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On sale soon
 at

Riverside Stores

Chocolate Filled Easter
Chicks 
£2.00

All proceeds to:
      DEC Ukraine Appeal

Thank you for your support
Happy Easter!

Sunday 10th April 2022 from 10am

It’s that time of year again; spring is well

and truly here and 

summer is just around the corner!!

Everyone is invited to come along and lend

a hand for our annual ‘get ready for

summer’ day at Bridestowe Cricket Club –

Millaton Ground.

A fun day for all the family!

Come along, grab a broom, paint brush or

cloth and help clear up the club ready for 

a great year of cricket!

BBQ and refreshments will be available.

For further details please contact

Jo on 07825 512154 /

jcw_101@hotmail.com

Now a date for your diary...

Bridestowe Cricket Club

Opening game of the season - All Invited

Saturday 7th May sees the first XI team open their

season.

There will be the official opening of the new

Eletronic Scoreboard, kindly donated by Martins

Butchers in memory of Andy Martin, a BBQ and

refreshments available for all so please come and

cheer the lads on and enjoy a , hopefully, sunny

afternoon at the club.

Useful tip
Martin Lewis urges people to take a meter

reading before April 1st to avoid higher

bills. You haven’t got long!

 The money-saving expert says anyone who

pays for their gas and electricity through a

direct debit should take a meter reading on

March 31st before the April price cap rise.

With the average annual cost of energy bills

rising by around £700 next month, we all

need to look for energy-saving tips for the

home and ways to reduce costs. Martin

Lewis’ tip basically means your energy

supplier knows exactly how much you’ve

used before bills rise, so you’re not charged

extra to avoid higher bills.



The Vicar writes...

One of our dogs jumped over a bank the other

day landed awkwardly and hurt its leg. He

stood there holding his leg up, whining and

yelping and looking at me as if I had caused

his pain. Fortunately he recovered quite

quickly but I do find animal suffering difficult

to cope with. It’s the same with children, the

story of little Arthur who was tortured and

killed by his parents was just heart wrenching. 

The existence of suffering is one of life’s big

questions and while it’s one thing to talk about

it or observe suffering, it is another thing

altogether to experience it. When we go

through suffering the understandable

response is, why is this happening? There are

no simplistic answers but the causes of

suffering can be divided into two areas;

suffering caused by human actions, termed

moral evil, and suffering caused by nature ie

disease, earthquakes etc., termed natural evil. 

In recent years the world has been throwing

up examples of violence and hatred we

thought we had left behind in the Middle Ages.

Covid and war in Ukraine are making people

question again. As a Christian I have the added

problem of how can a loving and all powerful

God allow such things?

If we remove the idea of God from the

problem then on one level the problem is

solved. Atheist author Richard Dawkins takes

the following view, “The universe we observe

has precisely the properties we should expect

if there is, at bottom, no design, no purpose,

no evil, no good, nothing but blind, pitiless

indifference....... we all dance to the music of

our DNA.” That certainly removes the God

problem; but it doesn’t remove suffering,

although what it does do is remove hope. If we

observe the universe a little more closely we

see that most people have an innate sense of

justice and of right and wrong which I believe

is best addressed by a Christian worldview.

God could have made a world in which

humans don’t do evil things but that would be

a robotic world with no morality. We are made

in God’s image which means we are capable of

relationships and relationships mean freedom

of choice; you cannot force someone to love

you, the ability to say yes or no creates the

possibility of love and at the same time makes

hate possible.

The existence of natural evil presents a more

challenging problem intellectually. However,

one of the central beliefs of Christianity is that

God became man in the person of Jesus Christ

who suffered crucifixion at the hands of evil

people. God isn’t just an observer of our

suffering but partook in it and experienced it.

Christianity also ascertains that there is life

after death when God will compensate those

who have suffered. There will also be a final

judgement in which those who have

perpetrated evil will face justice. In the atheist

worldview there is no right and wrong because

we are all just dancing to the music of our

DNA, there is no justice because there is no

one to judge. Hitler got away with it, Jimmy

Saville got away with it, to most people that

seems unfair.

For me the question isn’t so much about ‘Why

does God allow suffering?’ but ‘Is there a God

that can be trusted in our suffering?’

Adrian Brook
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“If the gods have the will to remove evil

and cannot, then they are not all-

powerful.   If they are neither able nor

willing, they are neither all-powerful or

benevolent.   If they are both able and

willing to annihilate evil, why does it

exist?”

– Epicurus, C300 BCE



BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING GROUP

At our March meeting eleven members met at

the Ark. We decided we liked it there so much

that we should meet there again in April. Here

is the programme which we agreed for the

summer and autumn. (All meetings will

continue to be on the third Thursday of the

month).

April 21st - The Ark

May 19th - Alder vineyard coffee shop

June 16th - Strawberry Fields

July 21st - summer lunch at Roadford Lake

August 18th - The Ark

September 15th - Belstone Community Cafe

October 20th - return to the Ark for winter

meetings.

For trips out, we’ll leave the village at about 10

a.m. Transport arrangements can be

confirmed at the previous meeting. If you are

in doubt or need a lift, please give me a ring.

Ann Allan  861551

On a sunny cloudless afternoon,135 people

gathered for the funeral service of Lilian

Luxton and many who could not attend were

there in spirit, all to bid farewell to someone

who will be remembered with great affection

as a lovely lady. 

Lilian Margaret Rose Luxton

21st September 1930 - 4th March 2022

aged 91 years

Riverside Stores
& Post Office
At the heart of Bridestowe
Riverside Stores & Post Office
Bridestowe,
Okehampton,
Devon, EX20 4EG
T: 01837 861321
riversidestores@hotmail.com

We are still looking for a delivery driver

Starting immediately.

Early mornings from 5.45am .

Hours to suit with existing drivers.

Potentially 2-3 mornings per week plus holiday cover and could lead up to

more hours per week.

If you, or a friend, family member or neighbours are interested, please get

in contact with us.

Many thanks again to all our customers for your continued support.

Colin, Michaela and our valued team.

A fund raising event for Ukraine is being discussed for early May
and will involve some cake making on an industrial scale. There may
be other stalls as well with full details in next month’s BaSE.
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 Bridestowe Parish Council News

The parish council are delighted that the

Jubilee Community Orchard in the lower field

behind the cemetery now boasts 10 fruit trees

(mainly varieties of apple and a plum) and

wishes to thank those who so generously

donated the trees and the volunteers for their

spade work! 

The storage box for sand (for filling sand bags

to alleviate flooding) has been delivered to the

White Hart. One of the councillors has very

kindly offered to fill the box with the sand

from a couple of “dumpy” bags. 

Every year RoSPA carry out an annual

playground check on the Sporting Green that

informs the council on any repairs to the play

equipment that may be required. This has just

been completed satisfactorily and is in

addition to a regular weekly safety

check/report carried out by one of our parish

councillors.                           

