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CREAM TEAS

And Cakes and Savouries
In aid of

St Thomas à Becket Church,
SOURTON

Served at Sourton Parish Hall
on Sundays in August 

7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th

1.30 p.m. to 5.30p.m

St Luke’s Hospice Open Gardens

Lewtrenchard Manor 

Sunday 7th August  

11:00 am – 4:00 pm

Come and see our fabulous grounds in full

bloom and aid a fantastic charity The

Gardens designed by Walter Sorel extend

over several acres with streams, a sunken

garden, a profusion of shrubs, a huge

rustic dovecote and walled vegetable

garden. There are timeless walks from the

gardens along Madam’s walk, on the

banks of the river Lew and to the woods

and beyond.

Refreshments will be served in the house.

£5 entry fee, proceeds go to St Luke’s

Hospice

Lewtrenchard Manor, Lewdown EX20 4PN  



The Vicar writes...

People often ask me, “How did you become a
vicar?” I’m never quite sure if they mean ‘what

sort of process did you have to through’ or

‘how did someone like you get to be a vicar?’

The former involves a lengthy selection

procedure, followed by formal training and

then a probationary period before being

released into the world as a fully qualified tea

drinking, cake judging vicar.
The latter, which is probably more

understandable, is a bit more interesting.
Contained within that question there may be a

back handed compliment of sorts but is
probably more of a ‘why do you believe in

God?’ sort of question.  
I can’t remember a time when I didn’t believe

in God; but only as an idea, something we

were taught in Sunday School that informed

my world view in the same way that believing

the world was round or you didn’t eat your

pudding before you finished your main course.

It was just accepted that was how it was. We all

went to Sunday School and we all went to main
school. 

As a teenager religion dropped off the radar
altogether and I left school at 16, life was

exciting, there were mates to hang around
with, girls to chase, cider to drink, money to

earn; often in that order. I enjoyed working on

the farm, the pay was rubbish but it was a way

of life more than a job.

Like a lot of manual workers I became a bit of a

philosopher in a daydreamer type of way. After

a while I became aware that my life was lacking
something and so looking for a bit of

adventure I joined the Army and served in

Germany, Canada and Northern Ireland. I was

stationed in Aldershot when my Dad died

unexpectedly. I don’t know if it was that or

Aldershot but the Army wasn’t filling the gap in

my life anymore so I returned to civvy life and

thinking the gap may be a lack of intellectual
fulfilment went to Plymouth Uni. where I

graduated with a degree in Biological Science. I
couldn’t escape the sense of something being

missing from my life, never completely happy,
like chasing the pot of gold at the end of the

rainbow.
Returning to the agricultural world I set in a

contracting business. After a long standing and
serious relationship ended I found myself in a

dark place both emotionally and practically. A

bad business move left me skint and without

work. The unfulfilled gap in my life had turned

into a gaping chasm from which there seemed

no way out. I couldn’t pay my rent but the

social security system didn’t care, the health

services weren’t interested in the alcoholism
that I blamed for my relationship failure, even

friends can only take so much of a mate crying
in their beer. With nowhere else to go I

wondered if God was even there. What had I

done to get here? Are we just programmed,

aimless DNA? Is this all there is to life? I prayed.

I picked up a book from somewhere with a

story about a man who had turned to God

after a divorce, God intervened in his life and

restored his marriage, he said. I came across

similar stories as I searched out Christian

literature including stories from recovered

alcoholics in AA programmes. Questions
flooded my mind. Could I be having a

breakdown? Were these people in cults?  Does

God really do that stuff? Would he do it for

me? What if He is really real after all?

I had a dream one night that God had my life

in his hand. It didn’t feel like it but I liked the

thought. I went to church the following Sunday

and told the vicar about my dream. To my

surprise, he believed me and was quite matter

of fact about God being real and interacting in
people’s lives, in fact they were running a

course all about that sort of thing.
I signed up without hesitation, this was it, God

will fix my relationship and make my business
successful. He didn’t. Nothing
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happened like had happened in all the stories I

had read. But something had changed in me, I
wanted to learn about the Bible and who Jesus

was, I wanted to pray, I even enjoyed going to

church. I began to realise I wasn’t the great guy I

thought I was, I began to recognise where I had

contributed to the breakdown of my

relationship, how self-centred my life was. Over

time I began to know God was real, I didn’t need

proofs or arguments from science or reason, I
just knew, like you know if you love someone,

you can’t prove it, you just know. I made a
decision to make following Jesus Christ the

main thing in my life, after all, things hadn’t
worked out too well when I had the reins, I just

hoped he didn’t want me to be a monk…… or a
vicar.

Of course life still isn’t perfect, it has its ups and

downs but the emptiness is no longer there, the

restlessness of heart has gone and life feels

complete, no guilt, no regrets and everything to

look forward to.    

 Adrian Brook

DO YOU ENJOY
SINGING?

Join us for
Choral Evensong

Sunday 28th August
6.00pm

at                 
St.Bridget’s Church, Bridestowe.

Followed by light refreshments
All ages and abilities welcome.

For rehearsal time and more details
contact:

Revd. Adrian Brook

01837 861580
ajbrook2020@outlook.com
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Meldon Wildlife

Festival

Dartmoor National

Park Authority 

Tuesday, 23 August

2022 at

 10:30 - 16:00                             

Join the National Park and partners for a wild

day out celebrating Dartmoor’s unique and

beautiful wildlife. A free fun-filled, event for all

the family!

There will be lots of wildlife activities to help

you get closer to nature and nature crafts to

take home. More details to follow but here is a

quick taster of some of the things planned

    • Natural dyes from hedgerow plants with 

Museum of Dartmoor Life

      • Woodland Wildlife and recycled 

soundmakers with the National Trust

     •  Reptile and wildlife walks with the Ranger

      • Stream dipping

     •  Minibeast hunts

     •  Ranger Ralph wildlife craft

     •  Refreshments from Okehampton Scouts

    

Why not grab your phone and become a

Look Wild iNaturalist to help us record the

wildlife you see on Dartmoor or take part in

our Time for Nature Challenge

Spend the day with us and our wildlife

partners at a beautiful part of Dartmoor.

We would like to thank the landowners

Okehampton Hamlets Parish Council and the

Duchy of Cornwall, and Adventure

Okehampton, who lease the land, for their

support in making this event possible.

Facilities

Free parking, toilets, and refreshments

available to purchase.

Getting there

From Okehampton: Follow the B3260 uphill

and look for Meldon Quarry sign. Turn left

just before Betty Cottles. Follow road over

A30, through the woods, under viaduct and

look out for car park entrance to Meldon Old

Quarry on right.

No booking required



Bridestowe Queen Bees

 Many thanks to Jenny for

showing us how to make

paper roses in July, we

had a lovely evening

sharing some giggles

along the way and

produced some quite impressive roses!

We are not meeting in August but are

preparing for the Auction evening with

Bearnes Hamilton & Littlewood to be held on

Thursday September 8th at 7pm at the

Bridestowe Methodist chapel.  Tickets will be

available from the Queen Bees and are priced

at £5.50 per person, to include a cup of tea or

coffee and a slice of cake. There is a raffle too!

50% of the profits will be going to the Ukraine

Humanitarian Appeal: Disasters Emergency

Committee.

On October 13th we are glass etching with

Ann and on November 10th we have the Book

Art demonstration with Kris.

New members are always welcome or if you

just fancy popping in for a try at some point it

is £3 a session.

MOUNT KELLY CHORAL SOCIETY

HALLELUJAH!

Have you ever wondered what it is like to

sing as part of big group, working together

to produce an amazing sound? Why not

come along to Mount Kelly Choral Society on

Thursday 8th September as we launch our

new season with an open door “come and

sing” event. Our concert at Christmas will

feature that perennial favourite, Handel’s

Messiah, and by way of on introduction to

this wonderful work we are hoping as many

singers as possible will join us for this special

event in the Big School at Mount Kelly at

7.30 to learn and perform the iconic

Hallelijah Chorus.   Scores will be provided

and refreshments available.

Mount Kelly Choral Society is a community

choir and does not hold auditions. All are

welcome, there is no requirement to read

music and we rehearse every Thursday

evening from 7.30pm till 9.30pm in Big

School (the main hall) at the College at

Mount Kelly on Parkwood Road in Tavistock..

