, although no-one bothers to

measure your feet anymore even though you

can’t get half sizes and a size 10 seems to come

in small 10, OK 10 and too big 10. I didn’t

expect them to be as comfortable as my old

ones, which after all had had a few years of

moulding themselves to my feet, we had been

many miles together and were a perfect fit but

I wasn’t prepared for the pain that ensued

after the first short walk. They rubbed the skin

off of my toes and reduced me to a limping

wimp.

I checked the size in case I had picked up the

wrong ones and even considered taking them

back because they must be faulty. I was given

plenty of advice on how to break in new shoes

from standing in the bath, to stuffing them

with potato peel and even urinating in them.

Being not quite ready to walk around smelling

like an incontinent old man I took what I

thought was the best advice which was ‘the

best thing to put into new shoes is feet.’

Eventually the leather eased along with the

pain and I can walk again.

The whole experience reminded me of a saying

of Lao Tsu, ‘When the shoe fits, the foot is

forgotten.’ We all take things for granted at

times, even important things. So much of our

way of life that we take for granted is actually

rare. The relative peace, equality and tolerance

we enjoy, is not the natural order of things, if

you want to see the natural order of things,

look at most of the rest of the world and

consider most of human history.

Nowhere is perfect but here’s a few things in

Britain that we think of as normal have only

been here for a short time in the greater

scheme of things: hospitals, schools, equality

of women, right to own property, right to vote,

abundant food, freedom of religion, freedom

of movement, freedom of speech, rule of law,

state pension, access to clean water, holidays

etc. A lot of these things are the result of our

Christian heritage and the sacrifices made by

our forefathers, we need to learn to cherish

these things or we will not protect them. If we

lose what we have, the thing that replaces it

may not be as comfortable.

Devon Open Studios

11 - 26 September 2021

183 venues

323 artists
For over two weeks in September artists and

makers from across the county are opening

their doors to show their wonderful work.

This is your chance to visit them in their

studios, browse some beautiful art and craft,

and chat to the artists to find out about their

processes and ideas. Work will be for sale,

giving you the chance to support local artists

and makers with the purchase of a beautiful

and unique work, for yourself or for others. 

 Use the website to see which studios are

open on specific dates, or check out all the

different categories from leather to fabric,

glass to paint, wood to metal. There is bound

to be something that will delight you.  

 www.devonopenstudios.co.uk

One example..

John Christian who lives in South Zeal

specialises in pure watercolour landscapes of

Dartmoor, Scotland and beyond with a

vibrant, realistic, fast, traditional style.
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Movie Watch - August 2021

Every year, around this time, I suggest that the

impending end of the school summer holidays

should herald an improvement in quality of

films scheduled for general release. Sure

enough, the first green shoots are starting to

appear.

Mixing my metaphors horribly, it’s too early to

look for plumes of white smoke emanating

from the New Carlton chimney, but the signs

are more encouraging than has been the case

for the last 18 months.

In the meantime, we’re still existing on meagre

rations. We managed just one cinema visit

during August, although it wasn’t for the want

of trying. We set out hoping to catch 

The Courier (Benedict Cumberbatch as

Greville Wynne, the businessman recruited by

MI6, in a Cold War spy thriller) and The Last

Bus (Timothy Spall travelling the length of the

country, accompanied by his late wife’s ashes,

using his free bus pass to get around) but no

joy on either count. 

It’s a shame as both sound good. The Last Bus

still appears on the ‘Coming Soon’ page of the

New Carlton website, but The Courier looks to

have disappeared altogether. It’s currently

being shown in both Plymouth and Exeter, but

we didn’t feel that strongly. Hopefully it will

turn up in Okehampton before too long.

Having missed The Last Bus but still fancying

an evening at the cinema, we opted for what

appeared the least unattractive alternative

option, The Last Letter From Your Lover. And

guess what? It was pretty good.

It’s an unashamed tear-jerker (I’m in touch with

my feminine side but couldn’t help noticing

that amongst the 12 of us seated in the

intimate upstairs screen at the New Carlton,

ten were women) that after a slow start really

gains pace. There are any number of layers to

the film but the publicity blurb simply states,

‘After finding a trove of love letters from the

1960s, a journalist sets out to solve the mystery of

a secret affair’ and that’s a decent summary.