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is being

celebrated in a number of ways. It is hoped to

purchase coins from the Royal Mint as a

souvenir for the children of the parish. This

will be governed by the cost and hoped for

grants. *The parish council has agreed to erect

a permanent commemorative stone plant

trough to mark the Jubilee. Preference has

been expressed for  granite trough engraved

with appropriate wording and a decision is to

be made on a suitable siting in the village, to

be agreed at a later date. It is hoped that

Devon County Council may be able to assist

with the provision of  suitable pieces of

granite. The council is also supporting a

voluntary Bridestowe group who are planning

a free Jubilee get together on the Sporting

Green with a £300 grant which will provide

music, bunting etc. and snacks on 4th June

2022 for all parishioners. 

The Village Hall Management Committee has

been given a grant of approximately £130

from the parish council to pay for the annual

cost of hosting the substantially improved

Bridestowe website. It’s really good. Have you

seen it? The parish council is a major user of

the site as there is now a legal requirement to

place a wide range of documents on line. 

There has been a number of planning

applications received from WDBC planning

department as follows: (Please see full details

on WDBC planning website).

 a. Applic: 0474/22/VAR. Rectory Road site. This

concerns the variation of conditions (plots 2 &

3 elevations and floor plans) of planning

consent 4136/19/FUL. The variation was not

supported by the parish council because the

proposed increased size of the two proposed

dwellings could substantially increase their

value and thus the affordability of the

properties. This is because the parish council

and the Neighbourhood Plan have identified

the need for lower value properties in the

parish to provide affordable homes for local

families. 

b. Applic: 4677/21/LBC. There has been

conditional approval by WDBC for renovations

at 1 Bridhayes, a listed building. This has been

supported by the parish council and WDBC.

c. Applic: 3051/21/ARC. Town Farm site. An

application for approval of details that have

been reserved by various conditions. Some of

these (see WDBC website again) ae acceptable

by WDBC and can be discharged, whilst some,

mainly concerned with flood risk and

landscaping are considered unacceptable and

therefore have not been discharged.

The next Parish Council Meeting date to be

arranged and publicised in the usual places.

Agendas and also minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed on the

noticeboards in the parish, or on the new

Bridestowe web site at

www.bridestowe.org.uk  

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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*

If you are a parent of a child/children

living in Bridestowe parish please

complete the form on the back page to

register your interest in receiving a coin(s)



The Platinum

Jubilee celebration

group met in mid

March and good

progress is being

made. Just to recap,

the event will be held

on the Sporting

Green and there will be a marquee and

gazebos should the weather be unkind. It

will start at 1pm with a celebratory tea

mid afternoon. Everyone is asked to bring

a plate of food,  either savoury or sweet.

Tea, coffee and soft drinks will be served

with a beer tent on hand.

A professional singer has been booked

and the Barbershop quartet will be

entertaining us. There will be a series of

duck races and tug o war and even some

welly wanging.The scouts have offered to

provide a craft table so children can make

things.

We discussed the suggestion of fancy

dress and decided a red, white and blue

theme would give wider scope and could

result in some really varied outfits.

The barbecue scheduled for later in the

afternoon has been rethought and is now

on a DIY basis so no one gets lumbered

with manning it for hours.  Bring your own

food. There will be separate barbecue for

the vegetarians and vegans to use. There

is no official closing time for the event and

it is hoped people will stay on to enjoy the

summer evening.

There will be a donation box in Riverside

Stores if you’d like to contribute ; we really

want to make this event as lavish as

possible and any funds left over will be

donated to the DEC Ukraine appeal.

There is a real interest in creating a time

capsule so if you have any novel ideas of

what should be included, please get in

touch or come along to the next meeting

on Thursday 7th April at 7.30pm in The

Ark.

Contact: Lisa  Mob:07538 083859 

Email: lisajane.peace@yahoo.co.uk

Under a Bushel 2022

On 23/24/25 September 

Bridestowe Village Hall 

After a prolonged gap of five years since the

last exhibition of local arts and crafts, we are

finally back this September to host local talent. 

We want to see every type of art and craft on

display in our hall. In 2017 we had an array of

paintings, tapestry, sculpture and so much

more. 

More details to follow, however plenty of time

to get creating. For those wishing to help out or

have any questions please email me on

rosedugard@gmail.com 

Home Maid

Providing one off or regular cleans,

including end of tenancy, holiday lets and

deep cleans in and around Okehampton
and the local villages. An in house

washing and ironing service is also

available. Internal window cleaning

comes as standard with the clean.
From £15 per hour. Oven cleaning

available from £45.

Fully insured and DBS checked.

Call Lucy on 07855 377 432
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 Victorian Jubilees
Howard Barkell

 Victoria came to the throne in 1837, aged 18,

when she succeeded her uncle, William IV.
Although she was the daughter of Edward,

Duke of Kent, the fourth son of King George,

the three older brothers died without leaving
legitimate issue. She reigned until her death

in 1901 at the age of 81, over 63 years.

The word Jubilee comes from the Hebrew

commandment to celebrate every fiftieth year
in a particular way, so Victoria did not have a

Silver Jubilee. George V was the first monarch

to celebrate one.
So how was the Jubilee of 1887 celebrated in

local parishes and was the Diamond one ten

years later any different? The established
hierarchy of those days probably made the

decisions and enlisted others to help with the

hands-on work. Those not directly involved

were probably glad to have the day off, to be
well fed and to join in the activities only

available on special occasions.

At Lydford the Golden Jubilee celebrations
started at nine o’clock on Tuesday morning

with a peal on the church bells. This was

followed by a procession through the village
from the school to the church. Led by the

Rector, Rev. J. H. Bennett, and headed by the

Lifton Brass Band the parade consisted of
representatives of the various trades, each

carrying their own banner, including the

grandly named National Sick and Burial

Association, whose members paraded in full
regalia, no less! Parish officers and members

of various village committees followed. The

school children under the beady eye of the
headmaster, Mr. W. H. Kenner, brought up

the rear. After a short service in the church

the procession returned to the school where
a “substantial” dinner was provided for all the

inhabitants. Later in the afternoon they made

their way to High Down where various races

and games took place. In the evening local
talent gave an open-air concert. After this

those able to do so made their way to the top
of Bray Tor where at ten o’clock a bonfire was
lit accompanied by a firework display.

Dancing was kept up until morning, it was

reported!
Although strictly speaking it was a private

event, celebrations continued the following

day when William Widgery and his invited

guests climbed to the top of Bray Tor in the
evening where the well-known artist unveiled

the large granite cross which he had paid to

have built to celebrate Queen Victoria’s
Golden Jubilee. Will we ever find out who

actually built it or where the granite blocks

were quarried and shaped? The small ‘Doble’s
Quarry’ on the slopes of the tor seems to be a
possibility and builders from both Lydford

and Brentor have been mentioned. After the

ceremony light refreshments were provided
and toasts were proposed for the Queen and

Royal family followed by singing the National

Anthem. A toast to Mr. Widgery was followed
by the Victorian version of a karaoke evening.