Our Christmas Concert will take place at

Tavistock Methodist Church on Saturday

17th December and will feature professional

soloists and orchestra.

Enquiries to music@mountkelly.com.   If you

would like a lift from Bridestowe, ring Jenny

Reynolds - 01837 861678
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Friends of St Bridget’s

CLEAN UP DAY 
St Bridget’s church 

Saturday 13 August 

10.00 to 12.00

Coffee and cakes as a reward 

Notice of a Peal

Attempt on St. Bridget’s

Bells

On August 5th at 10:00 a

peal will be rung on

St.Bridget’s bells, with the

kind permission of the Parochial Church

Council.

A peal is a continuous period of ringing

involving at least 5000 changes. In other words

the 6 bells change the order in which they ring

5000 times.  It normally takes about 3 hours.

The last full peal was rung in 2003, and this

will be only the 6th attempt at St. Bridget’s

since the first peal was recorded in 1963.



Treetops Preschool 

& Extended Schools Provision

Grants for capital projects in Bridestowe

Bridestowe Parish Council invites funding applications for community projects in Bridestowe

parish from eligible organisations for what is known as S106 grant funding.

To be eligible for a S106 grant a project must provide improved or increased community or social

infrastructure, the need for which has arisen at least in part, as a result of the new development

taking place in Rectory Road, Bridestowe.

S106 funding is available for capital projects only. Revenue funding towards on-going running

costs is not available.  The types of project that might be eligible will be dependent primarily upon

evidence that an assessment has been made of local community needs and that the project

provides new or improved community or social infrastructure. Some examples of the types of

projects which might be appropriate include upgrading village halls, sports/play facilities, etc.

Minor repairs or provision of movable equipment for example, are not eligible.

The council has set a closing date for applications of 1st December 2022 but it would be helpful if

you at least register an interest by 1st October 2022.

Should you require further details or wish to apply, please contact the clerk of Bridestowe Parish

Council Council for further details and an application form:

Email: bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 

Telephone: 01837 861244 
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Some Local Police History 

by Howard Barkell

Did you see the article in the current edition of

Oke Links written by Simon Dell about local

police history? It contained interesting

information and photographs about

Bridestowe in particular.

The police constable, John Howard, who died

‘in post’ was my great grandfather. It is from

him that I derive my Christian name. He was

born at Drewsteignton in 1844. After leaving

school he worked as a farm labourer and in

1866 married Eliza Slocombe at Cheriton

Bishop. They had a son and daughter before

on 21st October 1870 he joined the Devon

Constabulary as a Constable 3rd Class. His first

posting was to Ashwater where he was

promoted to Constable 2nd Class and where

three more children were born. He was later

posted to Bridestowe. His beat included the

parishes of Bridestowe and Sourton which he

would have patrolled in all winds and

weathers on foot, possibly sometimes on a

bicycle. His service coincided with the building

of the railway from Bridestowe Station to the

peatworks at Rattlebrook. As his superior

noted when requesting a replacement

constable, “At night sometimes, Bridestowe is

very noisy.” Considering the reputation of

navvies that might have been something of an

understatement! Although on joining the force

John was described as of robust build he died

from what was called bronchitis, but could

have been pneumonia, at the early age of 34.

He was borne to his funeral at Bridestowe by

six fellow constables. His widow and five

young children were left homeless and

destitute. She didn’t qualify for a pension

because he hadn’t been in post long enough.

Six months later the County Police Committee

magnanimously granted her a gratuity of £10.

As soon as the children were old enough to

leave school they obtained work which usually

involved living in with their employer. The

family lived in Fore Street between the Church

Gate and Sporting Green and to make ends

meet she brought up somebody else’s child,

sometimes took in a lodger and managed to

keep a pig in a shed in the Sporting Green. The

rent for that privilege was 6d a year, payable

to the Rector. 

Devon Constabulary was not formed until

1856 and it is unlikely that villages were

staffed immediately. A John Noquet appears in

the 1861 census at Bridestowe as constable,

but none appears for Lydford until 1891. Part

of the problem was that accommodation

depended on the availability of rented

premises and that when the Lydford man lived

at Lydford Station that was technically in a

different parish, probably still Lamerton.

Sourton never had a resident Policeman. At

one time the police station at Bridestowe was

at the bottom of Pool Hill, then in the house

on East Bridge. When Harry Bartlett was in

post in the late thirties £75 was set aside to

find a suitable site for a police house with the

strict proviso that the house wouldn’t be

provided until hostilities had ended. When he

moved on he was replaced by a single man,

Jimmy Green, who lived with us at Sunnyside

(demolished in 1968 for road improvements).

He was replaced by another unmarried

constable, Bill Lane, who lodged with Blanche

Maddaford at Rosedale. While the next

policeman, called Webber kept the peace, he

was stationed at Millaton Lodge, and while he

was there the new police station was built in

1947 on what had previously been the school

garden where generations of boys had learned

how to grow a variety of crops, most edible,

some decorative when ‘grow your own’ was a

necessity rather than a hobby, Guy Venton

was the first occupant of the new premises.

Dennis Walters was the second and it is his

snapshot with Alan and Sybil Pearn taken

outside South Ball that appears in Oke Links.

The station did not survive police

reorganisation and was sold in the late sixties

to be known thereafter as Coppins.

A cottage to rent eventually became available

in Lydford, though not necessarily the

Superintendent’s ideal choice as it was close to

the Castle Inn and constables were supposed

to be models of rectitude, upholding he law

without fear or favour despite their closeness

to the temptation of demon drink. I wonder if

it was the cottage that used to jut out into the

road where the garages now stand. When an

unmarried constable was appointed to the

village in the thirties he lodged with the

Sampson family at Bickleigh House. During

this time the police house was being built at

the top of School Hill and when Constable

Parnell got married he moved
BaSE  Page  6



into the new house. Constable Seldon

patrolled the beat during the war years,

followed by a regular succession of

incumbents until 1966 when it was decided

that the law-abiding folk of Lydford no

longer needed a resident constable. The

patch was joined to Mary Tavy and

thereafter patrolled on a shiny new

Triumph motorcycle until the advent of the

‘panda car.’

One of the innovations of the new police

stations was the provision of a single

storey office tacked on the side where

official business could be carried out in

private. When Jimmy Green lodged with us

his bedroom doubled up as his ‘office!’ I

remember he had one of those tall

pedestal or candlestick telephones which

you spoke into directly while holding the

separate earpiece. When police stations

were sold off one of the first alterations

the new owners often made was to convert

the office into living accommodation and

add a second storey on top. 

When an extra police presence was

needed the local constable could be

helped by the ‘specials.’ They were a group

of usually older volunteers, quite often ex-

servicemen from the First World War, who

might help with traffic control or appear at

voting stations during an election, etc. In

West Deon they were often called upon to

man checkpoints when a convict escaped

from Dartmoor Prison. If the records are to be

trusted, there were seven in Bridestowe, only

one in Sourton and five in Lydford. The

numbers grew from the outbreak of war in

1939, although the infamous Military and

Regimental Police also patrolled the area after

the influx of hundreds of troops from 1940

onwards.

If you want to read a much more detailed

account of this subject the book to go for is

The Beat On Western Dartmoor by Simon Dell.

Bridestowe Volunteer Group

The Volunteer group will be attending to

the Jubilee Community Orchard at their July

meeting. They will meet again on Saturday

27th August, rendezvousing at the

cemetery gates at 9.30am. New volunteers

are always welcome.

BRIDESTOWE READING

 GROUP 
 Our next meeting will be held on
Thursday 4th  August starting
at 7.30p.m. at Neil and Linda’s

home, Wheatley Park Barn, Lewdown EX20 4QW. 
They have offered generously to act as hosts

again. We will be discussing Conclave by Robert
Harris. It is the time of the year again where we

have been asked to choose some titles to go on
our preferred selection list for the next 12 months.