Felicity Jones plays a journalist on ‘The London

Chronicle’ who stumbles across a series of

intriguing letters, written during the mid-60’s,

in the newspaper’s archives. Shailene Woodley

plays Jennifer Stirling, an unhappily married

socialite and the recipient of the letters. Much

of the film is set on the French Riviera and

features contemporary fashions that I was

reliable informed were beautiful. I thought

Grace Kelly, she said Jackie Onassis, but either

way you get the picture.

Whatever, we both found this a surprisingly

enjoyable film and a perfectly acceptable way

to spend a couple of hours.

Current cinema listings are still dominated by

films targeting children, along with a few

distinctly moderate-sounding titles.

Reminiscence (‘Hugh Jackman can’t save the

world – or this disastrous movie’) sounds

dismal, People Just Do Nothing: Big in Japan

no better and Censor (‘a half-baked horror’)

possibly the worst of the three. However The

Last Bus went on general release at the end of

August while the long-awaited James Bond

film, No Time To Die, has finally been granted

a firm launch date of 30th September. 

We understand that car manufacturers, who

no doubt pay handsomely to place their

vehicles in 007 films, are less than happy with

the protracted delay. The film has been ready

to air for over 18 months now, meaning that

the cars featured have now been superseded

by newer, upgraded models. Their demands

for a revised financial agreement to reflect this

state of affairs must have been an interesting

negotiation.

But until we get properly into the Autumn, we’ll

continue to be presented with thin pickings at

the cinema.

On the small screen, my favourite TV critic, the

acerbic Camilla Long, promised Sunday Times

readers ‘the show of 2021’ in the form of The

White Lotus, which launched on Sky Atlantic

and NOW TV at the end of August (Mondays at

9pm). I duly pressed ‘Record Series’ on the

planner and proposed we meet that evening to

enjoy what promises to be a terrific watch.

However my viewing partner looked ever-so-

slightly sheepish at this
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suggestion and admitted she’d

erm….....already watched it. All six episodes

actually.

To be fair, it sounds as if Ms Long (‘The writing

is knife-sharp. Every guest is cast with needle-like

precision’) had binged the series in similar

fashion. ‘What a blissfully poisonous helicopter

crash of a show. I didn’t watch it. I gulped it.’ 

I shall be watching this evening, although

whether that will be just the first episode or all

six remains to be seen. The pre-launch

publicity promises ‘A sharp social satire

following the exploits of various employees

and guests at an exclusive Hawaiian resort

over the course of one highly transformative

week.

I should try it for yourselves but rest assured, I

shall report back.

David Harrison

August 2021  

Bridestowe’s Queen Bees  will be

meeting at the Village Hall, in the

Margaret Moore suite on Thursday 16th

September at 7.30 pm.

Please bring face masks and hand gel.

Our talk, on a highly appropriate subject,

will be given by Sue Baxter ‘The Wonder of

Bees!’

Most people don’t know that the buzzing

they hear is actually produced by bees’

wings beating as they fly through the air.

This creates vibrations that the human ear

detects as buzzing. The reason bees are

so noisy is because they beat their wings

11,400 times in one minute.

Come along and learn more about these

fascinating insects

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.   £5
per hour.  Please call Tiggs on
01837 861 144. References
available on request

Your Mobile Library visits

Bridestowe - White Hart

every 4 weeks.

 It will be in Bridestowe on Wednesday 8th

September 14:30 -15:15

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books  so why not make use of

this very convenient supply

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001

devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries
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Unusual words..

Pandiculation. This is what happens when

you wake up in the morning and stretch. As

you stretch, your muscles might go rigid for

a short time, which can sometimes be

uncomfortable. It also describes that

wonderful, or terrible, combination of being

extremely sleepy, stretching and yawning at

the same time. 

 Bloviate. This refers to people who talk for

a long period of time or who inflate their

story to make themselves sound better. This

also refers to someone whose words are

empty and have no meaning.

Snollygoster. This is something many

people already call many politicians, but it

happens to be a nicer sounding term. This

refers to a politician who does or says

things for their own personal advancement

instead of following their own principles!

https://expresswriters.com/34-craziest-w

ords-english/



Live music at the Wharf... 

