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Smiles all round at Bridestowe’s Platinum Jubilee celebratory party and
Picnic in the Park

If you have a look

at the online

version of BaSE

via Bridestowe’s

or Sourton’s

website , you will

see how

colourful these

photos are.

Read more about

the day on page 5



The Vicar writes...

Searching through the church archives I came
across an old minutes book from Sourton PCC,

all beautifully handwritten. Anyone who’s been

on a PCC will recognise a lot of these extracts.

Jubilee celebrations! - these were for King

George V

1935  “The vicar said that the service for the Silver

Jubilee was to be held on May 12th, in
commemoration of the 25 years of the reign of

our King and Queen.
The sermon would be preached by the minister

from Fordda, who would also read the lessons.”
Charitable giving.

1936  “Mrs Hamlyn proposed that the collection
at the Harvest Thanksgiving weekday service

should be sent to Okehampton Hospital instead

of overseas missions, as the proceeds of the

vicarage bazaar in June, had been given to that

purpose.

Lady Hamilton seconded this and it was carried.”

Heating concerns

1939 “The vicar also mentioned that the church
stove was nearly worn out and that it would be

necessary to have a new heating apparatus
before the following winter. He suggested that

electric heating might be possible.”
War (again)

1941 “It was generally felt it would be inadvisable

to take the children away for an outing, owing to

the existing circumstances, due to the war.

It was proposed therefore, by Mrs. Doidge, that

the usual Sunday School outing should be

cancelled and that instead of it the children
should be given a Tea in the Vicarage garden and

that games, sports etc., should be provided. It was

suggested this should take place on June 15th or

22nd.

This was seconded by Mrs. Pellow and carried.”

Archbishops (dealt with appropriately)

1943 “The vicar explained that the meeting had

been called to discuss the suggestion made by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, that any unused brass

in churches might be released for the war effort.
After some discussion on the subject, Mrs. Guest

proposed that no brass in Sourton Church should
be given up. This was seconded by Lady Hamilton

and carried.
Those who were present appreciated that it was

right for the vicar to have called the meeting in
order that the question should be considered.”

Gratitude

1946 “Rev. Lawrence said that he had received a

letter of thanks from the Hills in appreciation of

the painting gift from the parish.

Rev.Lawrence also said that Mr. Philpotts Snr.

had given him £2 as thank offering for the safe

return of his two sons and he proposed to use it
for anything that required attention in the

church.”
Climate change and food security?

1947 “The vicar suggested a collection in church

for the Agricultural Relief Fund which was being

organised by the Farmers Union to bring relief to

the farmers of the flood distressed areas. It was

proposed that Mrs. Doidge should write a letter

for the May magazine before having the

collection.”

Squaddies

1952 “The sec. was asked to write to the Royal

Scots Fusiliers at the camp, Okehampton, to ask
for payment in respect of damages to the Church

Room incurred by the driver of a jeep.”

Mmm.

1955 “A new church stove is required and the

churchwarden was authorised to be in charge of

the matter.”

Vicars come and go, PCC’s keep the church

going.

1958 “Thanks were expressed to the Rev.

Kingdom by Lady Hamilton for all he had done
whilst being vicar of Sourton. This was seconded

by Mrs. Doidge and carried.”

Adrian Brook
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Notice of a Peal Attempt on St. Bridget’s

Bells

On August 5th at 10:00 a peal will be rung on

St.Bridget’s bells, with the kind permission of

the Parochial Church Council.

A peal is a continuous period of ringing

involving at least 5000 changes. In other

words the 6 bells change the order in which

they ring 5000 times.  It normally takes about

3 hours. The last full peal was rung in 2003,

and this will be only the 6th attempt at St.

Bridget’s since the first peal was recorded in

1963.

In a peal there is a basic set of defined

changes which have to be memorised by

each ringer in order to ensure that the bells

strike in the right place each time . There are

many possible sets but in this case the one

chosen goes by the name of Surpise Minor

(minor meaning “on 6 bells”), of which 7

variants (named after English counties) will

be rung.  However, in order to prevent

repetition of the same order, one ringer is

nominated as a conductor whose job it is to

modify the pattern of changes by giving

verbal instructions to the ringers.

For further information contact Bill Thirtle on

01837 861256

Carolyn Wixon is known for her work

depicting the coast and countryside of

the local area in acrylics and oils with

impressionistic flair. For her latest

work, she ventures farther afield,

inspired by her trip to the island

paradise of the Seychelles via the

Kenyan Coast and back home to

beautiful Cornwall.

“Sometimes we want to hold on to the

moment and share it. It’s why we take

photographs: to record a special

moment, a breathtaking view, a precious

person.

This is why I paint: to record the fleeting

and ephemeral: to capture the beauty

and emotion I see: to create something

that lasts for more than just a moment.”

CW

Dog fouling

Some time during the morning of

Wednesday 22nd June, a disgusting, selfish

dog owner has allowed their dog to

defecate in our front doorway and just

walked away leaving the excrement in a

position where it could be stood in by

anyone, including our young grandchildren.

If the owner was not in a position to deal

with their pet, they

could have knocked

on our door and we

would have been

happy to provide

them with plastic

bags to clear it up.

I am aware this is

an increasing

problem in our

village. If you own a

dog then that

comes with

responsibilities. 

The selfish minority need to seriously

consider their actions and for the sake of

everyone, clean up the mess their dogs

leave behind. 

Alan and Jane Nield
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Bridestowe Queen Bees

are back!

The Bees are back and

looking forward to some

interesting activities over

the next few months.  

Subs will stay at £25 for the year, which covers

the cost of room hire and some of the charges

for activities.  A charge of £3 per evening will

be for occasional visitors.  We will also be

reintroducing teas and coffees.

We have changed the meeting dates to the

second Thursday in the month starting at

7.30pm in the Margaret Moore Suite at

Bridestowe Village hall.

Definite dates for your diary:

Thursday 14th July at 7.30pm in the

Margaret Moore Suite at Bridestowe Village

hall.  Our newest member, Jenny Smith, has

kindly volunteered to show us how to make

paper roses to celebrate summer - so come

along and give it a go!

Thursday 8th September - Auction evening

with Bearnes Hampton & Littlewood at the Ark

with tea, coffee and cakes

Thursday 13th October - glass etching with 

Ann

Thursday 10th November - Kris Albon

demonstrates how to do ‘Book art’

Friday 2nd December - Bingo Night at

Bridestowe Village hall with super prizes!!

All of our fundraising events raises money for

the group and 50% goes to charity.

New members and visitors are always

welcome so please put a date in the diary for

future meetings.  

We look forward to seeing you - full details of

future events will appear in BaSE and look out

for our new Facebook page coming soon!

Bridestowe Queen Bees

VACANCY

    Northlew Parish Council
Northlew Parish Council is seeking a new

Parish Clerk/Responsible Finance Officer (RFO)

• The post is home based (approx. 25 hours a

month) and hours are flexible with exception

of Council meetings which are set monthly

• We are looking for an enthusiastic and self-

motivated person with good interpersonal,

verbal, written and IT skills

• Experience is preferable but on job training

will be provided to gain a certificate of local

council administration (CiLCA).