No doubt some of the Jubilee organisers were

still on hand ten years later when the same

blueprint seems to have been followed for
the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. On

Saturday evening the bells were rung at

midnight and on Sunday the service started
with the National Anthem followed by the

special thanksgiving service including the

hymn (long since forgotten) composed for the
event by Bishop Walsham How, a close friend

of the Queen. Incidentally when George

Thorpe dedicated the memorial to Nigel
Hunter at Black Rock on 14th May 1919, he

based the short service on one of Bishop

How’s homilies. On Tuesday morning the

bells were rung at 6.30 and at intervals during
the day. A procession set off from the school

at 11.30 led by the Curate in Charge, Rev. C.

Hope Gill (the new Rector preferred to live in
Princetown), followed by Lydford Band with

its conductor, the multi-talented W. H.
Kenner, various village worthies and the
school children. The service started at 12.00.

The curate explained that the time had been

set to coincide with the service outside St.

Paul’s in London, when the Lydford folk would
be singing the National Anthem, the Jubilee

hymn, the Te Deum and the Old Hundredth at

the same time as the Queen. The service in
London was in the open air so that the Queen

could sit in her carriage as she could no

longer manage the steps into St. Paul’s. The
service was followed by the public lunch in

the school, with sports and maypole dancing

on High Down. 
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A tea was provided and all the children were

presented with a Jubilee mug. The bonfire on

Brae Tor was lit at ten o’clock.
Bridestowe and Sourton joined forces to

celebrate the Golden Jubilee, possibly

because there was no indoor facility in
Sourton and the two parishes were still joined

ecclesiastically.  Early in the morning the

ringers hoisted a Union Jack on the flagpole

at the top of the tower and rang the first of
several peals during the day. Houses and

streets were decorated with flags and

banners. A church service took place at three
o’clock, conducted by Rev. F. E. Langton,

standing in for the sick Rector, and the large

congregation was led in the singing by Miss
Drake, the Rector’s daughter, at the

harmonium. A procession led by the Excelsior

Band followed. A public tea was held in the

Sporting Green where several hundred
people attended. The tables were looked

after by women and men from both parishes.

A nearby field was used for sports and
dancing to the band until 10 o’clock when a

firework display took place. Dancing then

followed in the school until midnight.
The Diamond Jubilee started as a combined

event at nine o’clock by Beating the Bounds,
but afterwards both parishes went their

separate ways, Bridestowe followed the usual
pattern of events, but Sourton had a more

important matter to attend to. By this time

Sourton had their own Vicar, Oliver
Puckridge. He got on well with the new

Squire, Vincent Waldo Calmady-Hamlyn, who

had just provided the site for a new Vicarage
house down the road towards Collaven. He

wanted to do something special for the

Jubilee so he offered the Parish Council a site
and £50 towards building a village hall. They

turned it down! The Vicar was happy to

accept the offer! After the Jubilee service in

church the company moved down to the road
where the foundation stone for the Sourton

Church Room was laid. This was followed by a

‘meat’ tea after which the children were each
presented with an unbreakable steel Jubilee

mug. I wonder how many of those still exist?

Sports and games followed with the children
being given oranges and nuts. At ten o’clock

rockets were fired and a bonfire lit on top of

Sourton Tor. It was estimated that about a

hundred bonfires could be seen from that

viewpoint. Celebrations ended with the

National Anthem and three cheers for the
Queen. 

As a sequel to the previous paragraph the

Bishop of Crediton, Robert Trefusis, was at
Sourton on 28th September to officially open

the new Vicarage. Although some

parishioners had helped by fetching building

stone from Greep’s Quarry the project was
almost entirely due to the vision and energy

of the Vicar who bore most of the cost

himself. The actual building was done by
Petherick Brothers of Hatherleigh, one of

whom later set up business in Lydford. The

opportunity was also taken to lay the
commemorative stones at the Church Room.

Unfortunately, the Squire had died suddenly

on 2nd September. The Vicar stressed how

much he had wanted it to be a Jubilee project,
a useful asset for all the village, not just the

church. Mrs. F. G. Sillifant, who had inherited

the Leawood Estate from her brother, laid a
stone marked “In Memoriam V. W. C.

Hamlyn.” The Bishop laid a stone saying “V.R.

1837-1897.” The building now serves another
function as Cobweb Hall.

 Bacon Baps 
 will be served on    

Saturday  30th
April from 10 -12

noon at

Bridestowe Village Hall   

                        
The March session was very busy and people

were very patient when orders went astray -

you just can’t get the staff!

For April we’ll put out a few more tables,

perhaps some outside, and ensure there are

a couple more helpers. (If you could spare a

couple of hours 10 - 12 only, then please get

in touch)

As usual Mike Bidmead will be there with his

range of bedding plants plus tomato and

courgette plants, all at very reasonable prices.

If you’re interested in hiring a table please

get in contact.  There’s only a small charge. 

Alison Young 01837 861157  
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Carer wanted for Saturday and Sunday

mornings and some evenings for lovely lady

in Bridestowe. Looking for someone with

common sense who is kind, honest and

reliable. Rate is £16 an hour for weekends

and evenings. If you are interested and

could help at least some of the time, ring

Debbie Pritchard on 01837 861476.

Members of the Bridestowe Volunteer

Group have been busy. On 26th March

several tasks were undertaken:; for a start

litter picking along the old A30  down from

Cowsen Lane, along the old Launceston Road

and in the village itself - and over half a dozen

black bags were filled. Good to note that Red

Bull gives the drinkers enough energy to hurl

the empty cans into the hedges.

The road up to the cemetery has been swept

following a recent hedge trim there. Grass

mowing along the sides of the footpath from

Trescote Way to the village hall has been

carried out as well as strips in the new

orchard

We will be meeting on Saturday 30th April

where volunteers will be concentrating on

sprucing up the village centre.

We meet at the cemetery gates at 9.30am.

We usually go to the village hall after the

session for a bacon bap - let’s hope the

caterers have bought enough baps this time!

Do come along  - the more the merrier.

Lewdown Past

The Lewdown and area local history group

Wheal Mary Emma walk

Tuesday 19th April

Meet at 6.30pm in car park behind the

Dartmoor Inn

Wheal Mary Emma is probably our nearest tin

mine, although it was never a very productive

one. Some interesting features still remain:

evidence of a leat, a waterwheel pit, buddles,

ruined mine buildings, an adit and a shaft.