  Nick Harper 

Thursday 23rd September  at 8pm

Tickets £12  Seated
 Nick Harper is an English singer-songwriter and

guitarist. While not having reached the levels of

popularity – or notoriety – of his father, 

Roy Harper , he has received critical and popular

acclaim as a live performer, especially for his

acoustic guitar playing.
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NEWS FROM SOURTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Bridestowe and Sourton Neighbourhood

Referendum

Fantastic news.  On 12th August 94% of the

residents of Bridestowe and Sourton voted in

favour of adopting the Bridestowe and

Sourton Neighbourhood Plan.  Our plan now

has equal weight to that of WDBC so now our

views  on planning issues will need to have be

considered on an equal footing to their own. 

The Neighbourhood Plan is no magic answer

to all planning issues that arise in the two

parishes but it should give us a much stronger

and consistent voice in insisting that our views

are listened to and accepted.   

Speedwatch

Another couple of sessions carried out within

the village have highlighted a further 2

speeding cars.  This may not be a lot.

However we are hopeful that if people

become aware that there are speed checks

within the village that it may have the effect of

slowing some of the traffic down.  We will

keep you updated.

Tree Planting - Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

People are being encouraged to plant as many

trees as possible this autumn/winter in

celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

next year.  Free trees are available  for

community groups from the Woodland Trust.

Sourton does not have any big open areas to

plant a big tree on, so any trees planted will be

small or medium sized so they do not outgrow

their plot, or even a hedgerow.

A small council like Sourton is very

limited in the ways that it can make an impact

in being more green or reducing our carbon

levels but planting trees would be one way

that we could make a difference.  The idea

then is to plant trees at several sites not just at

one site.  We are currently talking to various

organisations and Highways as to the

suitability of planting smallish trees or hedges

at some point this autumn/winter.

Sourton Parish Notice Boards

We are constantly reviewing ways of reducing

costs.  At present we are looking at the

maintenance needs of our bus shelters and

parish notice boards.  There are 2 stand-alone

Notice Boards and 5 notices in bus shelters.

We put up the monthly agendas and minutes

on all of these noticeboards.  In looking at the

cost of repairing these assets we wondered

how useful parishioners find the

noticeboards.  Do you find them useful?  Or

are they outdated now and most people find

out their information through the internet?

 If people do not use the noticeboards to

gather local information, should we  perhaps

remove the stand alone notice board at

Trescote Way to save the cost of the repairs

that will be to be done to keep it well

maintained?  

Would parishioners mind if there was just one

notice, in Sourton village, that advertised the

agenda and Minutes of our meetings?  So

parishioners living elsewhere would need

either to look on line or visit the Sourton

Noticeboard?   Not having to go round putting

up the notices in all the noticeboards , in a

manner that complies with the relevant

regulations, could save up to £25 per month.

Please do let us know your thoughts via the

clerk to the council. (Details below)

Lastly - Litterpick - 4th September

We are going to do a  end-of-summer litter

pick in and around the village on 4th Sept.

Please do come and join us.  Meet outside the

Village Hall at 10.30am.  Sticks, bags and

gloves will be provided.  We will not be litter

picking along the main road in areas without a

pavement for safety reasons.

Andrew Wyer, Clerk to the Council

Glencreedy House Mill Street

Crediton EX17 1EZ

Tel: 01837 608412

Email: parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk 
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September 20 - Full Moon 

The Moon will be located on the opposite side

of the Earth as the Sun and its face will be will

be fully illuminated.  This full moon was known

by early Native American tribes as the Corn

Moon because the corn is harvested around

this time of year. This moon is also known as

the Harvest Moon. The Harvest Moon is the full

moon that occurs closest to the September

equinox each year.

September 22 - September Equinox

 The Sun will shine directly on the equator and

there will be nearly equal amounts of day and

night throughout the world. This is also the

first day of fall (autumnal equinox) in the

Northern Hemisphere and the first day of

spring (vernal equinox) in the Southern

Hemisphere.

Sourton Round up - September

Nothing to include this month as very sadly

Rose is out of action due to her recent fall. We

wish her a  very speedy recovery.

Sunday church services are listed with

Bridestowe’s.

The 59 Lottery Club 

What a nail-biter! The bonus ball on July 31st

was an unallocated number resulting in a

rollover for August 28th with £200 up for

grabs. And guess what?  Yes that was an

unallocated number too. Now the prize goes

to the holder of the first bonus number that

comes up in the next 3 weeks. It could be

you...or me.

Alison Young

01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet.com
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Lunar cycle for

September

New moon     7th

First quarter   13th

Full moon       21st

Last quarter    29th 

Would you like to book

 Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and

would be suitable for a variety of functions

and meetings.  It offers a large hall, kitchen,

disabled toilet, committee room and large

stage.  It has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. 