• It is important you have internet access at

home. A laptop will be provided.

• Salary will be in accordance with National

Association of Local Council guidelines Scales

LC1 (£10.63 – £11.73 per hour) dependent on

experience and qualifications.

If you wish to apply or seek further

information, please email the Chair at:-

cminers@northlewparishcouncil.org.uk.

Closing date for applications: 31 July 2022

The Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty The

Queen 2022 UK £5 Brilliant* Uncirculated

Coin 

Bridestowe Parish Council has some coins left

over so please get in contact if you would like

to buy one.They cost £10 each. Contact Jo

Pritchard on 07825 512 154.  
(*Brilliant Uncirculated coins retain the brilliance

and lustre they had when they were fresh from

the mint.)
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It’s not too late to acquire

one of these..



Bridestowe’s Celebration Party & Bring

your own Picnic
What a day! It didn’t start well though did it?

Strong, gusty winds, torrential rain and even

thunder and lightning. One gazebo took off,

landing in a mangled heap, but the weather

bucked up and you all turned out and what fun

was had. There was music, singing and laughter

as the community came together to celebrate

the Platinum Jubilee. The duck races and welly

wanging were very popular, not to mention the

tug o war where history was made when the

men won. Now that’s a first.

As always there are lots of people to thank.

Lisa and Paul were at great pains to do this on

the day so here is their thank you list in print: 

A huge thank you to you all for coming to celebrate

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - it wouldn’t have been

so successful if it wasn’t for you.  It was a bit hit and

miss with the weather at first and we were battling

to hold down the gazebos but the weather was kind

to us in the end. 

There are a number of specific people here we need

to express our thanks to:

    • The Parish Council for providing the grant for

the event.

    • St Bridget’s Church and Adrian Brook for  kindly

lending  the magnificent marquee (photo)

• And  everybody who volunteered to put up the

marquee. It was a challenge but we got there in the

end. 

    • The Methodist Church and Brian Maddaford for

lending the tables and chairs

    • The Dartmoor Commoners  for their generous

donation that met half the cost of the Platinum

Jubilee coins that were distributed free to every

child resident in the parish of Bridestowe.

   •  The Parish Council for paying the rest! 

    • Charlie Vernon for reserving and obtaining ‘the

royal throne’ and Glebe Park and Caroline and

Darren Baker for meeting the cost of it.

    • Sarah, Mike, Hannah and Oliver from the White

Hart for the bar and providing valuable support in

putting this event together plus providing a prize

for the quiz

    • Dave and Lynn Heenan for creating the

Jubilee treasure hunt/quiz and providing

wonderfully decorated prizes and assistance.

    • David Trant for providing the stage with

newly painted steps, hay bales for extra seating

and the vintage Fergie tractor - a 1952 model.

    • Lyndsay and Paul and family for

volunteering with flyer distribution and running

the activities  plus their general support

throughout.

    • Esther and Patrick Winter plus the village hall

committee for the loan of gazebos and other

equipment.

    • Warren Gilmore, Sophie Friend and Robyn

Hughes for the bracelet making, face painting

and hair braiding, all of which have donated

their time, effort and equipment.

    • Bill Thirtle for the bell ringing which heralded

the start of the event 

    • Caroline, Darren and Charlie Baker for

running the tug of war.

    • Jo Pritchard for organizing the power supply

    • Rose, Debbie and Terry Pritchard, our

brilliant chefs for the day

    • Colin and Michaela  of Riverside Stores for

the ice cream and sundries 

    • Steve Dott and Pippa McDougall for the

excellent singing

    • Jenny Thirtle and Georgina Hodgson for

prettyifying the village with ‘Bridestowe in

Bloom’ and for the floral decorations in St

Bridget’s Church 

         • Gerald for organizing the recycling and

general rubbish and helping hold down gazebos

    • Chris, Helen Proctor and family for helping

clear up the morning after.

    • And if we’ve have missed anybody we

apologise but please know it was all greatly

appreciated.  Thank you  

Lisa and Paul didn’t include their own names

of course but  without their hard work,

excellent organisation and generosity, the

event would never have been such an

unqualified success.

From donations on the day (and inclusive of

Gift Aid), £105 was given to Devon Farming

Community Network, a voluntary

organisation and charity that supports

farmers and families within the farming

community through difficult times.
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Treetops Preschool 

& Extended Schools Provision
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Some Boundaries and Markers 

by Howard Barkell

  I don’t know how the apportionment of land

was arranged in Saxon and Norman times, but

it has always seemed strange to me how

random some parish boundaries appear to be.

As the local example, although Lydford parish

at one time contained the whole Forest of

Dartmoor, Lamerton, Peter Tavy and

Bridestowe parishes held land comparatively

close to Lydford village. Boundary changes

have been made in more recent times, such as

those in 1987, when the present Lydford

parish was formed, to alleviate some of those

apparent anomalies. 

When a group of farms was put on the market

in1836 including Dawe’s Fernworthy, Parsons’s

Fernworthy in Bridestowe, Hall Farm was in

Lamerton parish and Beardon in Petertavy.

Interestingly in the case of Beardon Wheal

Reform Mine was mentioned, later known as

Skitt Mine, which explored a lead lode on both

sides of the Lyd.

In 1851 places like Prescombe and Hall were

still in Lamerton parish. Changes made in 1885

put them and later builds like Watervale, Ingo

Brake, Raven Tor and Holmeleigh (sic) in

Brentor. The two Beardons and Bearwalls

were always part of Petertavy parish. An

ancient bond stone above Beardon, showing

where Petertavy and Lamerton parishes met,

is marked P on one face and L on the

opposite, although the mason couldn’t

remember which way a capital L faced!

A change which has never formally been

accepted, I believe, is the dispute between the

Commoners of Bridestowe and Sourton and

Okehampton Hamlets. The piece of land

involved is the area from Vellake Gate to the

boundary stone, incorrectly in my opinion

called Iron Catch Gate, down to Vellake Corner

on the West Okement.

The story goes that many years ago a dead

body was discovered on Bridestowe and

Sourton common land. The locals refused to

give the body a decent burial, possibly on

grounds of cost. Okehampton Hamlets

Commoners collected the body and buried it

which they claimed gave them common rights

on that piece of land. It is tempting to think

that the body was found near the present

boundary stone as that is close to the King

Way, the high road for travellers between

Tavistock and Okehampton in former times.

Another Okehampton ‘encroachment’ was

from Iron Catch Gate to Shelstone Tor, thence

in a straight line to an old boundary stone at

Sandy Ford.

King Edward VII’s Coronation Day on Thursday

26th June 1902 was to be followed by a Public

Holiday when Bridestowe and Sourton Bounds

were to be beaten accompanied by some

Okehampton commoners in an attempt to

sort out the problem. The postponement of

the Coronation at short notice due to the

King’s sudden illness did not deter the

commoners. It was agreed that at least one

bond mark was in the wrong place. At least

one other attempt was made to reach an

agreement, but I suspect ended in an impasse.