We can pick 24 in all. There are no guarantees, of
course, but we are more likely to get books we

choose if we choose some. The collection of our
membership subs is due too. Unfortunately, the

library has had to implement the rise in fees that
they postponed when the plague hit. The fees

have risen to £90 per year and so that means
£7.50 per person. Sorry. Please bring your subs

along to the  meeting. New faces are always
welcome.  For directions and/or info: 

01566 783529
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Sunday Worship for August

Sunday 7th
9.30am Holy Communion at Sourton
11.00am Rev Chris Jackson at the Methodist Church

Sunday 14th
9.30am Holy Communion at St Bridget’s

11.00am Sacrament with Angela Banfield at the

Methodist Church
Sunday 21st

9.30am Joint service with Methodists at St Bridget’s
6.00pm Taize Service at Sourton

Sunday 28th
9.30am Morning Prayer at Sourton

11.00am Bridestowe worship group
6.00pm Choral Evensong at St Bridget’s

Okehampton foodbank has sent out the following

request this week:
It won’t have escaped your attention that Foodbanks

across the country are facing very difficult times. The
current financial difficulties caused by the rise in the

cost of living are having a double impact on our aim
and passion to feed our town.

As you know, the Foodbank is set up to enable those

who can, feed those who are hungry in our town.
Unfortunately, the current crisis has severely reduced

the number of people who can give whilst
concurrently increasing the number of people in need.

The two effects are creating the perfect storm.
The current situation means that we now find

ourselves in deficit month on month and our cash
reserves are being depleted. It is our desire to address

this issue before it becomes critical as the thought of
not being able to feed people is unpalatable.

Therefore, we are in the process of applying for
funding from community minded organisations such

as yourselves.
We have a collection box in The Ark for donations

to the foodbank and in response to the appeal all
the proceeds from our regular coffee morning and

cake sale on the 2nd Saturday of the month, this
month on the 13th, will be given to the Foodbank.

The prophet Micah lived around 3000 years ago,

and his words recorded in the bible say this to us
all:

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what
does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love

mercy and to walk humbly with your God.  When we
share what we can with anyone in need we are

honouring this call.

Bridestowe Churches’ Partnership

The Ark
Is open for teas and coffee and a chat on

Tuesday and Thursday

from 10am to 12 noon

and 2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Do come and join us, you will be made most

welcome.

-------------------------------

 The monthly Coffee Morning will be held on

Saturday 13th August and is raising money

for the Okehampton Food Bank 

Please come along and give generously for

local people. 

Coffee from 10am to 12 noon. 

Also a cake stall

All welcome.

You will find us on Launceston Road,

Bridestowe.You can also hire it for

birthdays/meetings etc. Please contact Brian

Maddaford (861402)

The Over 60’s
Lunch will meet

on Tuesday 9th
August
Meeting at 12.15
for lunch at

12.30pm.
Please ring Jennifer on 861592 if you
cannot attend. Several people did not

attend last month and had not phoned -
what a waste of food. 
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Wine & Wickets

- Women’s

Softball Cricket

Wednesday

Evenings 

6:30pm – 7:30pm

(weather permitting)

 No experience necessary – everyone

welcome!

Please come and join in for a fun and social

hour of softball cricket, especially for ladies

(14yrs+).

Just £2 per session

Includes FREE glass of fizz/wine

Please see our Facebook page - Bridestowe

Women’s Cricket

or contact Jo – 07825 512154

BRIDESTOWE THURSDAY MORNING

GROUP

will be meeting at the Ark for a coffee

morning and raffle on Thursday, August

18th at around 10.30a.m. ( the venue

opens at 10) We don’t usually meet in

August so this is  somewhat of an

experiment to see how many turn up!  

As agreed earlier in the year, our

September outing will be to Belstone

Community Cafe on September 15th. In

October, we shall return to the Ark for our

winter meetings.  

New members are always welcome.

Contact person: Ann Allan on 861551

 Bacon Baps 
 will be served on

Saturday  27th
August from 10 -12

noon at Bridestowe

Village Hall. 
As usual Mike Bidmead will be there with his

range of plants , all at very reasonable prices.

If you’re interested in hiring a table please get

in contact.  There’s only a small charge. 

Why not consider bringing along some

unwanted items to sell on?

Alison Young 01837 861157  

Lunar cycle for

August
 

 New moon       27th

  First quarter     5th 

  Full moon        12th

  Last quarter    19th

Responsible and trustworthy 17yr
old available for babysitting.  
 £5 per hour.  Please  call Tiggs on
01837 861 144.
 References available on request

For sale
4 BF Goodrich Mud Terrain Tyres

275/75/16  on Toyota Colorado wheels.

Hardly worn

Mob: 07999 066 937

      ------------------------------------------------

ALSO
Toyota Surf 4 X 4    1997 Gen 3

Turbi intercooled

MOT until Feb 2023

Reliable. New exhaust

Sensible offers considered

Mob: 07999 066 937

Items for sale
 • Inflatable single airbed with built in electric

pump. Used only once. £35 o.n.o   

 • small Qualcast electric mower £35

 • electric strimmer £15

 • Small George Forman grill (20cm x 15cm) £5  

 Mob: 07510 366 033
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SOURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Speed Watch

Thorndon Cross  residents have formed  a new

active Speedwatch Group following concerns at

the speed that cars were travelling through the

hamlet on the B3079.  

In Sourton village the Speedwatch Group there

clocked a motorbike that was doing 90 miles

an hour!

Green Plan

The PC have decided to draw up a five year

Plan of Action that it can get involved with to

improve the environment in the parish.   The

parish does not own any land but it can seek to

persuade landowners to get involved.

  A  new suggestion has been made about

eradicating invasive non-native species on the

Granite Way and on the edge of the

Churchyard.  

Already on our list are: 

    • Management of existing orchids on

roadside verges (Shell garage and Highways in

Lorry Park)

    • Management of roadside verges to

maximise wildflowers (Highways)

    • Planting of more trees as part of the

Queens Green Canopy Scheme

    • Clear the vegetation around the old ruin

near the Labyrinth and make the ruin a feature

    • Further enhance the opportunities in the

churchyard by adding bird boxes and feeders.

    • The creation of a community orchard

    • Planting of more bulbs on the village green

Please come forward if you have any further

ideas or comments.  

Neighbourhood Alert

Unfortunately scams are becoming almost a

regular  feature of our lives.  So just to remind

you that if you receive a suspicious  text or

email you can report them by forwarding them

to:

Suspicious texts messages - forward to 7726

Suspicious emails - forward to

report@phishing.gov.uk

Social Events

The parish council quite rightly led on the

Queen’s Jubilee celebrations, all of which were

a huge success.  So much so that several

people have made comments that the PC

ought to have more events.

There is an argument that it is not the parish

council’s role to be proactive in putting on

social events, but the counter argument is that

it does have a role in promoting the wellbeing

of its parishioners.  

At times like these, with the after effects of

Covid, loneliness, rural isolation and mental

health are real problems for a lot of people,

probably more than we imagine. And the PC

does have a role in doing what it can for the

community and holding social events where

people can come along talk to friends, laugh

and have a good time is something that the PC

could achieve.

What do you think?  Would you like the PC to

put on perhaps one event a year?

We could put aside a budget, for arguments

sake, let’s say £500  for such a thing.  Would

that have the support of parishioners?  For

instance would there be support for a bonfire

night in November?

Please do let us know.  It is your parish and we

want to support you in the best way possible.

A Few More Committed Skiers Wanted!

For the 2022/23 Snow Season!

To complete a small &

happy band of 10-12. 

Group bookings share

discounts why pay full

price? 

Fully organised all

inclusive holiday packages

using mainstream holiday

providers. (ABTA/ATOL  protected) 

It’s summertime, the 2022/23 snow season

ideas:  

(1) A Christmas week hopefully. (2) A mid-

January week definitely. (3) A mid-February

week definitely. (4) A mid March week

probably. ...But where? Chalets always first in

the thinking, location all depends on skiers

actually committing!

So many Pistes! So many ideas! So few ski

weeks! 

For more information:  

Gerald@randomschussers.co.uk  
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The 59 Lottery Club - raising funds for 

Bridestowe

Village Hall
Who will win

Saturday’s

prize? Too late

for this issue of

BaSE  but It’s not too late  to join the club -

you’ll just pay for the remaining  months.

Please contact me if you’re interested.

Alison Young  01837 861157         

  ali. young53@btinternet .com 

Bridestowe Cricket Club

Update

The cricket season is well

under way and with the

recent hot and sunny

weather both teams have

enjoyed a positive start

with runs and wicket galore!