To book or for more information contact

Geraldine Jury 01837 861414 or

email: sourtonvh@gmail.com
Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  

 BRIDESTOWE READING

GROUP

We have restarted our

regular ‘in person’

meetings and our next is

on Thursday September

2nd at 7:30. The venue is

still to be fixed but if you contact Neil on

neil@neiledgson.com or 01566 783529

details can be given. We will be discussing,

amongst other books and topics, The Great

Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. We congregate

monthly on the first Thursday. New

members are always welcome. For more info

or you would like to pop along and see what

happens, contact Neil.

Don’t forget to visit the ‘Book Swap’ table at

the Fun Day to exercise a bit of of give and

take.



Bridestowe Methodist Church

September Sunday worship

 5th    11am Mrs Ruth James

12th  11am Mr Gary Yates

19th   9.30am Join with St Bridgets for their  

Harvest festival.

26th     Mr Dale Sutcliffe

On July 31st we were delighted to be able to

open The Ark.

We were very pleased that the Rev Iris Bray,

our former Minister, could join us to cut the

ribbon. Around 70 people joined us through

the afternoon to enjoy a free cream tea.

(photo below)

The Ark has been open Tuesday and Thursday

mornings, and Wednesday and Friday

afternoons through August.

For September it will be open on Tuesdays &

Thursdays, 10am - 12 &

2- 4.30pm. The Ark is a community meeting

place and all are welcome to come in for a

coffee or tea and a chat.

If you feel that you could offer to help with

serving and chatting with people please pop in

when it is open or email

deanmjames0@gmail.com

All too often we see on our televisions and in

our newspapers stories of people who are

suffering. Here is a prayer that you might feel

would like to pray for them.

For those who suffer, and those who cry this

night, give them your peace, Lord; a pause in

their burdens.

Let there be minutes where they experience

peace, not of man but of angels.

Love them, Lord, when others cannot.

Hold them, Lord, when we fail with human arms.

Hear their prayers and give them the ability to

hear You back

in whatever language they best understand.

Margaret A. Davidson

St Bridget’s Church (inc St Thomas à Becket)

Church Services in September

   5th Holy Communion       9.30am  Sourton

 12th Holy Communion       9.30am  Bridestowe

 19th Harvest Thanksgiving 9.30am  

Bridestowe

   26th Morning Prayer           9.30am  Sourton

      Messy Church                 9.30am  Bridestowe

From the Registers

Christening

Archie Easterbrook  15th August

Find us on Facebook: 

St.Bridget’s Church Bridestowe

   Messy Church Bratton and Bridestowe 

St. Bridget’s Bells

Following easing of

restrictions, weekly bell

ringing practices will start

again on Fridays at 19:30.

Regular service ringing

will start in August on the second and third

Sundays and on the same Sundays of each

month from 09:00 until 09:30.

Bill Thirtle            Tel: 07921 540 990
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News from the Moor
Hi everyone

It always amazes me how quickly

the school holidays whizz past. It has been

such a privilege to be able to provide some

much needed access to beauty for people after

so much uncertainty. The majority have

responded by continuing to wear masks

indoors and be thoughtful of others when

visiting. 

As I start the virtual tour of Dartmoor, it’s fair

to say that the summer has not been without

its challenges. At Finch Foundry, the guided

tours have been going really well but we then,

like so many places, hit some staff shortages

and had to close for a few days. Thankfully, as

Finch is staying on the booking system, we

were able to let people know in advance and

those who turned up were still able to enjoy

the outside spaces and take advantage of the

very excellent local walks, shop, café and pub.

The unexpected highlight and star of the show

at Lydford Gorge is the second hand bookshop

which opened in April. It is proving to be a big

hit with locals and visitors alike and we are

very grateful to the lovely people who have

turned up with donations of books. The team

there are also loving sharing tales of the huge

variety of wildlife that call Lydford home and I

joined them at the Meldon Wildlife Festival

recently which was such a joy to be part of.

Finally, to Castle Drogo. It was a bit of a shock

to be so busy again! It took us a bit of time to

get used to seeing so many people. I would like

to say a big thank you to all our neighbours for

their patience on the lanes and directing

people who have trusted their Sat Nav instead

of the evidence before their eyes. Thanks to

some very patient people giving directions,

visitors have found their way to us and it has

brought a lot of joy to be able to share this

wonderful place again. 