Across the river are signs of ancient tin

streaming and openworks and a medieval

blowing mill. Plus a few mysteries….

A pleasant walk, mostly on level tracks. There is

a short, steep track down to the lower part of

the mine, beside the River Lyd. We can return

back up this track for a shorter, less challenging

walk of about a mile. Alternatively some of us

could return along the Lyd, which is rougher

going and rocky in parts (1.5 miles). Please wear

suitable footwear and appropriate clothing.

Please contact Hilary (01566 783396) to

register your interest so that we can inform

you if the trip has to be cancelled for any

reason (unless you signed up at the March

meeting). Visitors are very welcome. Charge

£2 for members, £3 for non-members.

The Royal Devon & Exeter’s Hospital

Radio
So many of you have been kind enough to ask

how the station is getting on? At last after over

2 years of running automated programmes we

have been able to return to the studio and

broadcast live again!

Exciting times for all of us although we are still

unable to visit the wards and talk to the

patients. 

If you have friends or relatives in the R D &

E,you are able to send a request for them. The

easiest way is via the website

www.hospitalradioexeter.com . Follow a few

simple instructions and your request will go out

between 8 - 9pm,  Monday to Friday.

Tim Axten

Hospital Radio Exeter

For sale

Back Support 

The Restored -That feels better model

Size: Large

Double adjustment for lumbar

comfort

£10 (New £25) 

Never worn

Mobile:

07510366033 
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Sunday worship for April

Sunday 3rd
9.30am Holy Communion at Sourton : Rev Adrian

Brook
11am Methodist Chapel: Cafe church in the Ark:

Rev Chris Jackson

Sunday 10th  Palm Sunday
9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget’s: Rev

Adrian Brook                                             
 11.00am Methodist Chapel: Gary Yates

Thursday 14th

7pm Methodist Chapel: Agape meal and reflection.

Friday 15th Good Friday
10.00am Methodist Chapel, Good Friday service

Sunday 17th – Easter Sunday

9.30am Easter Day service at St Bridget’s

11.00am Easter Day service at Methodist Chapel:
Viki Brown

Sunday 24th

9.30am Morning Prayer at St Bridget’s:
Caroline North   

 11.00am Methodist Chapel

Sunday 1st May
Sunday morning in the Ark: Drop in anytime

between 10.30 -12.30 Coffee/ tea toast and chat

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Ark
Is open for teas and coffee and a chat on

Tuesday and Thursday

from 10am to 12 noon

and 2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Do come and join us, you will be made most

welcome.

-------------------------------

There will be a Coffee Morning with a cake

stall in the ARK on 

Saturday 9th April, 10 till 12.

Do come, meet up with friends. All welcome.

You will find us on Launceston Road,

Bridestowe.

You can also hire it for birthdays/meetings

etc. Please contact Brian Maddaford (861402)

The Over 60’s
Lunch will meet

on Tuesday 12th
April. 

Gathering at 12

noon for lunch at 12.30pm.

If you are unable to attend please ring
Jennifer on  861592.

National  Garden Scheme

Andrew’s Corner Skaigh Lane, Belstone, EX20 1RD

Sunday 10th April 2pm - 5pm

Sunday 17th & Monday 18th April

Pre-booking available but it is not essential. 

Join us as we enter our 51st year of opening and take a walk on the wild side in this tranquil

moorland garden. April openings highlight magnolias, trillium and the lovely erythroniums. In

early May the maples, rhododendrons and unusual shrubs provide interest: late May brings the

flowering davidia, cornus, embothrium and the spectacular blue poppies.

Refreshments: Home-made teas.  Admission: Adult: £5.00 Child: Free
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The Jubilee Community Orchard

On a very blustery day the intrepid Orchard

Tree Planting Team, Ian, Chris, John and

Diane  braved the gale force elements and

planted the final two trees in the Jubilee

Orchard.  We now have a total of 10 fruit

trees. Joining the already planted crab apple,

plum, Bramley and Cox’s Orange Pippin,  the

following apple trees have been added:

Adams’ Pearmain: Dessert: red-brown with

a rich nutty flavour and one of the most

popular varieties in Victorian England,

probably originating from Norfolk.

Charles Ross: a true dual purpose apple

making it good as a sweet dessert apple and

also a reasonable cooker. It is a cross

between Cox’s Orange Pippin, and an older

English cooking apple called Peasgood

Nonsuch. 

Cobra: another dual purpose apple. It’s  a

recent cross made between a Cox’s Orange

Pippin and a Bramley seedling, hence the

name.

Kidds Orange Red: a high quality dessert

apple that is sweet crisp and aromatic

Laxton’sEpicure: a very high quality early

dessert apple 

Scrumptious an excellent modern English,

early, red, dessert apple and  children love

them.

Bridestowe is clearly bucking the trend...

Orchards more than halved in England and

Wales since 1900s

New research by the National Trust reveals a

56% decline in the total area of orchards in

England and Wales since the early 1900s,

resulting in huge losses to vital wildlife

habitats. 

England and Wales have lost 56% of their

overall orchards (modern and traditional)

since 1900. Traditional orchards have been

hit particularly hard, experiencing a decline of

81% – an area almost the size of the West

Midlands.The loss of orchards across England

and Wales has a huge impact of wildlife.

“Traditional orchards and the blossom they

bring creates valuable early nectar sources

for insects which are often foraging for scarce

resources in the early spring,” said John

Deakin, Head of Trees and Woodland at the

National Trust.

“These native, historic varieties, together with

other trees like blackthorn and hawthorn which

also have amazing spring blossom, mature at a

faster rate than other larger native species such

as oak. They therefore provide an important

bridge for insects that rely on their particular

ecosystems which is one of the reasons why

planting more blossom trees is such a vital part

of our ambitions.”

The south-west, which was home to the

largest area of orchards at the beginning of

the 20th Century, has experienced the loss of

nearly 24,000Ha (around 74 per cent), over

twice the size of Bristol – of its orchards, the

single biggest loss in terms of hectares of any

region.
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 The grass is mown regularly along the

margins where the trees are planted and a

mulch has been applied around each tree to

suppress grass and weeds. The trees are

being watered regularly, especially during this

dry spell. The trees have been paid for by

local people in memory of someone dear to

them. We hope to be planting  more trees in

the autumn.

Do go and have a stroll round the orchard

where buds are already appearing on the

trees.



The 59 Lottery Club - raising funds

for Bridestowe Village Hall

The  59 Lottery Club  is a money raising

scheme run by  Bridestowe Village Hall

Management Committee  that gives you a

chance to have a flutter and at the same

time support your village hall financially. It’s

based around the National Lottery’s bonus

ball.

All profit goes to Hall funds and will help

pay for maintenance projects and new

equipment.

It offers a single monthly prize of £100.