Bridestowe 1XI are competing well in the B

Division, the highest level of Devon Cricket

Leagues that the club have ever competed in.

They are currently 6th in the table, having won 6,

lost 5 and had 1 abandoned.  

Bridestowe 2XI are enjoying a competitive season

with lots of available players and great support.

They are currently sitting top of the table in a

3-way fight for promotions with 6 games still to go.

Both teams have seen fantastic support while

playing down at the ground and the club would

like to thank supporters and invite local residents

to come and enjoy some cricket on a Saturday

afternoon. 

We have also had an excellent run of youth

training sessions this year, helped by the warm

and dry weather, and great support from local

families.  We were successful in receiving a grant

to support youth development which has meant

we can invest in some new and exciting kit for the

kids, as well as provide a brilliant end of season

BBQ, which was enjoyed by everyone last week. 

Thank you to our volunteer coaches, Paul and

Dave and all the parents that helped with the

food, tuck shop and bar – we couldn’t do it without

you!

 A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!!!

Bridestowe cricket club is 100 years old this year

and to celebrate we are holding a 

Presidents Centenary Game on Sunday 28th

August starting at 1pm

Everyone is welcome to come along for a day of

fun, food and festivities. 

There will be a Ladies Softball match in the

morning at 11am – all local ladies are welcome to

join in, no experience necessary, please contact Jo

Pritchard – 07825 512154.

This will be followed by the Presidents Centenary

Match.

BBQ and bar available – cash and card accepted. 

Your Mobile Library visits

Bridestowe - White Hart

every 4 weeks.

 It will be in Bridestowe on 

Wednesday 24th August 14:30 -15:15

The van has a very good selection of

children’s books so why not make use of this

very convenient supply during the holidays

facebook.com/devonmobilelibraries   

Tel: 0345 155 1001
devonlibraries.org.uk/web/arena/mobilelibraries
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Bridestowe Youth

Cricket

6 - 7pm 

Millaton Cricket

Ground

ALL WELCOME – 5yrs+

(under 8’s to be accompanied by an adult)

No experience necessary just come along

and have fun!

£2 per child – no need to book, just turn up

and join in

Please contact Jo with any questions -

jcw_101@hotmail.com / 07825 512154



Movie Watch - July 2022
 
 Something of a perfect storm struck the New

Carlton during July. Unprecedented weather,

combined with some pretty moderate films.

We toyed with Elvis but when it got to 7 o’clock

on the evening in question, I pointed out It’s

Now or Never, only to be met with a suggestion
of A Little Less Conversation. So we stayed in

the garden. 

Consequently July passed, as last year, with no
cinema visit. Hopefully the quality of films

offered will improve markedly as we move

towards autumn.

As I write, the run of Elvis is coming to an end,

along with Top Gun: Maverick and the
distinctly underwhelming Jurassic World

Dominion. School Holiday titles, including Thor,

Minions and The Railway Children Return, will

run into August. The last-named (Sheridan
Smith, Jenny Agutter etc) received positive

reviews, earning four stars in The Times under a

headline of ‘A Delightful Dash of Nostalgia.’

The best of the forthcoming titles, by some

measure, looks to be Where The Crawdads
Sing, adapted from the acclaimed Delia Owens

novel of the same name which, at the last count,

had sold well over 12 million copies and

remained in the New York Times bestseller list
for more than three years.

Set in the early 1950s and 1960s, the film tells
the story of Kya, an abandoned girl who raised

herself to adulthood in the treacherous

marshlands of North Carolina. As a teenager

she becomes drawn to two young men from a
local town, but when one is found dead, Kya is

cast by the community as the main suspect. 

Released during July, the film stars Daisy Edgar-

Jones and is produced by Reese Witherspoon. It

opened in Okehampton on 22nd July and should
stay for a while. Early reviews have been mixed

although the performance of Ms Edgar-Jones

has generated rave notices.

A Brad Pitt drama, Bullet Train, is released on

5th August, two weeks before Fisherman’s

Friends: One and All. If you enjoyed their
previous film you’ll know what to expect as the

self-appointed Cornish ‘buoy band’ look to

promote their latest album.

From a distance, September looks considerably

more attractive but, until then, I’d be inclined to

give Where The Crawdads Sing a chance, once

the weather breaks.

Our television viewing has also been influenced

by the weather, or at least opting to stay in the
garden until it gets dark. However we have

enjoyed some very good stuff, both terrestrial

and subscription.

We finally got around to The Thief, His Wife

and the Canoe which remains free to view on

the ITV Hub. We’d not rushed to watch this one

but can confidently recommend a thoroughly
watchable 4-part drama based on the true, but

scarcely credible, story of John and Anne
Darwin. 

You’ll recall he was the prison officer who faked

his own death in a canoeing accident before

reappearing, five years later, having spent most
of that time secretly living next door in the

family home. Needless to say, collecting the

insurance money proved rather more difficult
than they’d hoped.

The best programme we’ve seen is the Netflix

drama, Better Call Saul. If you’re not already a

fan, I readily admit you’re unlikely to commit to

watching all 63 episodes, but if you’re a lapsed

viewer you might usefully give it another
chance. Ex-con artist Jimmy McGill becomes a

small-time attorney and transforms into Saul

Goodman, a morally challenged criminal lawyer,
in this Breaking Bad prequel. Often funny and

occasionally sad, but highly recommended.

One TV development this year has been the
emergence of Channel 5 as an increasingly

credible broadcaster, initially in factual

programming but of late also in drama. We both
watched Witness Number 3, a gritty C5 crime

drama shown over four consecutive evenings. It

was tense, scary and thoroughly unpleasant,
while demonstrating the channel’s new found

confidence and expertise. Give drama on C5

another chance, but preferably not with this one.

There’s been an unusual amount of midsummer

televised sport. Sue Barker (66)
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finally took her leave of BBC’s Wimbledon

coverage, presumably to be replaced by the

ubiquitous Clare Balding (51), thereby achieving
their stated objective of reducing the average

age of the presentation team. John McEnroe

meanwhile remains surely the most insightful

pundit covering any televised sport. He’s 63 by

the way, if that makes any difference to
anything.

BBC cleared countless evenings for live

coverage of the UEFA Women’s European

Football Championships, held at various
locations across England. Scheduling hearts

must have been in mouths when England trailed

Spain 2-1 with only minutes remaining in their

quarter final, but a bullet was dodged with a late

equaliser and extra-time winner. At the time of
writing, the national side are preparing for a

semi-final with Sweden. Audiences were initially
very small but have grown progressively as

England has progressed. Coverage has been

fronted by the excellent Gabby Logan (49, if you

must ask).

Sherwood (6 episodes available on the BBC

iPlayer, with talk of a second series next year)

and Navalny (documentary feature film,
available on Netflix) both remain on the planner

and will be watched in due course.

Meanwhile, in an adjoining room, Fiona gave a

guarded thumbs-up to Camilla’s Country Life
(available on the ITV Hub) but wholehearted

approval to The Undeclared War (Simon Pegg,

Mark Rylance etc), now available on the Channel

4 catch-up service.

‘Set in a post-pandemic 2024 in the run up to a

General Election, a leading team of analysts
buried in the heart of GCHQ secretly works to

ward off a cyber attack on the country’s

electoral system. A young student getting work
experience in the malware department is thrust

into the centre of an escalating data war with

Russia that has dangerous implications

extending beyond cyberspace.’

Sounds rather good, doesn’t it?

David Harrison

July 2022
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 Sourton News - August
Just a reminder ! The Benefice service on July

31st is at 3p.m. at Germansweek

Diana Lavis

We were so very sorry to hear that Diana

passed away suddenly. We send our heartfelt

condolences and love and prayers to Brian

and family.

FUTURE DATES

CREAM TEAS for all the Sundays in August

from 1.30 till 5.30 p.m.

Once again we will be serving cream teas in

the Hall in aid of the church. We will be also

serving a variety of delicious home made

cakes and savouries. Please give us your

support and tell your friends.

We would be grateful for any offers of help or

baking. Please contact Ruth Humphry 01837

861470 or Jenny Batten 01822 820391

Services for August

August 7th Holy Communion 9.30 a.m.

August 14th Holy Communion at Bridestowe 

9.30 a.m.

 August 21st Morning Prayer Bridestowe 

9.30 a.m.