On a personal note, it has been a huge relief to

start looking forward instead of just reacting to

the latest news and restrictions. Our

partnerships with fabulous local organisations

such as Med Theatre, Learn Devon and OCRA

are once again active with all sorts of activities

being planned. Watch out for return of the

school cross country run in November – keep

everything crossed it can go ahead!

Take care everyone,

Paula 

Volunteering & Community Manager,

Dartmoor

01647 434130,

paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk          

A Marquee for Community Use

St. Bridget’s’s has obtained money from a

covid recovery fund to buy a 30’x 30’ Marquee

which will be available for village organisations

and events in Bridestowe and Sourton.

If there are a few volunteers who would help

put it up we might display it with a small

hospitality event at the end of September (to

be confirmed) Contact Adrian for details

861580.

The milk / breakfast box scheme has

continued over the summer hols and we have

been able to support Treetops holidays club

lunches.

The scheme has also been extended to

Okehampton where 17 families have received

help.

We have plenty of funds at the moment to

take us into the new year. We are now hoping

to make it a 2-5 year programme so we may

be looking for extra funds next year. 
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Bridestowe Cricket Club back on top!
Both teams have had an excellent season despite being affected by rising

COVID cases and plenty of rain.  As a small club we very lucky to have the

commitment and enthusiasm of great players, scorers, umpires and

spectators and it has been wonderful to see everyone back at Millaton. 

With just one loss all season and some brilliant team and individual performances the

first team finished top of the table in C West division giving them a well-earned promotion to B

Division next year. Star performers have been Leon Horn with over 400 runs and Tom Pengelly

with over 20 wickets. The seconds have won seven games and lost three, finishing a very

respectful fourth position in the G West table. 

The club also reached the finals day of the Isaac Foot Cup, a 20 over knockout cup held at

Callington CC. Beating Yelverton and Menheniot and Looe en route to finals day the team faced

Boconnoc in the semi-finals, winning by 8 wickets.  This meant a thrilling final against Callington

and with an excellent performance from both teams it was a thrilling finish with Bridestowe

winning by 9 runs to raise the cup for the first time!

There have also been some great

sessions at the club this year for the kids and ladies. Despite the rain causing a number of

sessions to be called off the ones that were held saw a great turn out and lots of kids enjoying

fun sessions of cricket related activities and games.  This is only possible thanks to volunteer

coaches, Dave Egford, Paul Burder, Leon Horn and Jo Pritchard and of course the kids and

parents coming along to join in.  

The ladies softball training was similarly affected by weather but a number of sessions

were run, again supported by volunteer coach Leon Horn.  Great fun was had and with some

promising skills on show it is hoped we might get to take part in some matches next season –

if anyone would like to join please look out for updates in the BaSE and on Facebook next

season.

After a great year the club would like to thank everyone who has supported, played,

volunteered or spectated and are excited looking forward to next season.  There is quite a lot

of work to be done to maintain both the pavilion and grounds and you will see this being

undertaken over the next few weeks. There will be new soffits going up on the club house and

work being done to house our new electronic scoreboard which has very kindly been

sponsored by Phillip Martin. 

We look forward to seeing you all next season.

Mark Fogerty, Chair
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The Archangel’s Way
 Howard Barkell

I will leave it to higher authority to try and

explain the bit about “angels, archangels and

all the company of heaven.” Suffice it to say

that the Protestant church usually recognises

four  archangels, namely Michael, Gabriel,

Raphael and Uriel. Michael was originally

thought of as a healer, but in the Book of

Revelation he leads the heavenly army in their

triumph over evil. Nowadays he might be

looked upon as a spiritual warrior, helping

individuals as they fight ‘the battle within.’

Michael was chosen as the Patron Saint of at

least two local churches, St. Michael of the

Rock at Brentor and St. Michael the Archangel

at Chagford.

A pilgrimage is usually thought of as a

journey to a special place for a special

purpose, often healing, think Compostela in

Spain or Lourdes in France. With an increasing

awareness and openness about mental and

emotional problems, plus the growing need for

physical fitness, the Exeter Diocese is

promoting routes to walk where people can

wander but also wonder. These routes provide

plenty of physical exercise, but also the chance

to ponder, perhaps to try and connect creation

with its creator, the earth with the divine.

One such route starts at St. Michael of the

Rock church at Brentor and finishes at St.