Suffice it to say that both sets of commoners

still claim the ‘triangle,’ but the Okement is

now taken as the boundary and is beaten from

an unmarked stone at Vellake Corner to a

newer stone on the right bank of the river at

Sandy Ford. The disputed O carved into a large

boulder well above the left bank of the river is

pointedly ignored by Bridestowe and Sourton.

Another anomaly is that on the map the

commons boundary goes from Sandy Ford to

Steng-a-Tor, thence to the Head of the

Rattlebrook before heading downstream past

the Peatworks to the bond stone in the marsh.

Nowadays the line beaten goes straight uphill

from Sandy Ford to Kitty Tor and downhill to

the Peatworks. No objections are made,

indicating the symbolic nature of the present

custom, rather than the practical. It is likely

that the custom of Beating the Bounds had

not been observed for many years until

revived at the end of nineteenth century when

with no written records to follow, folk memory

had become decidedly vague.

Bridestowe was once a ‘divided parish,’

physically if not in other ways! The area of

Longham some way below the White Lady on

the Lyd was cut off from the rest of the parish

by parts of what were then Lamerton and

Lewtrenchard. William Crossing quotes the old

couplet, ‘Lamerton and Lew cut Bridestowe in

two.’ Sales of oak coppice in 1869 and 73 refer

to Longham Wood in Bridestowe. In 1882 an

Inquiry was held at the

Workhouse, Okehampton to BaSE  Page  7



regularise the situation of divided parishes.

J.H.Newman of Coryton applied that Longham

and Longham Farm be added to Coryton

parish. He may have already owned the land

as part of his estate. There did not appear to

be any objections, but the result was not

reported. However in 1893 at Lifton Petty

Sessions a navvy was charged with taking

game (catching rabbits) at Longham in

Coryton, the property of T.H.Newman. He was

found guilty and fined 15 shillings plus costs

or 14 days hard labour. He chose prison, but

was probably so poor didn’t really have a

choice. He might have been lucky not to have

been caught in a mantrap, a large gin, like

smaller ones used more recently to catch

vermin by the leg.  One was still in existence at

Leawood a few years ago, fortunately hung

indoors on a wall instead of being set in a

game covert.

Nowadays most rights of way are marked by

finger posts. This is a great improvement from

fifty years ago when trying to walk some

footpaths was a matter of luck. They had

become so neglected that bridges and stiles

were derelict and in some places were

completely blocked by overgrown vegetation.

Formerly used mainly by labourers as

shortcuts to their place of work, they now

form a useful network of leisure routes.
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Sunday Worship for July

Sunday 3rd
9.30am Holy Communion at Sourton

11.00am Circuit service Fairplace Church,

Okehampton

Sunday 10th

9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget’s

11.00am Bridestowe Worship Group

Sunday 17th
11.00am  Joint service at Methodist Church with

Holy Sacrament. Led by Rev Jerry Cook

Sunday 24th
9.30am Morning Prayer at Sourton

11.00am Methodist Chapel: Led by Vicki Brown

Sunday 31st

11.00am Benefice Service tbc

10.30 – 12.30 Sunday morning in the Ark: Drop in

anytime for coffee or tea, cake and chat. Children’s
craft activities

As we enjoy the summer months, the beauty of

nature can often stop us in our tracks.  It may be
the light coming through the trees as we are

walking by a river, or the view from the top of a hill.
The writer of the hymn  “How great thou art”

summed it up in these words,

 When through the woods, and forest glades I wander, 
  and hear the birds sing sweetly In the trees. 

  When I look down, from lofty mountain grandeur
and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze.

 Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
 How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, To Thee, 
 How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

     When you are amazed by the beauty of nature
this summer, perhaps these words will come to

mind.                

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Ark
Is open for teas and coffee and a chat on

Tuesday and Thursday

from 10am to 12 noon

and 2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Do come and join us, you will be made most

welcome.

-------------------------------

There will be a Coffee Morning with a cake

stall in the ARK on 

Saturday 9th July, 10 till 12 noon.

Coffee - Tea - Cake stall and a chance for a

chat with friends. Do come and meet up with

friends. All welcome.

You will find us on Launceston Road,

Bridestowe.You can also hire it for

birthdays/meetings etc. Please contact Brian

Maddaford (861402)

The Over 60’s
Lunch will meet

on Tuesday 12th

July. 

Meeting at 12.15

for lunch at 12.30pm.
If you are unable to attend please ring

Jennifer on  861592.

Friends of St

Bridget’s 

AGM

Wednesday 7th July
2022

7.30pm in 

St Bridget’s church

   All welcome
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We support Ukraine and condemn the war. Push the Russian government to act
against war. Be brave, vocal and show your support to Ukraine.
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Wine & Wickets  - Women’s Softball

Cricket

Wednesday

Evenings 

6:30pm – 7:30pm

(weather

permitting)                                        No

experience necessary – everyone welcome!

Please come and join in for a fun and social

hour of softball cricket, especially for ladies

(14yrs+).

Just £2 per session

Includes FREE glass of fizz/wine

Please see our Facebook page - Bridestowe

Women’s Cricket

or contact Jo – 07825 512154

St Bridget’s Church gates

David Trant has very kindly refurbished the

church gates in Fore Street. They required

welding, removal of corrosion and

repainting and it was all done in time for

the  Platinum Jubilee celebrations and very

handsome they look too.

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING

GROUP

Dear members,

The meeting in July will be our summer

lunch at the Castle Inn, Lydford on Thursday,

July 21st at 12.30 p.m. Please note this is a

change of venue from the original list. 

We’ll need to leave the village at about 12.10.

I’ll be in touch soon about menu choices.

Hoping you can come, Ann Allan on 861551.

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.   £5
per hour.  Please  call Tiggs on
01837 861 144. References
available on request

 Bacon Baps 
 will be served on

Saturday  30th July

from 10 -12 noon at

Bridestowe Village Hall. (It won’t  clash

with the Treetops fund raising event, I

checked.)

Unfortunately there has been an increase in

the cost of the bacon; large packs are now £5

dearer than a month ago so there will be a

modest increase in the cost of the finished

article. 

During idle chatter in the kitchen at June’s

session, and there was a lot of that, it came to

light that a lot of people like a bit of butter on

their bacon bap. So, to show we are

responsive to our customers, this will be on

offer from now on.

As usual Mike Bidmead will be there with his

range of plants , all at very reasonable prices.

If you’re interested in hiring a table please get

in contact.  There’s only a small charge. 

Alison Young 01837 861157  
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Lunar cycle for July
 

 New moon       28th

  First quarter     7th 
  Full moon        13th

  Last quarter    20th



Common knapweed
Scientific name: Centaurea nigra

The tightly packed, thistle-like purple flower

heads of common knapweed bloom on all

kinds of grasslands. Also regularly called ‘black

knapweed, this plant attracts clouds of

butterflies.