                     Taizé service at Sourton 6 p.m..

August 28th Morning Prayer at 9.30 a.m.

Grant to BaSE from Sourton Parish Council

We would like to thank Sourton Parish

Council for their very generous grant of

£200. This will be a great help in meeting the

cost of paper and toner. We were dismayed

but not surprised that the cost of paper has

risen by 30% recently, and we do buy it in

bulk so this grant is especially welcome.

Martin and Alison Young 
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Bridestowe Parish Council recognizes and

values the important role that Riverside Stores

and Post Office plays in our community, parish

and beyond.

Provision of groceries, fresh vegetables, meat

and dairy products makes up a big part and by

sourcing locally the proprietors support other

local businesses. Daily deliveries of groceries

and newspapers are one of their services but

there are other strands too. Medications can

be collected from the shop or delivered. For

elderly residents the Stores are an important

contact point. We should not forget the vital

role they played during the pandemic, where it

functioned as an important hub organizing

deliveries to the vulnerable and isolated.

The Post Office services are convenient and

wide ranging, from bill paying to accessing

cash and removing the need to trek into

Okehampton with  parcels, etc.

Colin and Michaela have always allowed the

shop to be a drop off point for response forms

and surveys and  a pick up point for copies of

BaSE,  leaflets and local information. They have

also been supportive of the school’s ‘Breakfast

Club’ scheme.

The Council would urge everyone to support

this business in any way they can. An order

form has been included with every copy of

BaSE. You can see exactly what is on offer.

Have you any suggestions of products you

would like stocked and would buy?  Please list

them at the bottom of the form and return.

Closure of our shop and post office would have

a huge negative impact on the community;

hopefully if we all rally round, this can be

avoided.

Dog fouling in the Sporting Green

Bridestowe Parish Council would like to

remind dog walkers that when they walk their

dogs along the footpath crossing the Sporting

Green, not only should they always have their

pet on a lead, but should their dog defecate

along this stretch, they must pick up the

faeces.

Thank you

Going, going, gone..
The Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty The

Queen 2022 UK £5 Brilliant* Uncirculated

Coin 

This commemorative coin is certainly

distinctive with its special obverse horseback

portrait.

Rather than the customary portrait of the

monarch on the obverse, the Platinum Jubilee

design depicts the Queen on horseback,

making it a truly special addition to any

collection.  

The reverse of the coin features an impressive

Royal Mantle - the robe or cloak worn by the

monarch on specific ceremonial occasions -

 inspired by the coinage of William IV.

Bridestowe Parish Council has 10 coins left

over. Please get in contact if you would like to

buy one.They cost £10 each. 

Alison Young 01837 861157  
(*Brilliant Uncirculated coins retain the brilliance

and lustre they had when they were fresh from

the mint.)
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Bridestowe Parish Council News  

                               

At the recent parish council meeting, a

minute’s silence was observed, following the

sad news of the sudden death of Di Lavis, who

served as a Bridestowe parish councillor for

many years.

The council is going ahead with the provision

of a commemorative Platinum Jubilee seat,

replacing the one on the green behind the bus

shelter. Suitable granite slabs have been given

to the parish from DNP to enable the bench to

be constructed.

Terry Pritchard has resigned from the parish

council but will remain as tree warden.

Procedures for a new councillor to be

elected/co-opted will be put in place in due

course.

The council wishes to thank all those who

helped make the Jubilee event in the Sporting

Green such a successful day. A total of 86

Jubilee commemorative coins have been

distributed to children of the parish. If any

child (16 and under) has not received their coin

please let Alison Young know. There are also a

few remaining coins for sale at £10 each.

The drainage and flooding problem in Station

Road by Brid Close continues to be

investigated by Devon Highways who have

carried out inspection digging near to Brid

Close. Unfortunately, this has revealed little of

consequence. Further investigations are

planned.

The gatepost supporting the gate into the

Sporting Green is being replaced and will be

rehung in due course. Yet again the council is

receiving complaints that people are taking

dogs onto the Sporting Green. This is strictly

prohibited as this is a children’s playground.

Dogs are allowed on a lead on the public

footpath across the green close to the fence

bordering the church. Any dog’s faeces must

be picked up. The council thanks those

responsible dog owners who do pick up, but it

only takes one or two to create the problem.

There has been a planning application for an

extension to a dwelling &and erection of a

garage at Standon Farm, Bridestowe. The

council informed WDBC that it supported the

application because it was felt that this was an

improvement to the housing stock of the

parish.

There is a sum of money (S106 funding)

available for community projects in

Bridestowe. This funding can be used to meet

identified community need/priority. Any

interested parties are requested to submit

application forms, available from the clerk or

WDBC if possible by October 1st 2022, when a

parish meeting will be called for the

community to discuss projects and bids for the

funding. 

The council have discussed the future of

Bridestowe shop and post office with the

proprietors who very kindly attended a parish

council meeting where they explained how

difficult it was to maintain the shop’s financial

viability, given the increasing overhead costs

and the significantly reduced footfall, post

pandemic.The Chair felt that the PC should

affirm the importance of retaining  the

shop/post office  for the community and she

mooted the idea of putting this on a formal

basis. The shop is the last shop in the village

and the community do not want to lose it. 

Finally, the damaged Beech Tree Meadow sign

will be replaced. Apparently DCC has to have a

consignment of 20 signs needing to be remade

before they can submit an order ; the good

news is they have reached 18, so not long now! 

The next Parish Council Meeting date is to be

arranged and publicised in the usual places.

Agendas and also minutes from the previous

council meeting are displayed on the

noticeboards in the parish, or on the

Bridestowe web site at www.bridestowe.org.uk

Contact details for Bridestowe Parish Council:

Pete Daniels (Parish Clerk), 4 Trescote Way,

Bridestowe. EX20 4QB. Tel: 01837 861244.

Email bridestoweparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk 
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Join the 2022 Summer Reading Challenge 

The Summer Reading Challenge is back for

2022! 9th July – 10th September.  This fabulous

challenge created by The Reading Agency

invites children aged 4 - 11 to join in the fun

for FREE at their local library.

This year’s theme is Gadgeteers, with a focus

on science, inventions and making the world a

better place while having fun!

How it works:

    • Visit your local library and speak to a

member of staff to sign up

    • Set a reading goal (6 books is

recommended) and borrow and read library

books of your choice

    • Collect stickers along the way to complete

the poster

    • Complete the challenge, claim your

certificate and medal!

The Friends of Okehampton Library will be

funding a prize draw for all children who

complete the challenge at Okehampton

Library, one lucky winner will receive a bundle

of science kits. 

Throughout the challenge, library staff can

help your child discover new authors and

illustrators to help them explore a wide range

of books and ways of reading. It’s the perfect

way to combine free access to books with fun,

creative activities during the summer holidays

to keep them entertained and educated.

Join the challenge at your local library from

Saturday 9th July and pick up your Gadgeteers

collector poster.

Events at the Library

 Digital Devon

Book onto one of our free digital skills sessions

in July at Okehampton Library to learn some

basic digital skills or improve and refresh

existing skills. Bring in your own device or use

our public access computers. Contact

Okehampton Library to have a chat about how

we can help, and to book a digital session.

Booking essential.

Friday 1st July 10:00-12:00 

Thursday 7th July 10:00-12:00

Tuesday 12th July 15:30-17:30

Saturday 23rd July 10:00-12:00

9th July – 10th September - Gadgeteers    

Summer Reading Challenge 2022

The Reading Agency and libraries are excited

to introduce this year’s Challenge, celebrating

science and innovation, in partnership with the

Science Museum Group.

Join the Gadgeteers for the Summer Reading

Challenge. Pick up your starter pack from the

library, read 6 books by the end of the school

holidays, collect stickers as you go and receive

a certificate when you complete the challenge.  

The Friends of Okehampton Library will be

funding a prize draw for all children who

complete the challenge at Okehampton

Library, one lucky winner will receive a bundle

of science kits.  

A Gadgeteers Hunt will also be available to

complete within the library.

Suitable for children aged 4-11. FREE.

No booking necessary, just drop in. 

REGULAR EVENTS

Knit & Natter - Tuesdays 13:30-14:30

Bring along your knitting, stitching, crochet or

other portable craft project, for a chat with like-

minded crafters. Tea and coffee available at

70p a cup. 