Michael the Archangel church at Chagford,

hence its name, the Archangel’s Way. It covers

about 35 miles, but is split up into several

smaller sections for those who can only

manage short distances, or those who only

want to walk the moorland parts, for example.

To quote well-known local walk organiser and

leader Paul Brookes, “Vast, open landscapes,

rocky tors, intimate wooded valleys, rushing

streams all contribute to the spiritual feel of

Dartmoor.

“Add on all the historic churches and villages,

prehistoric remains and the man-made effect

on nature that industrial processes have

performed and you have a unique walking

adventure.”

The official launch of the Archangel’s Way

took place at Belstone, a handy ‘half way’ point

along the route on Saturday, 31st July, with a

short open-air service of appropriate music,

poetry and prayer. Proceedings opened with a

specially commissioned song, called the

Archangel’s Way, composed and sung by Jim

Causley, West Devon’s multi-talented musician,

which mentions all the places along the way

and contains a catchy chorus,

Spreading his wings in an arch o’er the moor

 Guiding the traveller, the pilgrim of yore

 Leading with love on our journey this day

 As we follow the Archangel Way

John Bunyan’s words, He who would valiant be,

set to music by Ralph Vaughan Williams,

Sydney Carter’s One more step along the world

I go and William Williams’s Guide me O thou

great Redeemer to the tune Cwm Rhondda

gave us all a chance to get rid of eighteen

months worth of pent up urge to sing.

Later Jim Causley accompanied himself on the

piano accordian to sing a previously

commissioned work about the Dartmoor tin

industry. The chorus goes

  Pride of the moor we sing unto thee

  In thanks for the treasure you’ve given us so free;

  And should we have need to come find you again,

  We’ll call and we’ll listen for cry of the tin

The service was followed by free tea and cake!

While all this was going on a group of runners

arrived from Chagford and walkers from both

Sourton and Chagford had set out to arrive at

Belstone during the afternoon. More music

and Morris Dancing added to the celebrations.

Route cards for the individual stages and

a passport which may be stamped at all

participating churches and chapel can be

downloaded from the Devon Pilgrim website.

If you are visiting St. Petroc’s take a look at the

Altar Rails. They were installed in 1932 and

contain more fine examples of twentieth

century oak carving. The four panels depict the

archangels holding their trumpets, two at rest,

Uriel has just finished his turn, but Raphael’s

trumpet is sounding the word Come.

After visiting St. Thomas a Becket’s church at

Sourton why not have a go at walking the

labyrinth just outside the churchyard?

The prophet Jeremiah tells us that the

Lord exhorts us to “Stand at the crossroads,

and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where

the good way lies: and walk in it, and find rest

for your souls.” (Chapter 6, verse 16) May all

pilgrims who visit our area feel better for the

experience.
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We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:

Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery)
Birthday Cakes 
Afternoon Tea Cakes

 Treat Boxes and much more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.
Special offer for September: 10% discount off your purchase if you quote ‘BaSE’ when

ordering
 Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Our Brownies are also on sale in Riverside Stores 
 Fully Qualified and Insured 

Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon
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Make the 12th of September, 10.30 - 4pm,  a feel-good Sunday to remember at this wonderful late

summer festival at the heart of historic Tavistock. Make a date to join us and bring the whole family
too. This event is entirely FREE to attend, and local parking is plentiful.

In Association with Heritage Open Days Tavistock Heritage Trust proudly presents a celebration of
the past, present and future of our culinary heritage and culture as part of this year’s Open Days

theme of Edible England.
Join us at Tavistock’s glorious Butcher’s Hall when the tables will be set for a fabulous day of

celebration, education, and culinary delight. We’ve gathered the very best artisan food and drink
producers from right across the southwest to bring you foraged woodland delights, delicious

forgotten recipes, and regional delicacies galore.  Get set for a fascinating journey into the past,
through the present, and to the future of our culinary heritage and culture. This family friendly event

is packed with things to do, including:
Cultural cuisine – our artisan food and drink producers showcase their wares, often featuring

locally produced ingredients, local specialities, or ingredients that have fallen out of fashion.
Nature’s table – find out how to gather and cook using ingredients sourced directly from nature.