Species information

Height: up to 1m

Conservation status Common

When to see: June to September

About the plant

Common knapweed, also known as ‘black

knapweed’ or ‘hardheads’ is a thistle-like plant

that can be found on all kinds of grasslands,

from roadside verges to woodland rides,

clifftops to lawns. It is in bloom from June to

September and is a huge favourite of all kinds

of butterflies,

including common

blues, marbled

whites and

meadow browns,

and is sometimes

covered in these

species.

How to identify

The bright pink-

purple ‘flowers’ of

common kanpweed are actually composite

flower heads made up of many small ‘florets’

(tiny flowers), surrounded by a crown of long,

ragged, pink bracts (leaf-like structures). It has

deeply divided, oblong leaves.

Distribution Widespread.

Habitats Grassland, heathland and moorland,

farmland, coastal,  woodland, towns and

gardens.

Did you know?

In days gone by eligible young women would

play a love-divination game by pulling out the

rays and putting the plucked knapweed flower

in their blouse. When as-yet unopened florets

began to bloom it would tell her the man of

her dreams was near. 

Most of the local names including ‘Bachelor’s

buttons’, ‘Blue bottle’ and ‘ Iron knobs’ are

explained by the hard, knobby heads, the

bottle-shaped involucre and the toughness of

the plant.

Knapweed was used for ruptures and wounds,

bruises, sores, scabs and sore throat, etc.

Due to its hardy and fast spreading nature,

common knapweed is considered an invasive

weed in North America.

How people can help

Our gardens are a vital resource for wildlife,

providing corridors of green space between

open countryside, allowing species to move

about. In fact, the UK’s gardens provide more

space for nature than all the National Nature

Reserves put together. So why not try planting

a few native plants like this one.

Okehampton Choral Society

presents.......

Leaving

Lockdown - an
hour of live

music made by local musicians 
    Saturday 2nd July               

        at 3.15pm 

         Fairplace Church, Okehampton

 The informal programme will appeal to all

ages.  Families welcome.

Guest performances from friends Ruth

Penrose (clarinet), Robby Cassels aged 13

(piano) and Christine and Roger

Clevendon(piano duet) 

Free admission
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For sale
Toyota Surf 4 X 4

1997 Gen 3

Turbi intercooled
MOT Feb 2023

Reliable New exhaust
Sensible offers
Mob: 07999 066 937

      ------------------------------------------------

ALSO

4 BF Goodrich 
275/75/16 Toyota Colorado wheels.
hardly worn

Mob: 07999 066 937



The 59 Lottery Club - raising funds for 

Bridestowe Village Hall
On Saturday

28th May

the bonus ball

was 20, an

unallocated

number so

June’s prize

stood at £200

and that was won by a local resident .    It’s not

too late at all to join the club - you’ll just pay for

the remaining 8 months. Please contact me if

you’re interested.

Alison Young  01837 861157         

  ali. young53@btinternet .com 

Wanted. Looking for House to rent in

Bridestowe or surrounding area.

I am looking for accommodation to rent long

term from early June in Bridestowe or the

surrounding area. Ideally 2 bedrooms or

more with a reasonable size garden and pet

friendly please.

I am employed and a property owner myself

so  I will take very good care of the house and

keep it immaculate. 

If you can help please call 07766 912 783 or

email sampaxton67@yahoo.co.uk.

Bridestowe Volunteer Group

Before the Platinum Jubilee event volunteers

tidied the village removing litter and weeds. It led

to a discussion on how best to keep up

appearances and it was suggested that residents

might consider clearing weeds from the gutter

immediately outside their houses. Not only would

this help free up time so that volunteers could do

other tasks, but it would improve the drainage of

rain water, allowing it to flow unimpeded into the

drains. What do you think? Is this something you

would be prepared to do?

The team has been busy during June. An evening

session was devoted to a litter pick down the old

A30; 3 black bags of litter were collected.

On Saturday 25th, more weeding was carried out

round the triangle at the entrance to the village

and clearing the pavement and gutter of the road

to the cemetery. The photo shows the

improvement made.

The grass was mown along the footpath and

round the fringes in the Community Orchard.

Some dead limbs were removed from trees in the

cemetery. Another coat of paint has been applied

to the telephone kiosk. The project continues to

turn it into a book swap station.

Members of the  will be meeting  on Saturday

30th July,We meet at the cemetery gates at

9.30am. Do come along  - the more the merrier.

Your Mobile Library visits

Bridestowe - White Hart

every 4 weeks.

 It will be in Bridestowe on 

Wednesday 27th July 14:30 -15:15

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books so why not make use of this

very convenient supply

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries
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Movie Watch - June 2022
 
 We’re now officially into the cinematic dog days

of summer. The weather is warming up, the

school holidays are underway and distributors

have no intention of wasting anything half
decent on largely empty venues.

So with a barren spell looming, we squeezed in
two New Carlton visits during June, to see a

couple of high profile, heavily promoted
releases.

To be honest, I wasn’t much looking forward to

Top Gun: Maverick. I’d not seen the 1986

original, didn’t know the story and wasn’t sure
how they would accommodate a now

59-year-old Tom Cruise in the lead role. No need

to worry, however. He is terrific and the film
rattles along at a fair old rate.

Cruise stars as Pete ‘Maverick’ Mitchell who

reluctantly returns to the US Navy Strike Fighter
Tactics Instruction programme to train an elite

group of young airmen, including the son of a

deceased former colleague. Decidedly reckless
by nature, Pete had successfully avoided

promotion for over three decades, to enable

him to carry on flying. 

Needless to say, the training mission was

successful, although not without a few heart-

stopping moments along the way.

The cinematography and locations used, mostly

up the West Coast of the States, from San Diego
to Seattle, are stunning. The running time is

over two hours but there’s barely a wasted

frame. 

The budget was said to have been around

$170m but at the time of writing, worldwide box

office receipts were nearing $1bn.

So rather surprisingly, to me at least, this one

earns a solid recommendation.

However a solid recommendation is the last

thing I would award Jurassic World: Dominion.

In fact I would suggest you give this over-long,
convoluted mess of a film the widest possible

berth.

This is the sixth title in the extended Jurassic

Park series, following the 1993 original. It’s the

final film in the subsequent Jurassic World

trilogy and the cast, let alone the dinosaurs, look
in serious need of a break. If this is supposed to

represent some sort of theme park, who on

earth would go? It’s not my affair but I’d be

inclined to stick with Flambards.

One notable exception is the excellent Jeff

Goldblum who somehow negotiated himself a
monopoly on all the good lines. In contrast to

his po-faced colleagues, Goldblum plays Dr Ian

Malcolm in the style of a man who’ll never again
have to assume the role. His contributions are

consistently funny and represent all-too-rare

bright spots in a generally dismal film.

‘Jurassic World is no more. Now dinosaurs live and
hunt in our world. Facing history’s most fearsome

predators, can humans keep control of our planet?’

Do you remember that evocative shot in

Spielberg’s first Jurassic film? The one with the

trembling glass of water as the T-Rex

approaches the Jeep? Well, this includes nothing
of that quality. Rather it’s 147 minutes of your

life you won’t get back. Avoid.