Bounce & Rhyme - Tuesdays 10:00-10:20 &

11:00-11:20 

Suitable for under 5s. Free. Booking Essential.

Baby Weighing – Tuesdays 09:30-11:30

Free self-weigh facilities for parents to weigh

their babies are available in a screened area

within the library.  This is a new partnership

between Libraries Unlimited and Devon Public

Health Nursing.
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Duplo Builders & Storytime - Wednesdays

09:30–10:15 

Suitable for ages 0-5 years. Free. No booking

necessary.

Lego Builders - Saturdays 10:30–11:30 

Suitable for ages 5+. Free. No booking

necessary.

The Secret Book Quest 

A completely FREE year-round reading

challenge for 5-12 year olds across Devon. To

take part, children need to sign up, read 50

books, collect stickers and solve the code.

 

Children under 8 must be accompanied to

all events by a responsible adult 

Please see our library website or Facebook

page for any additional events and library

services www.devonlibraries.org.uk

Okehampton Library, 4 North Street

Okehampton@librariesunlimited.org.uk

01837 52805 

Opening Hours

Monday 09:00-17:00 

Tuesday 09:00-18:00 

Wednesday 09:00-13:00

Thursday09:00-17:00

Friday 09:00-18:00

Saturday 09:00-13:00

Devon Libraries is part of Libraries Unlimited

Libraries Unlimited is a registered charity.

Every penny raised goes directly towards

library services that help make a difference to

people’s lives.

Okehampton Recycling

Centre

Exeter Road Industrial

Estate  EX20 1UD

0345 155 1010

 Opening times  

April to September

Monday - Friday  9am - 5pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am - 6pm         

114th Okehampton Show
Dartmoor’s largest Agricultural Show

-  Thursday 11th August

Stoney Park Showground, Okehampton,

. Tel: 07375930965

All day entertainment from 9am to 5.00pm.

Join us on the northern edge of the beautiful

Dartmoor National Park for a traditional

agricultural show with a wide range of prize

winning animals, delicious local food & drink,

plenty of shopping, displays, childrens’

entertainment and much more.

Gates open at 9am.  

Dogs welcome.  Free car parking.

Entry prices on Showday:

Adult                    £15

Children (5-16)   £4.00

Under 5s             Free

Family Ticket

(2 adults, 2 children 5-16)   £34.00 Tickets are

available for sale on the day at the gate.
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National Trust, 

News from Lydford Gorge 
Rose Cooke, Visitor Experience Officer

 So that was a hot one. The river and waterfall

are looking low, but the gorge is still green and

lush thanks to its depth. It has more

protection from the sun than most other spots

on Dartmoor. Although it gets very humid

down there and is not perhaps as cool as we

might hope when working or walking. I

remember back in 2018 we had a very dry July

but then the year before we had floods. The

weather will always catch us out; so I hope you

were able to make the most of it while

managing to stay cool in the heatwave.

After telling you last month that we hadn’t

found evidence of dormice using the nest

boxes – Ranger Luke was surprised when a

family of dormice jumped out of a box when

he lifted the lid. The young mice scattered into

the bramble, but he managed to snap a quick

photo before leaving them in peace to explore

their new home. We’re very excited as this is

finally some evidence that dormice are

breeding here at the gorge. Also we’re now

calling Luke the dormouse whisperer, as he

seems to have an affinity with them.

In the second week of July we had three

Lydford students with us for work experience,

it was the first time since 2019 and it was great

to be able to offer this again. They all got to do

some work with the rangers, in the tea-room,

and on Visitor Welcome. They also had a day

with me, painting boards and bashing in posts

for the summer trail; and getting to grips with

the video and underwater cameras. You can

see some of their efforts on our social media

channels. All three were brilliant and we’ve

hopefully given them a taster of what it’s like

to work for the National Trust.

As I’m writing this in the middle of July I’m

afraid I haven’t got a further update on the

Devil’s Cauldron yet. Work was completed to

test the strength of the small bridge that takes

you over the river before you get to the Devil’s

Cauldron. It passed, so we now have longer to

look at replacing it before it gets unsafe. That

is the good news, however, there have been

further issues with the handrail that mean I

can’t tell you when it’ll open.

Lastly, I’d like to ask that if you have any books

going spare please do drop them in anytime

we’re open. All will be gratefully received, and

at the moment we’re especially looking for

novels, as our ‘blind date with a book’ section

is proving very popular. Thanks.

What’s coming up…

Butterflies and more trail

Friday 29 July to Sunday 4 September,

10am-4pm

Follow the trail around the orchard to ‘spot’

butterflies and more. Look out for some big

bugs and learn fun facts on the way. Free, no

booking required

Opening Times 29 March to 30 October

Lydford Gorge trails 10-5* Tues - Sunday

Tea-rooms 10.30-4.30**Tues - Sunday

Second-hand bookshop    10-4.30**

    Tues - Sunday

 Open Mondays on bank holidays and in the

school holidays.

*1-30 Oct: close 4. **1-30 Oct: close 3.30. 

Please check our website for up to date

information.

Website: nationaltrust.org.uk/lydford-gorge

Facebook: LydfordGorge  Instagram:

lydford.gorge.nt

Lydford Gorge National Trust, Lydford, 

Nr Okehampton, Devon, EX20 4BH

Supporting

individuals with all

their concerns,

historic and current. 

West Devon

Therapies offers Counselling, Hypnotherapy &

EFT (Emotional Freedom

Technique) face to face and online in the

Okehampton and Tavistock area. 

For more information or to book a FREE 20

minute consultation please call Melika on

07824882224 or visit westdevontherapies.co.uk

Explorative and Wellbeing workshops starting

soon, please see website for further details. 

“Therapy should never add to the distress that

someone has experienced, I try and make

every session as positive and uplifting as I can.”
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QUALITY

SEASONED LOGS

FOR SALE

Shed stored and ready to burn to

keep you toasty when the

temperature drops!

  Competitively priced with friendly

and reliable delivery available

locally

Call Roger for further information

on 

07886 185281

THE VILLAGE VALET

CAR VALETING 

M. AMHOF
Covering a wide range of vehicles

Competitive rates offering a range of

services

No job too big or small 

Email: Thevillagevalet@yahoo.com

0792 607 5341
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For all things
Usborne

For more information on Usborne books,
please contact:

Jackie Butler
 Independent Usborne Organiser   Elsie’s

Book Corner 
      

 07828323473 
elsiesbookcorner@gmail.com    

Find me on Facebook  - 
Elsie’s Book Corner

Nr Okehampton, Devon                   Tel: 01837 861318

Opening hours: 
Monday - Friday 12 - 3pm       

 5pm -close
Saturday and Sunday 

and bank holidays open all
day from 12 midday

Home-cooked food served 
between 12 - 2pm and

 6pm - 9pm

Every Wednesday
12-2pm, OAPs Fish &
chips with peas and
bread and butter

No quiz this month. Our Sunday roasts are as popular as ever. 
Booking is advisable to avoid disappointment. Mike, Sarah and the team

Wednesday 14th
September 

Quiz night in aid of
the Scouts.

THE WHITE HART INN, BRIDESTOWE
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BRAND NEW  SPECIAL OFFER 

Lara Williamson Fiction Set 

This glorious set of heartwarming stories by the wonderful Lara Williams is perfect for learning

key life lessons about love, loss, and new beginnings. Including the award winning title, A Boy

Called Hope, this set is a must have for middle grade fiction lovers. 

The set includes the following books:

The Girl With Space in her Heart                   A Boy Called Hope 

The Boy Who Sailed the Ocean in an Armchair



TORS TRAVEL                   
An independent travel agent for all your travel needs

Hotels, flights, self catering, package holidays, activities, car hire, airport parking,

hotel and airport transfers and travel insurance. 