The Home of the Cream Tea – Legend has it that the monks of Tavistock’s Benedictine Abbey were
serving an early version of a cream tea way back in the 10th Century with rye bread and clotted

cream.  The bread evolved into Tuff yeast buns, but nowadays most people enjoy their cream teas
with scones.  You can sit back and enjoy the most wonderful cream tea ever, right here at our festival!
Craft workshops –  join our workshops held throughout the day to learn willow-weaving,

woodturning, felting, spinning, glassblowing and more…
English Folk Morris Dancing – don your breeches, ruggles and baldrics and gather up your sticks,

swords, and handkerchiefs as you jig along to our colourful English Folk dancers.
Traditional Games – the team from the Tavistock Guildhall will man a fun traditional games area for

kids of all ages. Try your hand at Hoopla, Quoits, Tumbling Blocks, Skittles and more..
Live Folk-Rock – Enjoy Jonah’s Lift, an energetic and engaging Cornish band, well known for their

unusual musical arrangements and lively quirky stage performance.



National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

Over the summer it’s been lovely to open

more of the gorge and to welcome old and

new visitors alike. Some are regulars, happy to

hike more of the gorge this year. Others are

completely new and excited for an adventure.

Some came for the first time last year and

after their ‘taster’ walk to Whitelady Waterfall

it’s been lovely for them to explore more. 

Unfortunately, the repairs to the Devil’s

Cauldron platform will be a longer process

than we were hoping. The structure, once fully

repaired, will need to be officially strength

tested before being reopened as the damage

was substantial. Also, the tree that fell on it

may have loosened rocks in the cliff above. So

this will need to be assessed, and cleared of

loose rocks, by the professional team we get

in every winter.

On Tuesday 17 August we went to our

first event since 2019. The Meldon Wildlife

festival, hosted by Dartmoor National Park

Authority, and held next to the Red-a-ven river

near Meldon Quarry. Despite the weather

being a little grey, it was a great event. I ran a

‘salt dough bug’ making activity and DNPA ran

walks to look for reptiles and dormice, as well

as lots of other fun activities for families. The

event usually runs every year on the 3rd

Tuesday in August, so maybe one for the diary

next year.

The honeybees in the orchard appear to

be doing well. So well in fact that a swarm left

the main hive and temporarily set up home on

a tree in the ranger’s yard. They started to

build a comb and it’s so intricate and delicate

looking, although they didn’t stay long enough

to start filling it with honey. Another section of

hive was placed in the orchard and they left

the empty comb on the tree to move.

While I was out for a walk on Dartmoor

over the summer, I saw my first grass snake in

the UK. It was swimming in the River Dart and

must have been almost a meter long. It was so

quick in the water, and when it sensed us, it

managed to totally disappear among the

rocks. The current was really strong in the

main river and it’s amazing how at home in

the water it looked. I managed to capture it on

video so if you want to take a look, head to the

Dartmoor National Trust social media

accounts.

Finally, I’d like to say a massive thank you to all

those who’ve donated or bought books from

our second-hand bookshop. We’ve made over

£4000 so far and this money will stay at the

gorge and be used to help maintain it for

everyone, for ever. If you are having a summer

turn out, we’re always on the look out for

books, games, toys, DVDs and CDs to keep us

topped up. Thank you.

Opening Times 2021

Waterfall and River trails open 10am-4.30pm.

Tea-room open 10.30am-4.30pm.    Second-

hand bookshop open 10am-4.30pm.

The Devil’s Cauldron trail and platform are

closed while we repair the damaged handrail.

From Monday 1 November just the Waterfall

trail will be open.

Please check our website for up to date

information on opening times.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    Registered Charity

Number 205846

Bridestowe Volunteer Group 

We met on  Saturday 28th August with

sadly no bacon baps afterwards at the hall.

Work continues on the telephone kiosk

which will become a community book swap

and further work was carried out clearing

the encroaching grass along the footpath

that comes down from Trescote Way. A

volunteer had to remove 2 piles of dog poo

from outside the village hall. With a wedding

being held that day, it’s not a good look!

 September’s session will be on Saturday

25th.  Attention has been drawn to the

weedy state of the footpath that runs behind

the Methodist Church so we might have a go

at that.

Anyone wishing to join us will be made very

welcome. We meet at the cemetery gates at

9.30am. 
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Terry Southcott, your other West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Tel:01566 783079 

Email: Cllr.Terry.Southcott@westdevon.gov.uk .