 Each member is allocated a number from 1

to 59 and pays £1 a week for the privilege. If

your number corresponds to the bonus ball

drawn in the National Lottery Draw on the

final Saturday of the month, you win a

£100 prize.  If an unallocated number

comes up then  there will be a rollover, so

£200 in prize money. Should that in turn fall

to an unallocated number then the prize

will be awarded according to the bonus ball

drawn the previous week. We have had a

couple of rollovers.

You can make one annual payment of £52 

or two half yearly payments of £26.

Payment can be made by cheque or BACS

transfer or cash. 

I am contacting existing members hoping

they will renew their membership. If  you

fancy joining our merry band, please

contact me for full details and an

application form.

Alison Young  01837 861157

ali.young53@btinternet .com

There was no winner on the 26th March so

now £200 awaits a lucky member holding

the right number on 30th April

 

Bridestowe in Bloom
 will be starting on 28th May in time for the

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend celebrations

the following week .

This year there’s a red, blue and white theme

and there will be ribbons and signs available in

the shop nearer the time to go with your

displays .

Your display can be in any medium and if you

are stuck for ideas, please ring Jenny on 861256 

or Georgina on 861183

Let’s make Bridestowe  Bloom  even 

better this year .

                 CREAM TEAS

In aid of St Thomas à Becket Church,

Sourton

Served at Sourton Parish Hall on 

on Monday April 18th

and Sunday  May 1st

1.30 p.m. to 5.30p.m. . 
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Buy sacks of potatoes -

marfona - £10 a bag.

Ring Graeme Horn

01837 861223 or

07703 729 306.  

Free delivery 

Lunar cycle for April
  New moon       1st

  First quarter     9th 

  Full moon        16th

  Last quarter    23rd

Live music at Tavistock Wharf...

The Cuckoo Collective with support Du

Glas

Friday 15th April at 8:30pm

Local band The Cuckoo Collective are returning

to the Wharf on April 15th,  to satisfy the

many requests to perform again for their

loyal and eager fans. Performing an eclectic

mix of Soul and Funk classics, this 9- piece

band are sure to get you up on your feet

moving to the groove and strutting your

stuff. Funky Diva Clare Pettinger fronts the

band in a unique and energetic display of

vocal and visual exuberance, such that you

will wonder where the energy comes from.

The answer is …in the music. Come and

experience for yourself the transformative

and regenerative impact of a big Funk and

Soul sound.

Du Glas offer their own original brand of

roots music, combining influences from

Americana and British folk-rock. Born out of

the vibrant Cornish music scene, their sound

is inventive and energetic, drawing on

traditional melodies and marrying them to a

modern rhythmic feel. Their energy and

musicianship, combined with a great

selection of songs, guarantee an enthusiastic

response wherever they play.

Prices

From 6pm on the night £12.00

In Advance £10.00

 Seated+Standing

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.   £5
per hour.  Please  call Tiggs on
01837 861 144. References
available on request

Okehampton Recycling Centre

Exeter Road Industrial Estate

Okehampton

EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

April to September

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm         
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Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline -

if you or someone close to you is dying,

you can talk to us.

At the Anne Robson Trust we aim to be

there to listen to anyone who faces dying

or the imminent death of someone they

care about.  We know that facing the end

of life can leave you feeling isolated and

alone. 

Being able to access support is so

important. Gaining knowledge of what

may happen towards the end of life and

being prepared helps both the person

dying and their loved ones to feel a sense

of control.

Calls are free and confidential. Call us on 

0808 801 0688 - we have time to talk

Please visit
www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service

to find out more.



Movie Watch - March 2022
 

You have a head start over me this month,

providing an excellent opportunity to make

myself look more foolish than usual.

I’m sitting here typing away on Friday,

instructed to submit copy before the BaSE

shutters clang down over the weekend. The

Academy Awards ceremony takes place in Los

Angeles on Sunday, meaning you’ll know the

results before this month’s BaSE lands with a

thud on Bridestowe doormats. 

In the Best Picture category I nailed my colours

firmly to Kenneth Branagh’s Belfast back in

January and that remains the most enjoyable

film I’ve seen in the last 12 months. The critics,

on the other hand, make it a straight fight

between the beautifully-shot but somewhat

ponderous Power of the Dog, discussed here

last month, and CODA, with Belfast likely to

finish a distant third.

Sadly, CODA is one of those films given limited

cinema distribution in California, thereby

qualifying it for the Oscars. Currently the only

way to see the film in the UK is via the Apple

TV+ streaming service, to which we don’t

subscribe. However the situation may well

change should the film scoop the big prize, so

keep an eye on the New Carlton listings.

As so few people in this country have actually

seen CODA, I can’t offer much in the way of

guidance. The Guardian describes it as ‘a

formulaic yet sweet-natured crowd pleaser,’ a

description that wouldn’t have me rushing into

Okehampton. But then the extraordinary

Shape of Water defied any logical description

before rightly collecting Best Picture honours

in 2018.

The film stars British actress Emilia Jones

(daughter of Aled) as a Coda – a hearing child

of deaf adult parents – who helps her family

run their fishing business in Gloucester,

Massachusetts. 

On that basis it sounds a bit schmaltzy but the

reviews suggest it’s actually very funny and

Troy Kutsor, who runs the family business, is

widely tipped to win the award for Best

Supporting Actor.  The critics all seem to love

the film, so we’ll have to go and see it. If we can.

For what it’s worth, two days before the

ceremony, I have a feeling CODA might just

sneak past The Power of the Dog to win Best

Picture. I’m fairly sure Jane Campion will be

named Best Director for The Power of the

Dog and I suspect Belfast will win plaudits but

nothing more tangible, except perhaps Best

Screenplay.

Our only March cinema visit was to see The

Duke, starring Jim Broadbent and Helen

Mirren. Like almost everything we’ve seen

recently, The Duke is loosely based on a true

story.

In 1961 Kempton Bunton, a 60-year-old

Newcastle taxi driver, stole Goya’s portrait of

the Duke of Wellington from the National

Gallery. He followed up with a series of ransom

notes offering to return the painting, but only if

the Government increased spending on care

for the elderly.

It subsequently transpired that Kempton,

superbly played by Jim Broadbent, hadn’t

stolen the painting at all. His son had actually

been responsible, but that detracts not at all

from the story. 

  

Broadbent is terrific and very funny although,

to be fair, he gets all the good lines. By contrast

Helen Mirren, playing the long-suffering Mrs

Bunton, ambles through the film without

appearing to give much of herself to the role.

Nevertheless this is a lovely piece. It won’t win

any awards but you could do a lot worse than

invest a couple of hours in a delightful little

story.

Notwithstanding Oscar winners, April’s titles at

the New Carlton don’t look especially exciting.

However we’ll certainly go to see The

Phantom of the Open, starring the wonderful

Mark Rylance. 