Contact Louise             07968 019 409                         

Louise_lavis@hotmail.com                                           Facebook- tors travel                     

Gilbert Stephens LLP Solicitors

  Agricultural Law
• Farm and land sales    •  Partnership matters

• Tenancy issues •  Environmental issues

• Wills and estates •  Health and safety

• IHT and APR advice •  Sporting rights

  Call our Okehampton office 01837 51 21 00

  9 Red Lion Yard, Okehampton EX20 1AW             Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more information

MUTTLEY MANOR DOGGY DAY CARE 

BOASLEY CROSS
We offer an animal friendly doggy day care service on the edge of Dartmoor some 10 minutes

from Okehampton, 5 minutes from the A30,on an 8 acre smallholding with plenty of open

space for regular walks normally every 3- 4 hours. We are a small licensed kennel with West

Devon Borough Council, and able to offer a personal service to care for your treasured pet 

whilst in our care. 
We are open 7am to 7pm. Rates are £12 per day for day care ( between 7am - 7pm)

 and £16 per 24 hours or part thereof to include overnight boarding. 

Please call 07787 687 309 for more details and availability,
 or email peterdeacon@btconnect.com

R&B REMOVALS
friendly & efficient service 24/7

CALL ROB ON 01837 880336  or 07583 220243

·   regular trips to London

·   local/long distance

·   secure storage
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Bliss Nails
Manicures, pedicures, nail extensions 

Call or message for an appointment 

01837 861428. 

07368 147 080

Itechmonster LTD

IT Support Website Design    Business E-mail     Web Hosting   

Domains Custom Software/Programming

0330 043 0735 Sales@itechmonster.com     helpdesk@itechmonster.com



Raw Meat Animal Feed for Dogs & Cats

Convenient 400g blocks Frozen to preserve    No preservatives and no

artificial colourings - both can be harmful to your animal

Raw Rations Plus

For information or to order:

website: www.rawrations plus .co.uk

Phone: *07831 309 666 or 01566 783079 (*Mobile number now corrected)

Email: sales@rawrationsplus.co.uk

Post: Fairview Bungalow, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4DL

All aspects of carpentry and

construction.

• Renovations

• Hanging and fitting doors

• Joinery

• Roofing

• Free quotes

Tel: 07710665379

Email: lukegreen2222@outlook.com

• Solid wood and laminate

flooring

• Kitchens

• Bespoke pieces

• Decking and fencing

LOCAL  PLUMBER              Est. 30 Years

Bridestowe & district

Call Mick on:   01566 783562 /

07984 812807
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A selection of Limited Edition Cards, including new images

from the Spring Cottage Collection of Watercolours by Local

Artist, Fay Johns.

These cards can be fitted into a 6” mount aperture, and can

easily be made into a framed work of art.

Available from Riverside Stores

Original Paintings available and Commissions taken.

Contact details: Tel: 01837 861602

  email fayjohns@fsmail.net

Magna Maintenance 

  Emergency repairs 

Complete property service 

Tel: 07540 956 379           

info@magnamaintenance.com

SBG Plumbing & Heating Services - Lydford
Plumbing & Heating (Complete Installation)

Boiler - Installation, Upgrades & Servicing

Natural Gas, LPG and Oil Central Heating

Bathroom Installations

All aspects of general plumbing

07811 490 356                           sigilbert@btinternet.com

Magna Carpentry

Malcolm Head

Tel: 07540 956 379           

www.magnacarpentry.com



Tony Day - Plumbing and Gas services

Main and LPG gas appliances serviced and repaired

Phone 01837 83702 Mobile 07773 966 201
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Ian Cann

Professionally installed....kitchens......bedrooms...... bathrooms

• Full supply and fit service  • Replacement doors and worktops

• Bespoke painted kitchens • Made to measure bedrooms

• Wall and floor tiling Free quotes and advice

Tel: 01837 861480      Mobile: 07841043718          Email: iancann007@yhoo.com

CHIROPODIST AND PODIATRIST
Whiteley Podiatry  Bsc (Hons) Pod. MCPod

Clinic in St James Street, Okehampton EX20 1DJ    01837 338672

Also at :

Abbey Mead Natural Health Centre, Tavistock PL19 8AU  01822 854758

We provide a wide range of luxury baked goods including:
Brownie Boxes (also available for postal delivery) -

Birthday Cakes  - Afternoon Tea Cakes - Treat Boxes and much
more, freshly baked and delivered to your door.

We are suppliers of puddings and sweet treats for The White

Hart, Bridestowe. 

Next time you’re in, why not give our desserts a try!

Visit our Facebook page to learn more about what we offer.

Fully Qualified and Insured 
Tel: 07973 518410   Facebook: Deliciouslydecadentdevon



SAM ALLUM     Boiler Maintenance      

FOR SERVICING AND BREAKDOWN OF OIL BOILER

Call:     01822 610 668 Mobile:   07832 024 948      Email:samallum@gmail.com  

 • Competitive rate   •   Friendly, tidy and efficient  •  Call now for a quote

Scrap cars collected 
Reliable service guaranteed Top prices paid 

Secondhand tyres for sale.

Call Michael  on  07831698676

Alder Vinyard
We are open for Tours, Tastings and Garden Walks.
Shop now open every Saturday 10 - 4pm (out of hours, please call ahead or check
our website) Bottles of our wine available from Riverside Stores
Tel . 01837 52805 Lewdown EX20 4PJ          www.aldervineyard.uk

Dog walking and pet sitting
Qualified dog behaviourist. BSc Hons degree.

Training, or walk and train.         All sizes and types.    Reactive dogs a speciality.

Individual or small groups of dogs, (no more than 4 compatible dogs walked together).

Ring me on 07568 537 532 for a chat.

Guitar lessons :- for beginners and intermediate - all

styles Tel: 01837 861415 or visit

www.jeffguitar.co.uk   for more details 

Heaecology

Ecological Consultancy and Management - Specialists in Protected Species and

Mitigation

Thrushel View, Lewdown, Okehampton EX20 4QP

Tel: 01566 783183 Mobile :07866 467 892 Email : office@heaecology.co.uk

Website: www.heaecology.co.uk

Michael Lashbrook     Any job undertaken!

Garden Services  - Treework - Hedge cutting

Tel: 0751 397 5711 

Email:   mlashbrookgardening@gmail.com

Chimney Sweep    A J Musgrove

Clean, professional service, maintenance and repairs

Certified and insured               07449 111 940

(Highly recommended by a BaSE reader.  AY)
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River Walks
House/Pet Sitting 

Over 16 years veterinary experience

Dogs, cats, small animals to small holdings and special 

needs pets cared for. Also dog walking and cleaning available

Please call Louise on                             07968698641

Caroline Harris, ALAB, Bookkeeping Services

• Bookkeeping • Accounts preparation • VAT • Secretarial services

• Many years office and business experience

Tel 01566 783 502    Mobile 07866 953708 Email:cmhbookkeeping@btinternet.com

The Old Chapel, Portgate Hill, Lewdown, EX204PX

DARREN PHARE, MOTOR ENGINEER, BRIDESTOWE GARAGE.

Cars, Light Goods and 4X4s – servicing, repairs, welding, MOT

preparation and MOTs arranged.

Tel: 01837 861770  or Mobile: 07773 669097

moo@warsonbeef .com            01822 820699

Local, home-grown, grass-fed lamb and pork

available to order now.

Whole and half lamb boxes and half pig boxes

available, as well as individual joints and sausages.

For prices and more information, contact Alyse

07514943239 or Isaac 07908430236
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NORTHMOOR GARDEN

MACHINERY
Sales, service, repairs &

parts

Collection service

available

No VAT on labour

charges

Tel: 07591 655072

Email:

info.northmoor@gmail.com



www.TomFosterArchitecture.co.uk

Specialist in new, old and historic buildings for work or home.

Expert in Eco-Building, ‘Passive House’, DNPA, Planning Permission, Building

Regs,build-contract admin, or just some can-do advice.

Ring  01647 24436 to bring your vision closer.

Richard’s Time Machine
Mobile Disco :- Wedding and Family Party Specialist, Personal, Memorable - and Fun!!

www.richardstimemachine.co.uk 01837 811172    

Golden Leaf Landscapes 
Garden Construction, Design and Maintenance Louise and Robert Mogridge

Fully qualified with over 15 years experience 01837 89285    07811781137

www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk

BAKER’S BUILDING
Telephone: 01837 861 509

07789354435/ 07748344978 

Woodhead, Bridestowe,
Okehampton

Bird tables for sale
Locally made to a high standard

Various designs, free standing and hanging tables.