Caroline Mott, your West Devon Borough Councillor

Contact details: Great Close Farm, Bridestowe, Devon, EX20 4NT

Tel: 01837 861212

Email:  cmott@westdevon.gov.uk
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Lois Samuel, your Devon County Councillor

Contact details: Risdon Farm, Jacobstowe, Okehampton EX20 3AJ

Tel: 01837 851240

Email: Lois.Samuel@devon.gov.uk

Nr Okehampton, Devon                   Tel: 01837 861318

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm       

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open all day
from 12 midday

Home-cooked food served 
between 12 - 2pm and

 6pm - 9pm

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

£5.95

Families and dogs welcome

Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. We
are part of the Moors Otter Arts Trail 2021.  Please come and meet our otter, Moortosea. 
Mike, Sarah and the team

Okehampton Recycling Centre

Exeter Road 

Industrial Estate

Okehampton

EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm               

White LPG oven

for sale. In good

condition.  £25

Tel:  01837 861157



QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 531
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For all things Usborne
For more information on Usborne books, please contact:Jackie Butler

Independent Usborne Organiser   Elsie’s Book Corner        07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com     Find me on Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Our wonderful Picture Book Set is a collection of ten beloved classic stories retold specially for

younger children. This set of vibrantly illustrated picture books is sure to delight readers as they

dive into each story.

Included are:

 Aladdin,  Cinderella, The Elves and the Shoemaker,   The Gingerbread Man,

   Jack and the Beanstalk, Little Red Riding Hood,  The Princess and the Pea,

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs,   The Story of Robin Hood  The Wizard of Oz

Paul Sprake
Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages
• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 
PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates
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TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                              Facebook- tors travel

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

DINO FENCING    specialising in all aspects of agricultural, equestrian and garden fencing

 Mobile: 07730 436 329               Home: 01837 861223           Email: dinohorn1@gmaiul.com

Follow on Please ring for free quote

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open space

for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West Devon

Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet whilst in our

care. 

We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are from £10 - £14 per day between 7am to 7pm. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email info@muttleymanorkennels.co.uk

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Maintenance 

  Emergency repairs 

Complete property service 

Tel: 07540 956 379           

info@magnamaintenance.com

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

Magna Carpentry

Malcolm Head

Tel: 07540 956 379           

www.magnacarpentry.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs & parts

Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges

Tel: 07591 655072                      Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 
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Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940



River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park is open and we are taking bookings  for the touring side and

holiday vans. Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated, double glazed, static caravans are

available for hire, either for the week or for short breaks.  Details on request  01837

861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 8pm. Hand washing facilities

have been installed and hard surfaces can be

wiped down between customers. Tokens

available from Reception.
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Robert & Nicholas McNamara

01566 783471
Specialists in round the clock

care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services

Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial

Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 

Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!

07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

Mini Digger Hire -1½ ton
Very Competitive Rates
Telephone: 01837 861 509
Mobile: 07748344978
Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent

references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Sam White

Hedge laying  - tree felling - pruning  -

firewood/logs 

Mini digger hire - landscaping

Tel: 07515 420 883



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and Garden maintenance undertaken :- Felling, Reductions, Hedge

trimming, Strimming, Grass cutting, Ground maintenance, Also quality firewood supplied

Fully insured Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel: 07881 288093

The Moor Hair Co at 3 St James Street, Okehampton

In the heart of the town, our experienced team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment, call 01837 658696

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com
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Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

Plenty of plants for sale. You can  pick up all your
favourites for autumn colour. Why not drop in and see
what we’ve got. John and Angie
01837 861866

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into the

entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat
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Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com

Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian

Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping & accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176                                   www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

ELITE SOUTHWEST LTD - Professional Chimney Sweep/ Stove repair
• Rotary/ manual sweeping      • Chimney CCTV recordings carried out

            • Certificates for insurance issued       • Birds nest removal      
                  • Complete dust free service

High reach equipment also available for gutter cleaning/ external chimney repair

Special rates for BaSE catchment area
Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps (NACS)

Call: 01837 861873         07747 419 950



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)

BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
BaSE  Page  32

Friendly, family run company aiming to

provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood removal, hedge trimming,
stump grinding and tree planting. Call now for advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Unusual ‘Thumbprint Art’ by Penny McInnes

Commissions accepted

Do you have an interesting

home/garden/business premises which would

look good as a ‘thumbprint’, with personal

features and quirkiness? For a chat about a

possible commission, or details of the full range

and prices of products, ring me, Penny McInnes,

on 01837 861364 or email

pennymcinnes@aol.com  

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478                            Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.