Yet another film based around a true story,

this one sounds very funny. It recounts the

ridiculous tale of Maurice Flitcroft, a crane

operator from Barrow-in-Furness who

somehow managed to secure entry into the

qualifying rounds for the 1976 Open

Championships, despite never
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having played a round of golf in his life. He

subsequently carded a score of 121, the worst

ever recorded at the Open. I shall report back.

For Potter fans, Jude Law and Eddie

Redmayne star in Fantastic Beasts: The

Secrets of Dumbledore while Operation

Mincemeat, with Colin Firth and Matthew

Macfadyen and billed for at least three

months, is finally scheduled to appear on

15th April. 

In similar vein, Downton Abbey: A New Era

has been trailed for so long that Hugh

Bonneville appears on the show reel, wishing

us all a Merry Christmas. No, really. Whatever,

the film is due for general release on 29th

April. Probably.

On the television front, I can break fresh

ground this month with a strong and

confident recommendation for The Ipcress

File, currently showing on ITV. You can either

stick with the original scheduling and watch at

9pm on Sundays, or go to the ITV Hub, as we

did, and binge all six episodes. 

I don’t remember the original version, starring

Michael Caine in an adaptation of Len

Deighton’s 1962 novel, so the story was new

to me. I rarely watch anything much on ITV

but have to report that this is just the most

terrific spy thriller. 

Joe Cole is excellent in Caine’s iconic Harry

Palmer role, right down to the trademark

thick-framed glasses, while the ice-cool and

ludicrously beautiful Lucy Boynton makes a

perfect foil to Cole’s smart and streetwise East

End rascal. We both loved it.

Netflix subscribers pointed us towards

Inventing Anna, the true story of the

extraordinary Anna Sorokin. Anna posed as a

rich German heiress, successfully conning

friends and major banks out of huge sums

before being convicted of fraud in 2019. Anna

is played by Julia Garner, superb as Ruth in

Ozark. 

With nine one-hour episodes, the series starts

slowly but builds progressively. In the end we

were hooked, but we had wavered after the

first two or three and could easily have

walked away at that point. I’m glad we stuck

with it.

Other shows on my list include The Woman

in the House Across the Street from the

Girl in the Window on Netflix. We’ve still not

seen this one but mostly I’m showing off that I

can remember the full title. Next month,

maybe?

That’ll do for March. Enjoy CODA, or possibly

The Power of the Dog. Who knows, maybe

even Belfast?

David Harrison

March 2022

Your Mobile Library visits

Bridestowe - White Hart

every 4 weeks.

 It will be in Bridestowe on Wednesday 6th

April 14:30 -15:15

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books so why not make use of this

very convenient supply

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries

 BRIDESTOWE READING

 GROUP

 Our next meeting will be

held on Thursday 7th

April. Start time is 19:30.

We will be discussing Ann

Cleeves The Darkest Evening. DCI Vera

Stanhope returns in  the ninth novel of her

enduringly popular series.

The venue has not  been confirmed but I will

be contacting members.

Contact Neil on neil@neiledgson.com or

01566 783529.
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Bridestowe Parish Council

Chair’s Annual Report March 2022

Although the past year has been

overshadowed by the pandemic virus, there is

a feeling that some return to normality

beckons. Re-establishing face to face council

meetings has been welcome and without

doubt are a more effective way of conducting

business. Last year the Council marked the

death of the Duke of Edinburgh in April and

this year looks forward  to celebrating the

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June.

To everyday matters: a vandalised dog waste

bin was replaced along the old Launceston

Road. The council has responsibility for the

defibrillator attached to the outside wall of

Riverside Stores and new pads were bought

with the out-of-date ones donated to Joe Rice

for his first aid training session.

The council continues to maintain the

churchyard, cemetery and Sporting Green.

Grass cutting is a major outlay but the

contractor offers an excellent service and

costs have been kept constant over several

years. 

A safety check by ROSPA of the Sporting Green

play equipment is carried out annually as well

as weekly checks  by Parish Councillor, Gayle

Leando.  The project to replace the multiplay

equipment and the deteriorating play surface

beneath it gains momentum. A questionnaire

was circulated to residents and now a clearer

idea of what is wanted has been obtained. The

council has shown its commitment by setting

aside £5000 for the project. The next stage is

to apply for grant funding. 

The council tries to ensure that the cemetery

remains well maintained and tidy and income

from burials contributes to upkeep costs. The

hedge on the roadside has been trimmed and

it is hoped to keep it at a manageable height.

The council is grateful to those that

contributed to the cost and installation of a

sturdy new replacement bench on a concrete

plinth in the cemetery - it is a handsome

addition. 

The plan for a community orchard  is coming

to fruition. Along the field margin below the

cemetery fruit trees are being planted, ten to

date. The trees are donated by local residents

in memory of people dear to them. It has been

suggested that it is called the Jubilee

Community Orchard. The orchard is part of a

continuing initiative to make Bridestowe a

more nature friendly village. Trees within the

parish are greatly valued and Parish Councillor

Terry Pritchard has taken on the role of Tree

Warden - he is a tree enthusiast and has ideas

on how to raise the profile of trees within our

area, including a possible ‘Tree Trail.’

When it came to setting the budget and

precept for 2021/22 in January, the council was

mindful of the financial strain that comes with

the steep increase in energy prices and it

chose not to increase the precept for the third

year running. 

We ensure that the council complies with the

latest codes of conduct, data protection and

financial regulations; relevant documents can

be found on Bridestowe’s website that

demonstrate this. The council’s finances are

audited both internally and externally. The

external audit too can be viewed on the

website.

Grants were awarded to Okehampton Ring

and Ride, Citizens Advice and the BaSE

newsletter. 

The council continues to provide sand and

sacks for flood defence and the sand is to be

transferred into a large, black plastic storage

bin in the White Hart car park with the kind

permission of Mike and Sarah.

Although an appeal for volunteers for a flood

response team didn’t bear fruit, the council is

confident people most affected are well

prepared.

General advice and contact details for flooding

and other possible emergencies is given in the

Emergency Home Plan on the Bridestowe

website and a paper copy can be picked up

from Riverside Stores.

 Following a zoom presentation on promoting

resilience within communities last summer I

was impressed by techniques for natural flood

management.  Measures, such as leaky dams,

implemented upstream can minimise the

impact of flooding. I have been  in contact with

Tom Dauben, Flood & Coastal Risk

Management Senior Advisor at
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Environment Agency and registered

Bridestowe’s interest in being part of the

Dartmoor Project.

The council monitors footpaths within the

parish although it is grateful to  local

volunteers who do the leg work. An impressive

report with photographs was presented to the

council by the volunteers, illustrating any 

shortcomings; these will be addressed by

Devon County Council’s  Highways

department. 

The council appraises all planning applications

and submits comments on each to WDBC. Site

meetings are arranged in most cases to gain a

fuller appreciation of the intent and impact of

the application.