Both Top Gun and Jurassic World run at least

until the end of June and probably beyond. They
will be joined at the New Carlton by Elvis,

starring Austin Butler and Tom Hanks in an

exploration of the singer’s difficult 20-year

relationship with his manager, Colonel Tom

Parker.

Lightyear is a Disney/Pixar animation timed to

capitalise on the school holiday market, along
with most of the other July offerings including

The Railway Children Return. The latter is
described as a family drama film featuring a

strong cast, headed by Sheridan Smith and
Jenny Agutter, who appeared in the original

1968 adaptation of the iconic E. Nesbit story.

Mostly though the distributors will choose to

keep their powder dry until the autumn.

With these glorious long summer evenings,

individual TV viewing has fallen well below the

annual daily average of almost four hours, in

line with the usual seasonal trend. Top
programmes across the first couple of weeks in

June were
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 Silent Witness (6.0m, BBC1), Coronation

Street (5.2m, ITV), The Great British Sewing

Bee (4.7m, BBC1) and England International
Football (4.4m, C4).

‘Enjoyed’ would be overstating the case but we

stuck with The Staircase on Sky Atlantic

through all eight episodes. Colin Firth and Toni
Collette star in the series, based around the true

story of author Michael Peterson, the crime
novelist accused of murdering his wife after she

was found dead at the foot of the staircase in

their North Carolina home. It held the interest
throughout while neither of us were convinced

of his guilt (or otherwise) until the final scene.

From a personal perspective there’s not much

to recommend currently. I thoroughly enjoy
Secrets of the London Underground

(Yesterday) while acknowledging that it’s
something of a minority interest series!

Fiona gave The Midwich Cuckoo (Sky) every

chance but gave up after three of the eight

episodes. We both tried the new James Nesbitt
Channel 4 drama, Suspect, but found it so

ridiculous we voted with our feet. Much the

same comment would apply to The Lazarus
Project (Sky).

We still have the strongly recommended

Navalny (BBC2, now on the BBC iPlayer) to

watch, along with The Thief, His Wife and the

Canoe (ITV Hub). Everyone tells us that

Sherwood (BBC1 and iPlayer) is top quality
drama so we’ll get around to that soon.

My only other observation would be to express
disappointment at the recent BBC decision to

kill off BBC4 over the next few years. 

With an annual programme budget of around
£50m, it’s believed that money could be better

spent elsewhere, in the pursuit of younger

audiences. For a channel that was first to bring
us Mad Men, Detectorists, The Thick of It,

Curb Your Enthusiasm and countless other

noteworthy shows, I think that’s a shame.

David Harrison

June 2022

  Belstone Car Boot
Sale

Saturday 9th July  
from 10am

at Belstone Cricket
Ground

Refreshments, including a fine selection
of home-made cakes, will be available in

the pavilion

£5 for cars/ £6 vans
 (can arrive from 9am)

Call 01837 840498
if you require further details

CAKE STALL
Many thanks to all those who baked
cakes, bought cakes or made donations
to Freedom from Torture at the cake
stall on Bacon Baps day at the end of
Refugee Week. A fantastic sum of
£149 was raised.
 Thankyou again to all those who
contributed. 
Cynthia Higbee

Bridestowe Youth

Cricket

6 - 7pm 

Millaton Cricket

Ground

ALL WELCOME – 5yrs+

(under 8’s to be accompanied by an adult)

No experience necessary just come along

and have fun!

£2 per child – no need to book, just turn up

and join in

Please contact Jo with any questions -

jcw_101@hotmail.com / 07825 512154
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Riverside Stores & Post Office

Bridestowe,
Okehampton,
Devon, EX20 4EG

01837 861321
riversidestores@hotmail.com

In our last article we shared the comments and feedback we received in response to the

downturn in trade over the last six months.

Whilst we saw 2-3 weeks of improved trade, sadly we continue to struggle with rising costs and

fewer and fewer customers coming through the door. We very much appreciate all our customers

who have made an effort to place additional orders and continue to support us. Spending £10 -

£20 a week with us rather than the usual supermarkets makes a difference but we need more

people to make a change and support your village shop and Post Office. We continue to monitor

daily and sadly if we do not see any further improvements both the shop and Post Office will

close, we just can’t continue to trade where the income has reduced to an all time low

whilst costs are increasing.

So please consider if you are able to make a moderate spend with us locally by replacing some of

your shopping orders by buying local. We’ve said before, please don’t rely on anyone else, every

customer is important and we need the community to support us more than ever.

Both the shop and Post Office are now open 8.30am to 6.00pm Mon-Sat.

We are considering a late-night opening. Further details to follow.

We are stocking cold beer and wine and we’ve just introduced a selection of sandwiches. Hot food

will be introduced again to include pies, pasties and sausage rolls.

We continue to stock fresh meats; bacon, various sausages, burgers, pork, lamb, beef and chicken

and our BBQ packs for the summer include a 6 Brioche buns, 4 beef burgers, 6 pork sausages

and a choice of wine, beer or cider from £17.00

Fresh local fish is still extremely high in price. The increased cost of utilities and fuel is pushing

the price up, so we are still monitoring this and hope in due course we can consider re stocking

some of the most popular fresh fish.

Don’t forget we deliver 7 days a week, 364 days a year so anything you need can be with you

usually the day after ordering. There is a small delivery charge dependent on area. We deliver to

Bridestowe and as far as Lydford, Chillation, Brentor, Meldon and Thorndon Cross. 

Any medication from Okehampton Medical Centre is automatically delivered with your papers,

milk and groceries.

We are still in the process of putting together an order form which our drivers will drop through

your door. If you are unable to visit the shop or want to save fuel, we will deliver, as our vehicles

are in your area every day. If we haven’t got what you want, we can usually get it for you.

Don’t forget our loyalty cards; spend £5 in the shop and get a stamp, 10th stamp gives you £2 off

your shopping and automatically entered into our monthly prize draw which gives you £12.50

credit to spend in store or receive one of our large vegetable boxes to include

fresh vegetables, bread, 6 large free range eggs and local bacon. BaSE  Page  16



A POPULAR NEW ADDITION
Many customers have welcomed the addition of our new craft gifts and games supplied to us

by The Toy Shop in Okehampton. These are perfect for all special occasions or to keep the kids

entertained during holidays.

Please come in and view what we have to offer.

Riverside Stores and Post Office is a village shop for the community and its future rests entirely

in the hands of our local community. Please don’t leave it to others, every customer counts,

every purchase counts, so please consider a modest purchase weekly to ensure the future.

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR SHOP AND POST OFFICE AND SHOP LOCAL.

ONE CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT THE OTHER

Thank you. Colin & Michaela

‘Byeways’
Dunheved Road, Launceston, Cornwall, PL15 9JE

Sunday 24th July,13:00 - 17:00

Small town garden developed over 11 yrs by enthusiastic

amateur gardeners. Herbaceous borders, rockery. Tropicals inc bananas, gingers and senecio.

Stream and water features. Roof garden. Japanese inspired tea house and courtyard with

bridge. Fig tree and Pawlonia flank area giving secluded seating. Living pergola. Wildflower

planting. New this year is a sunken garden area with water feature.