Tel:  01837 861604   Mobile:  07902913627

Paul Sprake

Mortgage Professional

07368 4999 67
• Later life lending •Mortgages
• Buy to Let                • Life Cover
• Income Protection   • Business Protection

Molyneux-Associates Ltd is authorised and

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
under firm reference number 624563. Envoy

House, 61 Longbridge Road, Plymouth, 

PL6 8LU.  (01837) 861413

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up
repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured against it.

  Molyneux

Associates

Haldon Wood Farm Plants ....
At the top of Pool Hill

 Plenty of plants on offer. Why not drop in and see what
we’ve got. 
John and Angie            01837 861866
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Alistair Kinsey Hearing & Mobility
 Independent Hearing Aid Audiologist             Ear wax removal service

Tel: 01822 617883 Email: info@hearingmobility.co.uk    www.hearingmobility.co.uk

1A Pym Street, Tavistock, PL19 0AW

 Steve Swift 

CHIMNEY SWEEP      Tel: 01566 783435 Mob: 07890 467406

C. DA -VIEW Window Cleaning Service  in your area

Tel: 0777 333 0762 or  01837 659449 and ask for Paul                   

R.H. GARDEN AND HANDYMAN SERVICES

Lawn mowing and strimming Hedge trimming

Digging and planting Leaf clearing

Power washing Gutters cleared

Car washing Painting and decorating

Over 20 years experience

Call Richard on 01837 861220 or 

mobile 07939574767 

Email; kellyhaggar@hotmail.co.uk

           Something to celebrate?               Want to tell someone how much you care?

“SAY IT WITH BOOKS!”

Locally based in Bridestowe, we offer an extensive and ever increasing range of handmade

designs........newborns, expressions of love, family, animals and many more.

Contact us now for a copy of our current catalogue.

For orders and enquiries:           Email: kristinaalbon@hotmail.com or call 07426 771301

Champion Tree Services
All aspects of Tree Surgery

and Garden maintenance

undertaken :- Felling,

Reductions, Hedge trimming,

Strimming, Grass cutting,

Ground maintenance, Also

quality firewood supplied

Fully insured

Thrushel View, Lewdown  Tel:

07881 288093

Step Ahead Lettings

An independent, forward-thinking  lettings agency offering a variety of services to

suit your needs. Tel: 01566 482402

www. stepaheadlettings.co.uk Find us on Facebook & Twitter

NAILZBYLOTTIE
Custom made press on nails

@ Nailzbylottie

@ Nailzbylottie

+447743367874
@Charleyjones199 gmail.com

Experienced carer

Has various days and hours

available. Excellent references

To enquire, please contact 

Belinda       07534 711357 

Les Sort It!
I am expanding my

gardening  business

and offer a variety of

skills. No job turned

down. All jobs

considered.

Honest, hardworking

and reliable.

Any inquiries please call

Les 07591761096



Broadwood Boiler Services

Quality oil fired appliance maintenance at competitive prices

Call Mark: 0781 4976 076 or 01566 784298

T.M. Maintenance & Construction.Affordable, friendly help

Tony Matthews, experienced in maintenance & construction

No job too big or too small. Great prices on slate and

marblecut to anysize and shape Tel: 0797 226 3780   

Email: tonymtthws8@gmail.com

Okehamptonplumber.co.uk 

Gas boiler servicing from £50 (incl.LPG)

Gas boiler replacement and repair   Landlord

certificates

Bathrooms and kitchens

Tel:  01837 658907      Mob: 07870 305 880

Windows, doors, conservatories and joinery

UPVC, timber & aluminum supplied and fitted

Fascias, glazing & trade counter

Tel: 01837 54019

www.okehamptonglass.com

Are you tired, overworked, overstretched and under pressure? Is your

business out of control and you’re missing deadlines? Have you fallen into

the entrepreneur’s trap? 

I create space and time for you to focus on the priorities of your business

allowing it to grow and function more efficiently.

My name is Chris Heron. and I offer Virtual PA and Business Administration

Support. I’m passionate about supporting small businesses and in particular.

women in business, to reach their full potential.
So, it you want to get organised and get stuff done, let’s have a chat

EDZ

Chimney sweeping

service at sensible

prices - vac and brush

Also window cleaning

service

Valeting service

Car, van or whatever

you have for valeting

- collection and

delivery service.

Prices from £25 -

£45 

01837 861604

Mobile 07902913627

Tel: 01837 214667

Email: chris@time-well-spent.co.uk     www.time-well-spent.co.uk
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Bramhill
Bramhill Traditional Specialist Builders

Cob, Lime and Stone Laying, Eco Buildings, Barn Conversions, Lime plastering, Tadelakt &

Venetian, Extensions, Repair, Restore & Renovate Listed Buildings, Repointing, Construction Skills

Certification Scheme reg. FMB and TrustMark Approved.

Email: bramhillbuilders@gmail.com    

Alister Polhill: 07518 908876

Stokes & Co Accountants

A One Stop Shop for all your bookkeeping &

accountancy needs

• Sole Trader, Partnership & Limited Company

Accounts • Project Management, Budgets and

Analysis • VAT, Payroll and Month End

Accounts

Free initial consultation - Please call to find out

much we can save for you!

Tel: 01837 861176

www.stokesaccountants.co.uk
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The Moor Hair Co 

at 3 St James Street, Okehampton
In the heart of the town, our experienced

team of stylists is always pleased to see

you. We pride ourselves on offering a high

standard of hairdressing in a friendly,

relaxed atmosphere, so come in and talk

through your hair needs.   

To make an appointment,

                  call 01837 658696      

 

Fiona StaceyTel: 07870 632395/ 01566 783418

Email: fiona@staceyruralbusinessadmin.co.uk

Stewardship applications Water regulations
Farm Assurance Payroll
Waste Exemptions Book keeping & VAT
Returns Basic Payment Scheme
Grazing Licences   Farm Record Keeping

JAMES TENNANT LTD

LAND ROVER SPECIALIST
Est. 1987

Landymoor, Cowsen Lane, Sourton,

Okehampton EX20 4HY  

Tel. 01837 861478             Email:

info@jamestennant.co.uk 

 www.jamestennant.co.uk

Class IV MOT Centre for all

makes of car

Supply of Land Rover parts
 Courtesy car available if required, while

we MOT your vehicle.



Contact details for BaSE:- Alison Young, Glebe Park, Pig's Leg Lane, Bridestowe,

Okehampton, Devon EX20 4ER  Tel:  (01837)861157 Deadline around 25th of the month

but can be flexible!

or ali.young53@btinternet.com (please put BaSE in the subjectline)
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Friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high quality arboricultural

services Services include: Tree removals, tree
pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and
dead wood removal, hedge trimming, stump
grinding and tree planting. Call now for
advice and a free, no obligation quote

Tel: 07398 26 8877                 Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events for August
(Back by popular demand but not always accurate)

Thursday 4th 7.30pm, Wheatley Park, Reading Group   

Friday 5th 10am, St Bridget’s, peal attempt

Sunday 7th,             11am - 4pm, Lewtrenchard Manor, Open Gardens 
           1.30-5.30, Sourton Hall, Cream teas and savouries

Tuesday 9th 12.15 for 12.30, Methodist Church - The Ark, Over 60’s luncheon
Wednesday 10th NO QUIZ at the White Hart. 

Thursday 11th 9am - 5pm, The Showfield, Okehampton Show

Saturday 13th 10am - 12 noon, St Bridget’s , Clean up session

10am - 12noon, The Ark, Coffee Morning 
Sunday 14th 1.30 - 5.30, Sourton Hall, Cream teas and savouries

Thursday 18th 10:30am, The Ark, coffee morning,Thursday Morning Group

Sunday 21st 1.30-5.30, Sourton Hall, Cream teas and savouries

Tuesday 23rd 10.30am - 4pm, Meldon Old Quarry car park, Meldon Wildlife Festival

Wednesday 24th     2.30pm - 3.15 White Hart car park, Mobile library
Saturday 27th 9.30am, Volunteer Group meet at cemetery gates

10am - 12 noon, Bridestowe Village Hall, Bacon Bap

 

Sunday 28th 6pm St Bridget’s Choral Evensong  
11am, Bridestowe cricket pitch, Ladies Softball match

1.30-5.30, Sourton Hall, Cream teas and savouries

1pm, Bridestowe cricket pitch, Presidents Centenary Match