The referendum result in favour of accepting

the joint Neighbourhood Plan in August 2021

has meant the council can make reference to

the Plan when making comments on

applications. There were strong objections to

the Town Meadow Phase 2 application and the

council was heartened  that West Devon

Borough Council appeared to take note of the

points raised and decided to refuse the

application. 

Every year the Parish Council purchases a

wreath of poppies which is laid at the war

memorial on Remembrance Sunday. This year

it is hoped that a handmade wreath of knitted

poppies will be laid, one that is reusable. A

donation will be made to the Royal British

Legion as always. 

My thanks to the many volunteers from the

community who are always there to lend a

hand with maintenance work, carry out

general tidying and wage war on litter. The

telephone kiosk has been repainted and panes

of glass replaced  as it is transformed into a

book exchange. The two circular gardens

outside Riverside Stores have been tidied and

slate chippings spread for a neater look

although some daffodils have refused to be

rehomed!

My thanks to fellow councillors for their

contribution and for their support, advice and

encouragement to me in my role as Chair and

to our two ward members for their support

and input. My particular thanks go to our clerk,

Pete Daniels, for his diligent hard work.

Alison Young

A Few More Committed Skiers Always

Wanted!
Fully organised, all inclusive travel packages,

using mainstream holiday providers, which

means full ATOL/ABTA protection of your

booking.

NO hidden extras! Group bookings get

discounts so why pay full price?  

End of March 2022 UPDATE: Our week in

Corvara at the beginning of the month was

fabulous, in a very good hotel, skiing on very

well maintained Pistes (although no recent

new snows) with stunning Dolomite

Mountain scenery and wall to wall sunshine

every day. We will definitely be returning to

the Sella Ronda Region next year!

However the intended late season week

(departing 2nd/3rd April) is cancelled, mainly

due to the extortionate accommodation costs

being charged.

Date for Your Diary. Departing 15th

January 2023.  We will be skiing in

Montgenevre (France) that includes skiing

into Italy’s vast “Milky Way” Ski Region. An

initial reservation has already been made.

------------------------------------------------------------------

Bits and bobs...

* The damaged sign at the entrance to Beech

Tree Meadow has been reported to WDBC so

should be replaced.

* Extra copies of the newsletter have been

left at Riverside Stores for Combebow

residents.
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Events at Okehampton Library

Digital Devon

Book onto one of our free digital skills sessions

at Okehampton Library, to learn some basic

digital skills or improve and refresh existing

skills.  Bring in your own device or use our

public access computers.  Contact

Okehampton Library to have a chat about how

we can help you and book a digital session.

Booking essential.

Thursday 7th April General Digital

Support, tailored to your needs

Thursday 14th April General Digital Support,

tailored to your needs

Thursday 21st April General Digital Support,

tailored to your needs

More dates to be confirmed. 

Monday 11th April 11:00-11:45 – Make an

Easter or spring card.  Free activity for ages 5+.

Bookable in advance, all materials provided.

Monday 11th – Saturday 23rd April.  Animal

Easter Egg Hunt – Who’s egg is this?  Find all

the eggs hidden around the library.  Collect a

chocolate egg after completing the hunt.  Free

event during opening hours.

Wednesday 13th April 10:00-10:20 – Easter

Storytime Free, no booking necessary 

19th April 13:00-16:00 Planning end of life care

delivered by End of Life Doula UK

Free workshop covering

    • Who will speak for you if in can no longer

speak for yourself

    • Advance decisions to refuse treatment

    • Do not attempt cardio pulmonary

resuscitation

    • Advance statements – your wishes and

preferences

    • Planning your funeral

    • Lasting power of attorney

    • Mental capacity/dementia  

To book a place visit:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/libraries-unlimit

ed-14663634921

If you require assistance to book online, please

speak to your local library.

REGULAR EVENTS

Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable craft project, for a chat with like-

minded crafters. Tea and coffee available at

70p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5s. Free. Booking Essential.

Baby Weighing – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30

Free self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh

their babies are available in a screened area

within the library.  This is a new partnership

between Libraries Unlimited and Devon Public

Health Nursing.

Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years. Free. No booking

necessary.

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+. Free. No booking

necessary.

The Secret Book Quest 

A completely FREE year-round reading

challenge for 5-12 year olds across Devon. To

take part, children need to sign up, read 50

books, collect stickers and solve the code.

 

Children under 8 must be accompanied to all

events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street,

Okehampton EX20 1AR

Okehampton@librariesunlimited.org.uk

01837 52805 

Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00 

Tuesday 09:00-18:00 

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday 09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00
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SOURTON NEWS

From the registers

Sam Firth and Danielle Humphrey were

married on 18th March

Sourton was looking its best for their wedding.

It was a perfect calm sunny day with a mass of

daffodils out in the churchyard. We wish Sam

and Danielle  every happiness.

………………………………………………………………………

Geraldine Jury has been in hospital. We send

her our very best wishes and hope she will

soon be home again .

.Lent Lunches

The first of our lunches went well and those

who came enjoyed the variety of soup and

plentiful supplies of bread and cheese and

fruit. We are very grateful to those who

donated food, made soup and helped on the

day and for those who supported us.

Cream Teas 

We will be holding our first cream teas on

Monday 18th April and Sunday 1st May

Also the 4 Sundays in August from 1.30 till

5.30 p.m.

Services April

3rd April 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion  

10th April 9.30 . Holy Communion at

Bridestowe

15th April Good Friday  12.00  Devotional Hour

17th April Easter Day  8.00    Holy Communion

24th April 9.30. Morning Prayer

Our APCM will be held in the church after the

service.

Would you like to book

 Sourton Parish Hall?
Sourton Parish  Hall has good facilities and

would be suitable for a variety of functions

and meetings. It offers a large hall, kitchen,

disabled toilet, committee room and large

stage. It has disabled /wheelchair access

with ramped entrances. 

To book or for more information email:

sourtonvh@gmail.com

Website -  www.sourtonvillagehall.org.uk

Facebook - Sourton Village Hall SourtonVH  

Harvey Greenfield is Running Late: 
A one-man, one-act comedy play by Paul

Richards

Saturday 9 April 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM

Dogberry and Finch Books, 15 St James St,

Okehampton EX20 1DJ

A groundbreaking one-man piece of comedic

theatre that asks a simple question: Is it

possible to please everyone, all of the time?

And at what cost to your family and health? In

this fast and frenetic comedy, award-winning

writer/performer Paul Richards explores our

need to please, and why it’s sometimes

healthy to, every now and then, just sit in a

shed and play Subbuteo by yourself, eating

biscuits and listen to Meat Loaf.

The show ran at the Edinburgh Fringe in 2019

to critical acclaim. A run in the heart of

London’s West End followed in early 2020,

and it is now being developed into a feature

film.