Features

This town garden has something for everyone, bursting with plants everywhere you look. The

handmade rocks and boulders have proved quite a talking point. Fruiting kiwis, grapes, apples,

figs and raspberries all work well amongst the general planting. 

Plenty of seating to sit and view this beautiful garden.

Light refreshments available.

Admission: Adult: £5.00 Child: Free

Dogs welcome
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Batteries and the Environment

The exact

combination

and number

of chemicals

inside a

battery vary

with the

type of

battery, but

the list includes cadmium, lead, mercury,

nickel, lithium and electrolytes. When thrown

in the household trash, batteries end up in

landfills. As the battery casing corrodes,

chemicals leach into the soil and make their

way into our water supply. Eventually they

reach the ocean. Also, lithium in batteries

reacts in a volatile way when exposed and

can cause landfill fires that can burn

underground for years. According to Torbay

Council, old lithium batteries are responsible

for more than a THIRD of fires seen at waste

and recycling sites.The fires release toxic

chemicals into the air, which increases the

potential for human exposure.

So what happens when you dispose of

batteries? How does battery recycling take

place? Firstly, batteries are collected and

sorted thoroughly. Afterwards, batteries go

through a series of processes to separate the

raw materials. Depending on the type, an old

battery will go through one or more of the

following processes:

   Chemical separation uses a basic (and/or 

acid) solution to dismantle the different 

materials from the batteries.

     Mechanical separation uses brute force to

shred the batteries - making it easier to

separate the different materials.

    Smelting: using extremely high

temperatures, the metals inside the batteries

melt at different temperatures.

Up to 90% of the materials in batteries can

be recycled, depending on the method. There

are battery recycling points in many shops

and community buildings, Lidl and Tesco to

name but two.

Okehampton Recycling

Centre

Exeter Road Industrial
Estate  EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

April to September

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm         

Thanks from BaSE

We have just received a very generous

donation from Baker’s Building.  Although

Darron and Caroline do have an advert in

BaSE, we did point that they have no need

to advertise  because everyone knows them

and the work they do so well. 

Nonetheless they were insistent,

recognising the cost of our ‘raw materials’

and we are very grateful. Their donation will

help meet the cost of toner and paper and

of course staples!

Martin and Alison Young
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News from Sourton PC - July 2022

Jubilee BBQ and Beacon

The PC would like to say a huge thank you to

everyone who helped to make the evening the

success that it was.  Whatever part you played

you made it the success that if was…so thank

you to you all!.  Well over 100 people attended

the evening and we raised over £300 for the

church.  A really successful evening. 

Sourton  Show

Sourton Show returned after a break of 2 years

due to the pandemic, to be part of the Jubilee

celebrations. It was lovely to see the hall full of

exhibits - thank you to everyone who took part.

Due to the move in date, we were short on

flowers and vegetable entries, but this meant

we had lots of room for all the fantastic

children’s entries including over 40 crowns!

The dog show in the afternoon was very

popular with ‘best puppy’ and ‘the dog the

judge would most like to take home’.

Thank you to Treetops for organising the

afternoon’s refreshments and for so many of

the lovely crowns; also thanks to the judges

who kindly gave up their time, free of charge

and finally to BaSE magazine for heroically

fitting in the schedule to an already packed

magazine.

We look forward to the show returning next

year, back in its August home (date to be

decided) and to seeing Bridestowe and

Sourton residents taking part. Remember

every child who enters gets a rosette so

nobody is left out or disappointed.

Green Agenda

The parish council are considering drawing up

a Green Plan for the parish.

We would like to plant some more (free) trees

in the autumn as part of the Queen’s Green

Canopy project. 

The suggestion has also  been made that we

could plant some more bulbs (subject to

landowner’s permission) on Sourton Green.  

There are rare orchids up near the lorry park.

The suggestion has been made that we could

encourage the landowners to manage these

areas for the orchids.  (At the moment the

grass is being cut at the wrong time of year to

ensure the orchids ongoing existence).  We

could seek grant funding so that we can get an

ecological survey to show what is there and to

recommend future management, a document

that we would pass to the owners of the land.

Another suggestion is that we could try to

create a community orchard.  We do not have

any land but we could plant ‘fruit trees’ around

and about the parish on wide roadside verges,

and perhaps along sections of the Granite Way.

What do you think? 

 If you would like to have your say please

contact Abi Horn at

parishclerk@sourtonpc.org.uk

A Few More Committed Skiers Wanted!

For the 2022/23 Snow

Season!

To complete a small &

happy band of 10-12. 

Group bookings share

discounts why pay full

price? 

Fully organised all

inclusive holiday packages

using mainstream holiday providers.

(ABTA/ATOL  protected) 

It’s summertime, the 2022/23 snow season

ideas:  

(1) A Christmas week hopefully. (2) A mid-

January week definitely. (3) A mid-February

week definitely. (4) A mid March week

probably. ...But where? Chalets always first in

the thinking, location all depends on skiers

actually committing!

So many Pistes! So many ideas! So few ski

weeks! 

For more information:  

Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk  
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Two bedrooms. 

Would need refurbishment. 
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remove. 
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Join the 2022 Summer Reading Challenge 

The Summer Reading Challenge is back for

2022! 9th July – 10th September.  This fabulous

challenge created by The Reading Agency

invites children aged 4 - 11 to join in the fun

for FREE at their local library.

This year’s theme is Gadgeteers, with a focus

on science, inventions and making the world a

better place while having fun!

How it works:

    • Visit your local library and speak to a

member of staff to sign up

    • Set a reading goal (6 books is

recommended) and borrow and read library

books of your choice

    • Collect stickers along the way to complete

the poster

    • Complete the challenge, claim your

certificate and medal!

The Friends of Okehampton Library will be

funding a prize draw for all children who

complete the challenge at Okehampton

Library, one lucky winner will receive a bundle

of science kits. 

Throughout the challenge, library staff can

help your child discover new authors and

illustrators to help them explore a wide range

of books and ways of reading. It’s the perfect

way to combine free access to books with fun,

creative activities during the summer holidays

to keep them entertained and educated.

Join the challenge at your local library from

Saturday 9th July and pick up your Gadgeteers

collector poster.

Events at the Library

 Digital Devon

Book onto one of our free digital skills sessions

in July at Okehampton Library to learn some

basic digital skills or improve and refresh

existing skills. Bring in your own device or use

our public access computers. Contact

Okehampton Library to have a chat about how

we can help, and to book a digital session.

Booking essential.

Friday 1st July 10:00-12:00 

Thursday 7th July 10:00-12:00

Tuesday 12th July 15:30-17:30

Saturday 23rd July 10:00-12:00

9th July – 10th September - Gadgeteers    

Summer Reading Challenge 2022

The Reading Agency and libraries are excited

to introduce this year’s Challenge, celebrating

science and innovation, in partnership with the

Science Museum Group.

Join the Gadgeteers for the Summer Reading

Challenge. Pick up your starter pack from the

library, read 6 books by the end of the school

holidays, collect stickers as you go and receive

a certificate when you complete the challenge.  

The Friends of Okehampton Library will be

funding a prize draw for all children who

complete the challenge at Okehampton

Library, one lucky winner will receive a bundle

of science kits.  

A Gadgeteers Hunt will also be available to

complete within the library.

Suitable for children aged 4-11. FREE.

No booking necessary, just drop in. 

Saturday 9th July 09:00-13:00 - Gadgeteers

Summer Reading Challenge launch

Call in to sign up to this year’s Challenge.

Tuesday 19th July 13:00-14:00 Meet the

Author ‘Chris Ward’

Chris Ward is a native of Cornwall, but

currently lives and works in Nagano, Japan. He

is the author of multiple books across several

genres - light romance, sci-fi, and mystery.

Come and have an informal chat about his

books, writing and publishing.  His books will

be available to purchase.

Saturday 23rd July 14:00-16:00 – Lego

Gadgets workshop with Brick Ideas

Join ‘Brick Ideas’ to design and
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build using Technic Lego. Which gadgets will

you build? A drawing gadget, a pole climbing

machine, a catapult? 

Suitable for children aged 6+ (children under 8

years must be accompanied by an adult)

Tickets £5 per child. Booking in advance

is essential.

Tuesday 26th July 14:00-15:00 – Super

Science Session

Calling all Gadgeteers! Book a seat at our

Super Science table. 

Join us to explore and experiment with three

fun STEM activities (science, technology,

engineering and maths) to get those clever

brains learning and discovering! 

Suitable for ages 5+ FREE, donations

welcome. Booking in advance is essential.

Friday 29th July 15:00-17:30 - ‘Between the

Lines’ family event

Film screening and Family Fun. Enjoy a new

musical comedy. A warm-hearted, feel-good

film with a core message of the importance of

libraries and what they provide for their

communities.  

This event will include children’s activities and

informal conversations with a few of the cast

and crew. 

Suitable for all ages.FREE, donations welcome.

No booking necessary, just drop in. 

REGULAR EVENTS

Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable craft project, for a chat with

like-minded crafters. Tea and coffee available

at 70p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5s. Free. Booking Essential.

Baby Weighing – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30

Free self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh

their babies are available in a screened area

within the library.  This is a new partnership

between Libraries Unlimited and Devon Public

Health Nursing.

Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years. Free. No booking

necessary.

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+. Free. No booking

necessary.

The Secret Book Quest 

A completely FREE year-round reading

challenge for 5-12 year olds across Devon. To

take part, children need to sign up, read 50

books, collect stickers and solve the code.

 

Children under 8 must be accompanied to

all events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street

Okehampton@librariesunlimited.org.uk

01837 52805 

Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00 

Tuesday 09:00-18:00 

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00

Devon Libraries is part of Libraries Unlimited

Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity.

Every penny raised goes directly towards

library services that help make a difference to

people’s lives.

 BRIDESTOWE READING

 GROUP 

 Our next meeting will be

held on Thursday 7th July

starting at 7.30p.m.

at Neil and Linda’s home, Wheatley Park

Barn, Lewdown EX20 4QW.   They have

offered generously to act as hosts again.

We will be discussing The Butterfly Room by

Lucinda Riley.

For directions and/or info: 01566 783529 

email: neil@neiledgson.com  
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SOURTON NEWS - JULY

 From the Registers

June 9th            Funeral of  Yvonne Laurette 

Seymour  aged 94

June 14th       Wedding of Rebecca Miles and  

Andrew Jenkins

Jubilee Celebrations

Caroline North took our Jubilee Celebration

Service when we gave thanks for the service

of our Queen and celebrated her Platinum

Jubilee.

We are grateful to Tom Hills who donated a
keg of beer for the barbecue and lighting of

the beacon arranged by the parish council.

He had asked that all donations given for the

beer be given to Sourton Church.

Future Dates

CREAM TEAS for all the Sundays in August.

We would be grateful for any offers of help

or baking. Please contact Ruth Humphry

01837 861470 or Jenny Batten 01822 820391

Services for July

July 3    Holy Communion       9.30 a.,m.

July 10  Holy Communion at Bridestowe 

9.30 a.m.

July 17th Taizé Service    6 p.m.       

July 24th Morning Prayer         9.30 a.m.

July 31st  Benefice Service at Germansweek

for the Patronal Service    11.a.m.

 Jenny Batten

STOP PRESS

Sourton Jubilee Ceilidh

Thank you to everyone that helped organise

the event, helped on the night, or just

attended.

We had a really good evening.  The band was

good, lots of you came along and there was

much laughter and people really seemed to be

having a good time.  The icing on the cake is

that, although not counted properly yet at

time of writing, we managed to raise about

£450 for the Village Hall.

As a result several people said that we should

hold more community events, and we will be

asking for your views on this in next month’s

edition of BASE.

 For now, thank you everybody for making

the event such a success.

Items for sale
 • Inflatable single airbed with built in electric

pump. Used only once. £35 o.n.o   

 • small Qualcast electric mower £35

 • electric strimmer £15

 • Small George Forman grill (20cm x 15cm) £5  

 

Mob: 07510 366 033

Belstone Village Fair

 - a great afternoon out!

Sunday 10th July

1pm - 4pm
Offering all the old favourite events

plus side shows and stalls

Dog races, egg throwing, children’s

races and more.
Plenty of refreshments - burgers and

hot dogs, tea and cake

The traditional Cosdon Hill Run will

take place starting at 1.30pm

Park on Belstone Cricket Ground and

join us on Belstone’s Great Green (next
to the Tors Inn)  with all the family and

the dog!
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National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 There was some beautiful sunshine in June

(enough for me to get my shorts out of

storage and put some of the winter jumpers

back in) and some great walking weather. You

could see the gorge changing on a daily basis

as the spring flowers faded to be replaced by

glorious greens and lush growth everywhere.

Ranger update: The area ranger for West

Dartmoor, who was looking after Lydford

Gorge, has moved to work on a year long

project looking to restore essential peat bog

habitat on Dartmoor. Ranger Demelza has

stepped up to take over the area ranger role,

and we have a new ranger, Nick, so we’re back

to a full team. Nick is settling in nicely and

already responding to call outs when visitors

need a little assistance or first-aid in the gorge.

The ranger team have been catching up

recently, including the never-ending job of

fixing steps, but also building a wall under an

undercut path down at the waterfall, and

mowing winding paths around the orchard,

great for an amble to see and hear a host of

interesting insects.

The team have been checking the 50

dormouse boxes we have up in two locations

at the gorge, they are checked once a month

from April to November. Main breeding

season for dormice, which is when they use

nest boxes, is July and August. We’ve not

found any evidence of dormice however we

know they are around, so we guess they have

enough natural locations to use already. The

team over at Fingle woods have been more

successful, they found an almost complete

nest in one of their boxes. You can tell a

dormouse nest as they like to use fresh leaves

to surround a woven ball of grass and

honeysuckle bark. The boxes are checked by

licensed handlers to limit disturbance to these

endangered animals so please keep your

distance if you see a box in the woods.