Okehampton’s Dogberry & Finch Books is

delighted to be hosting the opening

performance of Paul’s 2022 UK Tour, which

ends in Glasgow.

‘He makes Lee Evans seem narcoleptic by

comparison... Ingeniously written and

powerfully performed.’ The Swindonian

Tickets £6
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National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 This month’s update is a little more tricky than

usual. As I write this in mid-March work is still

ongoing to (hopefully) get the full gorge open

from Tuesday 29 March. So I’m sure that’s all

gone to plan and we’ve managed to open!

Obviously, the weather likes to play tricks on

us when we set an opening date too, so I’m

just keeping everything crossed.

It’s really exciting to have the Devil’s Cauldron

open for the first time in just over two years.

We hope to be busy over Easter with a fully

interactive family trail as well as the walking

trails to keep you all busy. The wildflowers

should be looking great well into May, and as

we’re usually quieter then, you can explore at

your leisure. It’ll be lovely to see everyone

enjoying the drama of the ravine and Devil’s

Cauldron again.

The Tramper will be returning to the gorge for

2022. It’s available for anyone to hire and can

access Whitelady Waterfall and the bird hide.

It’s essential to book well in advance as dates

will depend on staff availability. To hire the

Tramper you need to be a member of

Countryside Mobility, so if you’re not already

we will sign you up on the day. It costs £10.00

per year or £2.50 for a two week ‘taster

membership’ which then gives access to

Trampers at over 50 other locations in their

hire network. 

If you, or someone you know, has their own

off-road mobility scooter and would like to

visit us with that, please get in touch for

information about what equipment we’d

recommend.

What’s coming up…

Easter adventures in nature at Lydford

Gorge

Tue 5 to Mon 18 Apr, between 10am and

4.30pm  £3 per trail. Last entry 4pm. 

Pick up the activity pack then follow the

bespoke trail around the orchard. Find and

complete the 10 nature-inspired activities. Can

you mix up a mud pie for an earthworm, try

out a job as a honey bee, and get a feel for

spring? The prize is a Rainforest Alliance

chocolate egg or an allergen-free alternative.

Sketching in the gorge with Learn Devon

Thu 28 Apr, 11am-1pm

Draw in nature, explore the delights of Lydford

Gorge and draw what catches your eye –

plants, trees, land and sky, from the tiniest

lichens to the majestic waterfall. All materials

will be provided. Call 0345 155 1014 or email

learndevon@devon.gov.uk to find out more.

Opening Times 29 March to 30 October

Lydford Gorge trails 10-5*Tues - Sunday

Tea-rooms

10.30-4.30**Tues - Sunday

Second-hand bookshop    10-4.30**

    Tues - Sunday

 

Open Mondays on bank holidays and in the

school holidays.

*1-30 Oct: close 4. **1-30 Oct: close 3.30. 

Please check our website for up to date

information.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, Nr

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    Registered Charity

Number 205846

Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Tel: 01822 820320    Registered Charity

Number 205846

 

Les Sort It!

I am expanding my gardening

business and offer a variety of skills.

No job turned down. 

All jobs considered.

Honest, hardworking and reliable.

Any inquiries please call

Les 07591761096
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QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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For all
things
Usborne

For more information on
Usborne books, please contact:

Jackie Butler
Independent Usborne
Organiser   Elsie’s Book
Corner       

 07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com

Find me on Facebook  - Elsie’s
Book Corner

Nr Okehampton, Devon                   Tel: 01837 861318

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm       

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open all
day from 12 midday

Home-cooked food served 
between 12 - 2pm and

 6pm - 9pm

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. Booking is
advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

Wednesday 13th April
Quiz night in aid of the
Friends of Bridestowe

School

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
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TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open space

for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West Devon

Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet whilst in our

care. 

We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are from £10 - £14 per day between 7am to 7pm. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email info@muttleymanorkennels.co.uk

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
BaSE  Page  23

A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Maintenance 

  Emergency repairs 

Complete property service 

Tel: 07540 956 379           

info@magnamaintenance.com

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

Magna Carpentry

Malcolm Head

Tel: 07540 956 379           

www.magnacarpentry.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs & parts

Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges

Tel: 07591 655072                      Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Glebe Park (Bridestowe Caravan Park)
The caravan park is taking bookings for 2022 for the touring side and holiday vans.

Luxury 6 berth, centrally heated, double glazed, static caravans are available for

hire, either for the week or for short breaks.  Details on request  01837 861261

www. glebe-park.co.uk

Calor Gas /Camping Gas sales Payments by

card are now accepted.

Laundrette facilities available for washing &

drying, 9am until 5pm every day. Tokens

available from Reception.
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Robert & Nicholas McNamara

01566 783471
Specialists in round the clock

care, repair and maintenance of all of your

Plumbing and Central Heating Services

Domestic, Agricultural and Light Industrial

Domestic Oil Fired Boilers & associated

services 

Proper craftsmen taking a pride in what we

do!

07596 9972071 / 07599078805  

No call out charges

www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

BAKER’S BUILDING
Telephone: 01837 861 509

07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and

Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@Nailzbylottie

@Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

A new section is now open giving us more room. Plenty of
plants on offer. Why not drop in and see what we’ve got. 

John and Angie            01837 861866

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping service at

sensible prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have for valeting -

collection and delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604      Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Cob, Lime and Stone Laying Eco Buildings

Barn Conversions Lime plastering, Tadelakt & Venetian

Extensions Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings

Repointing Construction Skills Certification Scheme  reg.

Alister Polhill  Mob.  07518 908 876  Tel. 01822 820347

Email : alister.polhill@gmail.com

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping &

accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company

Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End

Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out

much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176

www.stokesaccountants.co.uk

We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery) -  Birthday Cakes  - Afternoon Tea

Cakes - Treat Boxes and much more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.
Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Our Brownies are also on sale in Riverside Stores 
 Fully Qualified and Insured 

Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon
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The Moor Hair Co 

at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced

team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high

standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,

                  call 01837 658696      



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)

BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478                            Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.

Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates



Please complete this form to reserve a Platinum Jubilee coin for children

aged 0 - 16 years inclusive living in Bridestowe parish

Name:

Address:

Contact phone no:

Child’s/children’s names: 

Total number of coins required:

Please return this form to Bridestowe Primary School, Treetops or Riverside

Stores by Monday 11th April.

The Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen 2022 UK £5 Brilliant* Uncirculated Coin 

Bridestowe Parish Council intends to buy this coin for

every child between the age of 0 - 16years inclusive

who lives in the parish. The council needs to know

exactly how many coins to buy and to whom they are

going to be distributed, wanting  to ensure no one

misses out.

(*Brilliant Uncirculated coins retain the brilliance and

lustre they had when they were fresh from the mint.)
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