After some stormy weather at the beginning

of June I was out checking the paths for

damage when I found a beautiful little bird

nest on a fir branch that had fallen to the

ground. It was a small ball of moss about 8cm

across with a tiny round 3cm opening. The

inside was lined with feathers and the outside

was covered in cobwebs and small bits of

lichen. Having looked it up online, I’m pretty

certain it was a long-tailed tit nest, luckily

there was no evidence of any eggs or chicks in

the nest when it fell. Apparently, long-tailed

tits can use up to 1,500 feathers to line the

nest, and the lichen on the outside is to help

camouflage it. They lay between 8 and 12

eggs, so they cleverly make a nest that can

stretch as the chicks grow. They are also

unusual in that they are very social birds so

sometimes, siblings of the parents - who have

lost their own nest - will help to feed the

chicks. If you’d like to see the nest for yourself,

it’ll be in the nature corner of the bookshop.

Opening Times 29 March to 30 October

Lydford Gorge trails 10-5* Tues - Sunday

Tea-rooms 10.30-4.30**Tues - Sunday

Second-hand bookshop    10-4.30**

    Tues - Sunday

 Open Mondays on bank holidays and in the

school holidays.

*1-30 Oct: close 4. **1-30 Oct: close 3.30. 

Please check our website for up to date

information.
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Supporting individuals with all their concerns,

historic and current. 

West Devon Therapies offers Counselling,

Hypnotherapy & EFT (Emotional Freedom

Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 

For more information or to book a FREE 20

minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit

westdevontherapies.co.uk  

Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting

soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that

someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”

Live music at the Wharf...

        Mostly Autumn

Friday 8th July at 8:30pm

Prog Rock  |  Seated+Standing

Winners of Best Track 2017 (Sight of Day) and

best female vocalist 2017 (Olivia Sparnenn-

Josh) in the CRS awards 2017, Mostly Autumn

have built their fan base through the old-

fashioned, but highly effective, way of playing

live at every opportunity.The group formed in

1995 and have built their reputation through

constant touring, never signing to a major

label. Counted amongst the top 100 best prog

bands of all time, their musical palette is

diverse. and while they draw on influences

from the golden age of seventies’ rock, they

have developed their own unique sound and

style that both captures some of the essence

of that heady era and yet looks forward into

the future. Their album White Rainbow (2019)

has been described as an emotional

masterpiece!

They have earned themselves a name for their

outstanding live shows and have been

described as ‘the best band you have never

heard’. 

Price of tickets

From 6pm on the night £23.00

In Advance £21.00
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Advertising in BaSE is free. 

If you’re a small business or an individual

offering a service you might benefit from an

advert in the newsletter. You may have items

you want to sell or there’s something you

need, just get in touch. All we ask is that

businesses that are no longer offering

services should let us know so we can free

up space for others. 

The deadline is around the 25th of each

month but it’s always worth getting in

contact because we may be able  to squeeze

you in if printing hasn’t already started.

AY



QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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For all things Usborne

For more information on Usborne books,
please contact:

Jackie Butler

 Independent Usborne Organiser   Elsie’s

Book Corner 
      

 07828323473 

elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    
Find me on Facebook  - Elsie’s Book Corner

Nr Okehampton, Devon                   Tel: 01837 861318

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm       

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open all
day from 12 midday

Home-cooked food served 
between 12 - 2pm and

 6pm - 9pm

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. 
Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

Wednesday 13th July
Quiz night in aid of 

Treetops

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
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Experienced carer

Has various days and hours available. Excellent references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 



TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open space

for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West Devon

Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet whilst in our

care. 

We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are from £10 - £14 per day between 7am to 7pm. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,

 or email info@muttleymanorkennels.co.uk

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   
Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Maintenance 

  Emergency repairs 
Complete property service 

Tel: 07540 956 379           

info@magnamaintenance.com

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

Magna Carpentry

Malcolm Head

Tel: 07540 956 379           

www.magnacarpentry.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired
Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice
Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

A traditional approach to window cleaning.

Please call John Butler on 

07426 134 957 
for a FREE, no obligation quote. 

Taking on new customers in the local area. 

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

NORTHMOOR GARDEN MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs & parts

Collection service available

No VAT on labour charges

Tel: 07591 655072                      Email: info.northmoor@gmail.com

We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery) -

Birthday Cakes  - Afternoon Tea Cakes - Treat Boxes and much
more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.

We are suppliers of puddings and sweet treats for The White

Hart, Bridestowe. 

Next time you’re in, why not give our desserts a try!

Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Fully Qualified and Insured 
Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check

our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all
styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit
www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP
Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting
Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Home Maid

Providing one off or regular

cleans, including end of
tenancy, holiday lets and

deep cleans in and around

Okehampton and the local

villages. An in house washing
and ironing service is also

available. Internal window

cleaning comes as standard

with the clean.
From £15 per hour. Oven

cleaning available from £45.

Fully insured and DBS

checked.
Call Lucy on 07855 377 432

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork

available to order now.

Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes

available, as well as individual joints and sausages.

For prices and more information, contact Alyse

07514943239 or Isaac 07908430236
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New advertiser



www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.
Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.
Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

BAKER’S BUILDING
Telephone: 01837 861 509

07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Bird tables for sale
Locally made to a high standard
Various designs, free standing and hanging tables.

Tel:  01837 861604   Mobile:  07902913627

Pots and posies

Home grown  large tomato plants -

many varieties 

Perennials - preserves -

garden posies

Grantlands

Thorndon Cross

 ( 2nd house on the right on

the  lane to Thorndon from

the A3079)

Look out for the signs

01837 861837



Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery and

Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to
suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@Nailzbylottie

@Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices
Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction  .....Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction
No job too big or too small

Great prices on slate and marblecut to anysize and shape

Tel: 0797 226 3780   Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)
Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens
Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Plumbing    Heating Renewables

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted
Fascias, glazing & trade counter
Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

 Plenty of plants on offer. Why not drop in and see what
we’ve got. John and Angie            01837 861866

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping service at

sensible prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever you have for valeting -

collection and delivery service.

Prices from £25 - £45 

01837 861604      Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    

Alister Polhill: 07518 908876

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping &

accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company

Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End

Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out

much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176

www.stokesaccountants.co.uk
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The Moor Hair Co 

at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced

team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high

standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,

                  call 01837 658696      

Book keeping & VAT Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Farm Record Keeping Stewardship applications
Farm Assurance Water regulations
Payroll Waste Exemptions
Grazing Licences    

 Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)

BaSE is printed by Martin Young at the above address.
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree

pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and

dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for

advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

JAMES TENNANT LTD  LAND ROVER

SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton, Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478             Email: info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while we MOT your vehicle.

Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67

• Later life lending    • Mortgages

• Buy to Let                • Life Cover

• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates

Les Sort It!
I am expanding my gardening

business and offer a variety of

skills. No job turned down. 

All jobs considered.

Honest, hardworking and

reliable.

Any inquiries please call

Les 07591761096


